
Report on AFSC-IMYM Joint Service Project  
Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana,   January 3-19, 2006 
 

1. In response to a call from AFSC Philadelphia and from IMYM meetings and individuals, the 
AFSC-IMYM Joint Service Project [JSP] applied for and received a grant of $7,000 from AFSC 
Philadelphia, $5,000 from AFSC Des Moines, and raised about $3,000 in Colorado plus about 
300# of donated clothing for a relief and reconstruction project in areas of Louisiana devastated 
by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. About 50 persons answered a call for volunteers, and about 20 of 
these came to work on the project between January 3 and 19 in Terrebonne Parish, LA.  

2. In preparation for volunteers’ arrival on-site, arrangements were made with local church, relief 
organization [Four Directions] and Biloxi-Chitimacha tribal leaders for a base camp location and 
for work sites where our assistance was most needed. Vision Christian Center, a Foursquare 
congregation in Bourg provided shelter, showers, and much material and spiritual support. Albert 
Naquin, Biloxi-Chitimacha chief, and Naomi Archer, Four Directions coordinator, assisted us in 
locating several families whose homes needed work. 

3. The major project site involved demolishing a home in Duloc, salvaging materials, obtaining 
additional materials, and constructing a 16x20 foot house on new 4-foot piers. Other volunteers 
helped that family sort though their possessions, salvage a few and place most of it for hauling 
away. We also worked on two other houses repairing and reconstructing, and did some work at 
the church in Bourg with donated materials sorting [a semi-trailer load of paint]. We ate very 
well, thanks to congregation members, the families we worked with, and our own gourmet 
volunteer cooks! 

4. Volunteers participated in worship sharing, Foursquare services, and Meeting for Worship with 
New Orleans Monthly Meeting. Volunteers toured devastated areas in New Orleans including the 
Lower 9th Ward, and were greatly moved by the destruction there and by the plight of the 
survivors. We learned a lot about the causes of the disaster, the local cultures and ourselves. 
There were no serious injuries to any volunteers, for which we are grateful, especially given the 
conditions of the work sites and the amount of work accomplished. 

5. Expenses were mainly for building materials and tools [JSP now has hand and battery-operated 
power tools for two to three crews, plus we left a set of tools with the family in Duloc] vehicles 
[rental, mileage reimbursements, gasoline] and food. A full accounting is in progress, but there 
probably will be funds left over. We hope to return in March to add a kitchen and bath to the 
Duloc home and work on tribal homes in the Isle de Jean Charles-Pointe au Chien area; about 15 
individuals and several school groups have asked to participate. We hope that funds not expended 
on the January project will be made available for the March project. 

6. Attached are a volunteer roster, a summary of the New Orleans information gathered, and a story 
about the project that ran in the Denver Post. Pictures of the project will be forthcoming, and 
stories will be submitted to Friends Bulletin and to AFSC’s Quaker Action publication. Also 
attached is a draft proposal to the JSP Oversight Committee meeting at Tucson on January 28, for 
the March project. 

 
Draft report gratefully submitted by Tom Kowal, January 24, 2006 



AFSC-IMYM Joint Service Project  
Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana,   January 3-19, 2006 
 
Co-Leaders: 

 
Mike Gray 
Cascabel, AZ 
mgray@afsc.org  
520 901 6321 
 
Tom Kowal 
6862 Wyman Way 
Westminister CO 80030 
tomandannette@comcast.net 
 
Amy Wagner 
P.O. Box 1931 
Ignacio CO 81137 
sheda198@yahoo.com 
 
Volunteers:  

 
Jay Armour 
jarmour@bestweb.net 
 
Beau Bangert 
lindashartman@yahoo.com 
 
Noah Bardwell 
NBardwell@afsc.org 
 
 

 
 
Sakre Edson  
sukre@juno.com 
 
Scott Goldsmith 
ssgoldsmith@earthlink.net 
 
Joe Iser 
jpiser@pol.net 
 
Mari Jordon 
Marij03@yahoo.com 
 
 
Nichoe Lichen 
nichoe@earthlink.net 
 
Barb Luetke 
barbls@msn.com 
(Travelers always welcome) 
 
Jason Odhner 
jasonodhner@yahoo.com 
 
Alan Strahler 
Stahler@kvmr.org 
 
Rebecca Wright 
skaFan101@earthlink.net 

 
More contact information about the participants may be obtained from one of the leaders.



