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FLAGSTAFF MONTHLY MEETING OF FRIENDS

FLAGSTAFF ARIZONA
STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT

MARCH, 2003

The year 2002 was a busy one for Flagstaff Monthly Meeting. It saw many members and attenders
involved in activities of the Meeting and saw our meeting, too, involved in a wide range of activity.
We continued to rejoice in maintaining increased participation, typically 20 to 25 at worship, often
more, including children. Meeting for Worship for Business involved around a third of our regularly
active adults and dealt well with several important issues during the year.

The Meeting struggled with how to begin taking an active part in the movement for peace and how to
make progress together in Friends Peace Testimony. We proceeded with care to consider our
capacities and our unity. The Meeting¹s Peace and Social Concerns Committee, entering its fourth
year, grew in leadership and discernment. We met in sessions of worship-sharing and of discussion
on the Peace Testimony. Through participants from the Meeting, Flagstaff Meeting established
liaison with the community¹s Coalition for Justice and Peace and helped in forming The Interfaith
Community of Flagstaff. These groups lead and co-ordinate peace work. We participated in a
community rally for peace, purchased a large, permanent banner proclaiming "There is no way to
peace. Peace is the way." and placed it on the front of our meeting house as a continuous statement.

We continued as a meeting to work together on our spiritual life. In January we held a weekend
retreat with this focus at the unique setting of Arcosanti community in spacious open country
halfway down toward the Valley of the Sun. Robert Griswold from Denver was our guest retreat
leader. We examined together our spiritual "condition" as we experience it being spoken to and
as Quaker thought has explained it. For the second year our Committee on Ministry and Oversight
continued semi-annual half-day "retreats" to examine the Meeting¹s answers to its spiritual calling, its
community of fellowship and its social responsibilities.

In the Flagstaff area community, we found new undertakings. At the Flagstaff Family Food Center,
which prepares daily evening meals for those needing them, some Meeting members and
attenders worked on enhancing the children¹s reading room, a place for after-school and evening
activities. They built a computer table and added computers with school-related programs, and the
Meeting member, the late Jan Stevens. Funds from a memorial to Jan were used for these
contributions. In the community also, the Meeting began in 2002 having a representative go monthly
to the Northern Arizona Inter-Religious Association, to which pastors and leaders from religious
bodies of all kinds are invited.

Flagstaff Meeting kept up its efforts to provide children in our meeting with quality programs that
engage them in continuing growth as Friends. The Meeting was encouraged by several young
families¹ regular participation with their children. We realized a need to broaden participation in First
Day School leadership and teaching and to relieve parents for attending worship.

The sense of the Meeting continues to be one of hope, harmony and progress.
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Pima Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
931 North Fifth Avenue, Tucson, Arizona 85705

State of the Meeting Report 2002-2003

As with facing last year’s challenges of war and unrest, Pima Meeting this past year has
continued to make progress in focusing our goals and concerns. Friends have individually and
collectively served a number of worthy causes, including the timely need to remind the young of
their options about military service, conscientious objection, and the draft. Many Friends and the
Peace and Social Order Committee have been involved in activist leadings in the face of threats
of war and glorification of the military. In September the Meeting prepared a Minute affirming
our adherence to the Peace Testimony. The Minute was sent to a number of government
representatives and media outlets.

Members have worked with many Quaker organizations at the regional and national
level, and on national legislation in many areas. Our relationship with the American Friends
Service Committee/Arizona Area has been near symbiotic in our close agreement of goals in
many areas. We have been pleased at the smooth transition in AFSC/Arizona Area’s staff
leadership. We have continued in our attempts to alleviate suffering of migrants crossing the
border both through direct assistance such as that by members participating in the "Samaritan
Patrol" (for whom the Meeting approved a letter of support) and through the efforts of our
Released Friend Juan Pascoe to arrange contacts between officials of the Mexican and US
governments to seek longer term regularization of migrant labor.

The meetinghouse has undergone more needed improvements, and Friends have worked
well together in dealing with practical problems that have arisen. Committees have done an
excellent job in fulfilling their goals, including sustaining membership. Currently there are
ninety-two members and four sojourning members and many active attenders. 

We have sponsored a number of events, extended hospitality to the homeless in their
overnight visits, celebrated a marriage under the care of the Meeting, and entertained ourselves
with celebrations such as the communal Thanksgiving dinner and the Christmas party. Retreats
have proved a delightful way of enhancing communication among committee members. We
have been pleased at the greater involvement of youth in the Meeting. Our children continue to
amaze us as they grow both physically and spiritually. We nurture and are nurtured by all of
them, from toddlers to teens. 