Facts on New Orleans from Dorian Hastings, a member of NO Monthly Meeting and a NO 

City Planner/Urban Development professional dhastings@cityofno.com 
 
New Orleans is like a bowl—Napoleon and Claybourne are the deepest main streets. At January, 2006, 5-
6 months after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita devastated the city, few street signs and traffic lights are 
operating, there is no useable hospital, no trauma center, the public housing projects are closed, there are 
200,000 abandoned cars, 102 of 122 schools have been destroyed beyond repair. There are only two 
electrical inspectors, the local utility companies are bankrupt, there are currently no utilities in 80% of the 
city.  
  
Eleven hundred bodies have been found, with more still being discovered. 80% of the city’s population 
has left – a much higher percentage of New Orleans’ African-American residents remains homeless and 
unable to return. The population went from 400,000 to less than 100,000 in the lower 9th ward, which 
received the most destructive flooding from the levee breaks. There was a 59% homeownership owner 
rate there, and most of the houses were paid off and uninsured or underinsured so that when they were 
destroyed, the families lost the primary asset. Many owners of rental housing have been offered near full 
value for their properties, and have also received insurance and/or FEMA payments for them; 
consequently, these locations are coming into the hands of developers. Common Ground is a relief group 
that is camped in the 9th ward. 
 
There is much discussion, but no plan, regarding the rebuilding of the 9th ward or the rest of the 
devastated areas of the City. Temporary levee re-construction and pumping out was accomplished 
rapidly, but permanent repairs and improvements are mired in political wrangling. The Mississippi River-
Gulf Outlet  [“MrGO”] shipping canal that predictably brought the storm surges straight into the heart of 
New Orleans [and that is also responsible for much of the destruction of wetlands and coastal land mass 
and habitats over the last 40 years] is still under consideration for re-dredging and re-opening, even 
though it has never provided the economic benefits to the Port of New Orleans that it was built for.  
 
The City of New Orleans, the school districts and health facilities lack funds for paying staff or rebuilding 
facilities. The federal government, which stepped in to help NYC pay its employees after 9/11, has not 
acted to help NO do so, even though the relative scale of devastation and loss of tax base is exponentially 
higher in New Orleans. As a result, massive layoffs of essential public service staffs continues. 
 
More information: 

 
A 14-day archive of the NO Times-Picayune newspaper coverage, which is the on-the-ground paper of 
record and has been providing excellent in-depth coverage: http://www.nola.com/archives/t-p/ 
 
For statistics, the Brookings Institute is periodically updating a 
Katrina Index of economic and social indicators. 
http://www.brookings.edu/metro/pubs/200512_katrinaindex.htm  
 
The New Orleans Legal Aid coalition has published an alternative vision for redevelopment and also 
offers legal assistance: 
http://www.fromthelaketotheriver.org/legal-aid-1076538.html 
 
On this webpage, you will find a link to a fantastic series of images 
called "The Great USA" http://traprockpeace.org/jazz_funeral_democracy.html  
 
Denver Post story on the AFSC-IMYM Joint Service Project to Terrebonne Parish is pasted on the next 
page: 



 
Volunteers lift hammers to rebuild lives of La. family 

 
A group of volunteers from across the country, including a contingent from Colorado, has rebuilt the home of a 
Native American family in the Louisiana bayou that was destroyed by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Five 
Coloradans, four from the Denver metro area and one from Durango, left for Louisiana on Jan. 3 and are scheduled 
to return today. They joined about 15 other volunteers, mostly Quakers, who helped a Biloxi-Chitimacha family of 
four rebuild their lives in the town of Duloc.  

"The family we are working with here, they had been sleeping on the floor" of 
neighbors' homes, said Tom Kowal, a volunteer from Westminster. "They were 
really depressed. When we first saw them, they were in bad shape." But since that 
first meeting, the volunteers have built a new 16-by-20-foot home, and members 
of the Verdin family are overjoyed to have a roof over their heads.  