Ministry and Oversight Committee, with the help of others, has worked to clarify
definitions of Ministering during Meeting for Worship, and we have faced such problems as
unauthorized eldering and addressed, as have other committees, specific problems of
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interpersonal communication with clearness committees. The healing which the Meeting
undertook earlier to improve our spiritual gathering has been fruitful. We are confident that we
will face the challenging days ahead with both spiritual and pragmatic effectiveness.  

Our Spotlight series continues as Friends are invited to tell their spiritual journeys. Video
and audio recordings of these presentations also enrich our archival library holdings. There has
been continued interest in more Quaker Studies sessions. The Meeting fosters 

continued contacts with Cascabel and Cochise Worship Groups, both under the care of the
Meeting, and we are glad when Friends from those groups are able to worship with us—and
share a potluck lunch.  

Once again, we emphasize that our spiritual well-being affects everything we do in life,
and we must feel the presence of God in all our endeavors.  Our spiritual center demands our full
devotion. No matter how distracted by the secular, we must see clearly through the ephemeral to
the eternal. 

We have enjoyed sitting as a gathered Meeting in harmony without denying our
differences, resolving them in creative ways. We have done a commendable job of listening to
one another with loving regard and thus being enriched and inspired in a number of areas of our
concern. It has been a good year for Pima Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.

Lovingly & Respectfully Submitted, 

Ministry and Oversight Committee

 Separate reports from Cascabel Worship Group and Cochise Worship Group are enclosed.
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CASCABEL WORSHIP GROUP
UNDER THE CARE OF PIMA MONTHLY MEETING

OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

STATE OF THE WORSHIP GROUP

2002

The Cascabel W orship Group (CW G) is under the care of Pima Monthly Meeting in Tucson, Arizona.  It
meets in a rural area called “Cascabel” (local Spanish for “rattler”) which is east of the Rincon Mountains
along the central part of the San Pedro River.

CW G began m eeting regularly in 1996.  Now meetings for worship are held at 10:00 a.m . on four Sundays
a month.  We meet in six of our homes.  On first Sunday, meeting for worship is followed by fellowship and
a potluck lunch.  On second Sunday, referred to as “Meeting for Reading,” a period of unprogramm ed
worship is fo llowed by reading and discussing som e work of spiritual significance such as a Pendle Hill
pam phlet or an article or book.  Third Sunday is simply an unprogram med m eeting for worship.  On fourth
Sunday, referred to as “Meeting for Leading,” an unprogram med period of worship is followed by worship
sharing, speaking to a group or individual concern of a spiritual, personal, or comm unity nature.

During 2002 the CW G has increased in numbers to twelve worshipers who consider themselves
mem bers.  Two, Pat Corbett and Judith McBride, are mem bers of Pima Monthly Meeting; two, Jeannine
and Charlie Thomas, have long been m em bers of New Orleans Monthly Meeting (South Central Yearly
Meeting); one, Allen Karcher, is a mem ber of Claremont Monthly Meeting (Pacific Yearly Meeting); one,
Mike Gray, is a mem ber of Fort Collins Monthly Meeting; and Candy Boyd is a mem ber of St. Louis
Monthly Meeting (Illinois Yearly Meeting).  Five others are not members of the Soc iety of Friends but are
regular attenders: Daniel Baker, Pearl Mast, Karen McKelvey, Elna Otter, and David Omick.

Those are the bare facts of the life of the CW G.  But we try to make our individual and comm unity lives
concrete expressions of our comm itment to the Spirit of Love and Truth, Simplicity and Service.

For example, Candy Boyd has been released by her meeting to work under a concern for the welfare of
North American Indians; she is a founder of Project Lakota.  Mike Gray is staff for the Intermountain Yearly
Meeting/American Friends Service Committee Joint Service Project.  Their work takes them from the
Dakotas to Mexico, but they call Cascabel home.  Candy and Mike are beginning the process of applying
to marry under the care of Pima Monthly Meeting.

Being aware of our place in the larger Cascabel comm unity (small as it is) and of the contribution to that
comm unity that some of our personal experiences and professional training could make, some of us
presented a program , open to all, on prudent preparation for death.  CW G mem bers Pat Corbett, recently
bereaved by the death of Friend Jim Corbett; Karen McKelvey, a Hospice nurse at Tucson Medical Center
and for part of Cochise county; and Judith McBride, with a professional background in health care ethics
and a concern for simple body disposal, were joined by Pima Monthly Meeting mem bers Barbara Elfbrandt
and Meredith Little, who could use their legal training and experience to present information and respond
to questions.  Pat made a moving plea for thinking about death and planning and taking preparatory action
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well in advance of expected need and of the importance of talking about these matters with friends and
family mem bers.

Another example is Daniel Baker, who presented a series of classes about Jim Corbett’s religious
philosophy and how such actions as his service in saving refugees from Central America and his vision of
and creation of a caring community organized to preserve and restore and learn to live with vulnerable
pieces of earth here in Cascabel are all an expression of that philosophy.  The classes were part of The
Tucson School of the international People’s School for Faith-based Activists, called Word and W orld.

Land redemption is clearly a focus of most of the mem bers of our worship group.  For some of us, this is a
faith-based concern; some others would not describe their commitment in the sam e way.  And we work in
every project with those who are not Friends or attenders but who share our concern for the environment
in general and for the redem ption of specific lands in Cascabel in particular.

Almost all members of the CW G are deeply involved in major rural and wildlands projects begun during
the lifetime of founding member, Jim Corbett.  These projects can be thought of as works in which we
participate in the hallowing of the earth, its air and water, its comm unity of plants, animals, and the lives of
all of us who strive to live in harmony with this community of life.  These projects are very concrete and are
very hard work.

One of these projects is the managing of land owned and leased by the Saguaro Juniper Corporation,
founded by Pat and Jim Corbett and other Friends/friends in 1988; its shareholders include numerous
mem bers of Pima Monthly Meeting and other Friends as well.  Humane care of grass-fed cattle,
responsible and innovative ways of managing land, water and grazing, and restoration of eroded lands
have made possible some progress toward renewal of healthy life in an area of fifteen square miles (15
sections).  One member, Charlie Thomas, has a special commitment to raising native grasses and
restoring them to their original habitat.  Some m embers specialize in care of cows or in establishing and
maintaining good methods of water production and storage for the use of both cows and wildlife.  Many
work on building and maintaining good fences or in maintaining records and responsible business
practices.  There is at least one role for each of us in this com munity committed to the work needed to
care for and hallow a particular piece of the earth; a task we believe cannot be done in the abstract.

A second project to which most of us devote time, money, and effort is the Cascabel Hermitage
Association (CHA), a non-profit corporation founded with the imaginative and practical help of P ima
Monthly Meeting.  Early in 1995 two people filed an application to get a zoning variance on some land very
near Saguaro Juniper land and three miles uphill from  the Corbetts ’ home.  In itially, they said that the ir
intention was to build a shooting range.  But further information from them and consultation with the
Southern Poverty Law Center and with the Anti-Defamation League led us and other Cascabel residents
to believe that what they really had in m ind was a militia training center.  Among the weapons they said
that they planned to use was one with a tra jectory of three m iles – a good downhill shot at the Corbett
home.  To be brief, the comm unity rallied in opposition and, realizing that their request for a zoning
variance would be denied, the two people withdrew their application and moved on.

The CHA grew out of urgent efforts to sanctify and protect the land that had been so threatened by an evil
purpose.
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Jim  Corbett wrote about the need for he lp in doing this and his appeal was published by Befriending
Creation (a publication of Friends Com mittee in Unity with Nature) and read by a Tucson Catholic couple
who had been seeking land to preserve for generations in a world rapidly degrading the natural
environment.  Many meetings between Jim and the couple, Francis and Mary Lou Gonzalez-Leitner
resulted in agreement on a concept for making the previously threatened land into a sacred space.  Then
followed months of work on bylaws and other practicalities and the organization now known as the
Cascabel Hermitage Association was ready to come into existence and almost ready to acquire the four
hundred-plus acres involved.  This was when Pima Monthly Meeting stepped in to accept the Gonzalez-
Leitner donation and to acquire and hold the land until the CHA acquired temporary (and now perm anent)
non-profit or 501(c)(3) status from the U.S. Internal Revenue Service.  At the called meeting for business
at which this action by Pima Monthly Meeting was approved, the Meeting also approved a minute that
required that at least one member of the CHA Board of Directors  be a member of Pima Monthly Meeting. 
This requirement has been written into the CHA bylaws and at present Pat Corbett serves on the CHA
Board and Meredith Little is its treasurer.

Six of our CW G m embers  are devoted fu ll or part time to the care and managem ent of CHA land and its
three programs.  These are, principally, Pearl Mast, David Omick, and Daniel Baker, as well as Karen
McKelvey, Pat Corbett, and Judith McBride.