"These people, I've never seen anything like it. They were God-sent," said Donnia 
Verdin, who lost the home she shared with her husband, Ernest, and their two 
daughters. "They give so much and don't ask for anything in return. They are just 
beautiful to us."  

The group has also helped several other families who were pounded by the 
hurricanes. Joining Kowal, a retiree, from Colorado were: Tom Short, a Denver 
retiree; Rebecca Wright, a student at the University of Colorado at Denver; Noah 
Bardwell, an East High School student; and Amy Wagner of Durango.  

The volunteers raised about $15,000 to benefit hurricane victims in Louisiana 
through offices of the American Friends Service Committee in Philadelphia and 

Des Moines, Iowa. Another $3,000 was raised locally in the metro area, Kowal said. Many of the volunteers plan to 
return in March and help the Verdins add more rooms to their simple home and to help other families.  

Their work is in keeping with the spirit of the Quaker faith, said Martha Roberts, who attends services at the 
Mountain View Friends Meeting with Kowal and other volunteers. "One of the hallmarks of this particular faith is, 
it's a way of life," Roberts said. "We work very hard to live what we believe." "I'm the novice," she said. "I've been 
given many tutorials on hammer swinging since I've been here."  

Staff writer Kieran Nicholson can be reached at 303-820-1822 or knicholson@denverpost.com.  

 

Noah Bardwell, an East High 
School student, talk to retiree 
Tom Kowal of Westminster as 
the two volunteers work on 
framing a house in Duloc, La., 
for a family of four hurricane 
survivors. (Amer. Friends Svc. 
Comm.)  

 

   

 



Draft Proposal for Phase 2 AFSC-IMYM Joint Service 
Project to Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, in March, 2006 
 

1. In response to a call from AFSC Philadelphia and from IMYM meetings and individuals, the 
AFSC-IMYM Joint Service Project [JSP] applied for and received a grant of $7,000 from AFSC 
Philadelphia, $5,000 from AFSC Des Moines, and raised about $3,000 in Colorado plus about 
300# of donated clothing for a relief and reconstruction project in areas of Louisiana devastated 
by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. About 20 volunteers participated in a JSP project from January 3-
19 which worked on a number of houses in Terrebonne Parish, including a major 
demolition/reconstruction of a home in Duloc. [See report of the January project.] 

2. A great amount of additional work is needed in this area. We cannot accomplish all or even a 
large percentage of it, but we do have volunteers willing to go back in March to continue this 
work. We believe there will be some funds left over from the initial project, and would plan to 
appeal to Friends and friends of Friends again for additional funds.  

3. The March project would probably involve adding a kitchen and bath to the home begun in 
Duloc, and work on tribal homes in the Isle de Jean Charles-Pointe au Chien area. Probable dates 
are around the first two weeks of March. 

4. About 15 individuals and several school groups have asked to participate. A group from Texas 
has offered use of a van, and Colorado volunteers offer use of vehicles including a four wheel 
drive pickup and tool/materials trailer. Tom Kowal, a co-leader on the January project, has 
volunteered to co-lead again, and several of the women volunteers and others are possible co-
leaders. Several crew leaders on the January project are also interested in returning. 

5. We are working with local leaders on locating another base camp site, since the Foursquare 
church in Bourg will probably be hosting a crew from a Foursquare college. We are looking at a 
parsonage and another church; backup site for the base camp is the home in Duloc we have been 
constructing. 

6. Expenses for the March project will include materials, mileage and gasoline reimbursements, 
insurance, food and base camp expenses [possibly including porta-potties] and host contributions. 
A preliminary estimate of total funds needed is $2,000 per week for operations plus $3,000 for 
materials, or a total of $7,000. If we ask volunteers to contribute $200 per week and scholarship 
1/3 of 15 volunteers, we would raise about $4000 that way. It would be preferable to ask $100 per 
week, as we did in January. If we need to rent an additional vehicle, that would add about $1000 
per week. 

7. Please consider this proposal at the January 28 JSPOC meeting and let us know if we should 
proceed with planning the March project. Mike Gray, Barb Leutke, Jason Ohdner and Glen 
Trostle will be there to provide further information and counsel. Tom Kowal will be available by 
phone and e-mail to consult or answer questions: 303-921-1481, tomandannette@comcast.net .  

 