One program provides for solitary retreats or sojourns on CHA land.  Another provides for holding and
arranging conservation easements on lands owned by neighbors and others, thus assuring unending
protection for the land and its waters and life.  The third program involves education workshops about the
land and its water and living things and how to live lightly upon it.  These workshops can range from how
to preserve food by sun-drying to the production of mesquite pod flour and its use; to the geology of the
land, various alternative ways of building to live in harmony with the desert and the natural history of local
plants (from saguaros to wildflowers and those that are sources of wild food).  We are fortunate to have
among the mem bers of CHA, Saguaro Juniper, and Pima Monthly Meeting a number of professionals and
specialists in these fields and also that outs ide these groups there are those who are generous with their

time and expertise.  Participants in the workshops have come from these organizations, from the greater
Cascabel community, from Tucson and elsewhere.

Several colleges and universities, including Earlham, have study programs concerning the southwest or
on the Sonoran Desert.  These programs have brought groups of students to CHA to learn from
workshops and by doing – including the hard work of building and maintaining facilities.  Som e comments
from students and others who have experienced the Hermitage Association’s programs follow:

Much gratitude for the sacred space you have allowed to exist and created by providing the
hermitage.  Not only is there beauty, but also time enough ... I became quietly and persistently aware that
simple living is a real possibility and necessity.  In the timelessness priorities arranged them selves.  Life
will be simpler when I return to “the world”.  Question: What do I need to do so there isn’t so much of a gap
between the possibility and the lived reality? ... After sojourns like this I feel that the greatest gift we can
give children is a deep connection with the living earth.

(Peace and Justice Activist, Centralia, W ashington)

Each time here, I’m struck by the silence.  For the first few hours, my ears ring with it.  Only later
do they become acclimated to the stillness.  It’s a silence that has become foreign to my life in a city, or
even in my rural visits, ... It becom es very palpable why mystics have gone to the desert for discernm ent –
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the silence which is unrelenting, all-encom passing, blanketing d istraction.  I treasure th is land for its
silence ... I am  deeply grateful to Jim  of b lessed m em ory, ... and the others who have preserved this
gracious land.

(Professor, Toronto, Canada)

It seems that the desert is one place where people really have to think about what living means ...

(Earlham  College Student)

I know that the San Pedro river is a major route for ... birds but also there is som ething more. 
W hen I was able to slow down and follow the steps of people with a deep appreciation of the land my joy
and respect for the land increased, too.  There is som ething uniquely sacred about every place if you are
able to take the time to sit, watch and listen to it.

(Earlham  College Student)

The Cascabel W orship Group welcomes visits from  Pima Monthly Meeting members  and attenders  to
worship in our hom es.  But at least as much we also urge visits to the land we protect and care for and are
learning about.  And we extend this invitation to Friends/friends everywhere.
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Cochise Fri ends Worship Group
State of t he Worship Gr oup Repor t

2002

Dear Friends,

There are no changes in our activities.  We still take care of our Mexican project,
bringing food and clothing over the border Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas.  The
receivers are the poor parish, the Asilium, and the Orphanage in Agua Prieta.  At
Douglas we support the House of Hope with children’s clothes brought from Michigan
by Helen Fritzsche.  We take part in vigils of the World Citizen Group for Peace and
Justice.   They meet close to the border carrying wooden crosses with the name of a
human being found dead in the Sonoran desert.  In spring of 2002 the number of deaths
reported was 1,800 altogether.  We made it possible that Judy Plank, a dedicated
Quaker and attendee of our group, could join the study tour looking into the problem on
both sides of the border, visiting the wall erected to stop illegal immigrants from coming
into the U.S.  They also visited the headquarters of the Border Patrol.  We sent money
to Friends Service Committee to support their effort to help in the Gaza Strip and
Afghanistan.

Most all of our attenders come from the Arizona Friends Settlement close to
Douglas founded by Roy and Ruth Stucky.  The project is increasing and new houses
are being built.  The Spiveys are visiting the prison in Safford and building projects in
Mexico.  Six to 15 Friends and attenders gather at our Meeting for Worship.  We also
help needy people in our neighborhood.

Gerhard Fritzsche
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State of the Meeting Report

Tempe Monthly Meeting

March 2003

Tempe Meeting continues to seek a spiritual focus as we face the troubling times existing in our
world. Members and attenders participate in a wide variety of peace and social action activities
but we are aware that our spiritual lives must be the pivotal reason for our outward expressions
of our commitments. From a special called meeting for business, our Meeting approved and
distributed a Minute stating our concern over the preparation for war in Iraq.

We have been energized by two weekend retreats. Carolyn Schodt from Philadelphia Yearly
Meeting led a retreat of the Spiritual Formation Program in November. Twenty-three members
are committed to a daily spiritual discipline, to meet once a month in small group spiritual
sharing and to attend a combined large group discussion of the month’s readings. The Meeting’s
annual spiritual retreat, focusing on “Discernment”, was led by Patricia Loring, author of
Listening Spirituality.

A new Outreach Committee is facilitating the sharing of information about Friends’ beliefs and
activities, within the Meeting and in the community. This includes the development of our
website, <www.tempequakers.com>.

The Peace and Social Concerns Committee arranged a meeting at which Jean Zaru, Ramallah
(Palestine) Friends Meeting, shared her experiences. One member helped organize and attended
the January FWCC Peace Conference at Guilford College in North Carolina. Others continue to
be active in prison visitations and the Alternatives to Violence Project. The Committee and
individual Friends have participated in many other activities throughout the year, including
feeding the hungry, providing holiday gifts for the children of prison inmates, delivering meals
to the homebound, fund-raising for the hungry and homeless, and witnessing for nonviolent
action.

The meetinghouse has been enlarged, a covered breezeway connects us to the three new
classrooms. We are now furnishing the new space and planning the landscaping for the adjacent
area. The added space and modifications to our existing structure are greatly appreciated by all,
and will allow more effective use of the meetinghouse.

Our First Day School continues to grow, with twelve children of elementary school age, several
preschoolers and several of middle school and high school age. A number of dedicated Friends
work with our children, teaching Quaker history, beliefs and testimonies, the Bible, and other
faith traditions. They are learning from the children in return. Once again older and younger
Friends united to prepare the annual Christmas play as their gift to the Meeting. Young Friends
also assembled emergency relief kits for an AFSC project.

Our Hospitality Committee has been active throughout the year, providing meals and
refreshments for Friends attending events in the meetinghouse. We welcomed the opportunity to
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give hospitality to the IMYM Faith and Practice Committee. Friendly Eights dinners continue to
provide important opportunities for fellowship.

The Meeting welcomed two new members, one by transfer and one by convincement. We
celebrated the arrival of one baby and three children by adoption. The Meeting now has 79
adults and 7 children under the age of 18 years in membership.

Approved by Friends at the regular meeting for business held the ninth day of Third Month,
2003.
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Boulder Monthly Meeting
State of the Meeting Report 2002

The State of our Meeting is good.  We celebrated our fiftieth year.  Attendance remains strong and
problems minimal.  Members have shown caring concern for those caught in difficult situations and have prayerfully
engaged in discernment when the occasions warranted.  We welcomed new members this year:  Nancy Kraushaar,
Sami Pauze, Heather Pauze, and Jay Bollinger. Steve Clark, Kristin Fuhrmann and Bob Michener transferred their
memberships to our meeting.  The Boulder Meeting convened three clearness committees for marriage:  Gene
Barnett and Jan Shaner, Erin Sanders and Charlie Brennan (jointly with Mountain View Meeting), and Steve Clark
and Kristin Fuhrmann.  Memorial services were held for Wolf Thron in January 2002 and Kay Dugan in April 2002.

We hosted two Gottlieb lectures during the last year.  Lauren de Boer spoke on spiritual ecology in
September 2001 and Val Phillips spoke about Middle East peace in April 2002. The annual fall gathering was held
in September with a panel presentation about the lives of four Quakers.  The Quakers Studies series and one-night
Introductions to Quakerism continue to be successful.  We also offered a series on Quaker History and one on
Quaker Women’s Voices.  Boulder Friends shared meals at private homes for the ongoing potluck program, this year
on the topic of the Quaker peace testimony in our lives.

The Service Committee was active this year, continuing to arrange Meeting volunteers and recommend
Meeting donations to community organizations.  Foremost are the Boulder Shelter for the Homeless with donations
of money and supplies, a monthly cooking crew, and our second year of hosting overflow Shelter guests at the
Meetinghouse one night each week during the winter; and the Emergency Family Assistance Association where we
continue to sponsor an apartment unit for families in need.  The Meeting provides rides to Meeting for those who
cannot drive, and support to individuals and families of the Meeting.  A new jail ministry service program is being
established and more effective ways of involving M eeting children and youth in service are also being explored.  

The Boulder Meeting First Day School continues to expand.  The K-12 program involved 45-50, with
twenty more in the child care room. On three occasions the children presented delightful skits to the Meeting about
Quaker history or the Bible.  All children participated in various service projects such as a bake sale for the Red
Cross, a hunger pledge walk, unpacking food at Community Food Share, and making candy to sell for the AFSC
border project.  Last summer we started a new program for our children. Rather than just supervision during the
summer months, we instituted special weekly programs with a Friend to lead an activity, an experienced teacher, and
a Meeting volunteer.  Activities included cooking, crafts, nature hikes, hike rides and stories.

Our beautiful, well-organized library continues to serve the Meeting.  This year we expanded the
collections in Spiritual Ecology, Peaceful Careers, and children’s selections.  Committee members spend time to
assure return of overdue books.

Boulder Friends continue their support of the Denver Area Office of the AFSC.  This year we worked with
AFSC on public events surrounding September 11 including press conferences and meetings with members of
Congress, its work with the Colorado Coalition for the Prevention of Nuclear War and Blankets for Afghanistan,
assisting with the Hiroshima Peace Walk, the AFSC Denver annual meeting, and the recognition retreat.

The Peace and Social Justice Committee has supported many activi ties this year. Arising from special
meetings for worship and clearness after September 11, Friends decided to resume a silent vigil for peace held in
downtown Boulder.  It was held twice weekly until  February and is now each Sunday. Participants distribute cards
that read, “Peace is Possible.  We believe that war is wrong. We believe in using nonviolent ways to respond to
conflict. We believe it is possible to live the kind of life that takes away the occasion of war. We believe love is the
most powerful force on earth.”  Contacts were made to the local Muslim community and a list of resources was
compiled for area youth wanting information about conscientious objection.

The Boulder Meeting made donations to Friends House Moscow, New Foundations, African Great Lakes
Initiative, Help Along the Border, Monte Verde Friends School and Finca La Bella in Costa Rica, education
programs in El Salvador, Friends Committee on National Legislation, American Friends Service Committee and
Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors.  The Peace and Social Justice Committee sponsors monthly letter-
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writing on timely topics.  The Meeting continues to expand its Peaceful Careers booth, this year adding area high
schools to the universities venues.  Out of an interest of several Friends, the Meeting began a study group on
Spiritual Ecology.  The Meeting also participates in several local interfaith dialogues and programs about peace and
social justice.

The Fellowship Committee of Boulder Meeting works hard behind the scenes to provide for food and
arrangements that support our social interaction.  The monthly potluck was laid down on a trial basis due to
decreasing amounts of food and volunteers being offered.  Instead, there are no programs scheduled on the fourth
Sunday and Friends are encouraged to linger after worship with coffee and tea.  Special potlucks for Christmas and
Easter continue.  There were several special events this year including the fift ieth anniversary of our Meeting,
special children’s concert, family dance night, Gilbert White’s 90th birthday, an a memorial hike.  Friends continue
to be interested in forming or joining extended families--a long-standing Boulder Meeting tradition. 

We typically schedule one-hour programs on the third Sunday following worship.  This year programs
included reports and perspectives from Israel, a report on the World Conference on Racism in Durbin, South Africa,
US/Mexico border issues, art and Quakerism.  Each first Sunday the Program Committee invites a Friend to share
her or his spiritual journey.  These are always enlightening, varied and well  attended.
  

The Boulder Meeting Scholarship Committee plays an important role in assisting Friends to participate in
Quaker activities.  Support includes not only IMYM  and Colorado Regional Meeting but to a meeting of Friends
Committee on Unity with Nature, an AFSC-IMYM  joint service project, and for purchase of books on Quakerism.

The responsibilities of the Meeting Treasurer have grown, with the addition of some paid positions for care
and religious education coordinator and an increase in special, earmarked funds.  As it became increasingly difficult
for any one person to carry out the entire task, the Meeting rotated the job in 2002 among three Friends while we
evaluated roles and responsibilities.  We now have clarified duties of the Treasurer and Associate a Treasurer and
have a separate chair for the Finance Committee.

Through our Right Sharing Committee, the Boulder Meeting continues working with people at the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota.  The purpose is to assist with physical work projects while building
relationships.  We sent 14 Friends to a work camp last summer and support a children’s art camp through an annual
benefit concert.  Boulder Friends are also helping with a research project to update information about health and
social conditions on the reservation.

Our Meetinghouse continues to provide joy and sustenance as it meets our needs for worship, religious
education, fellowship and outreach.  The New Horizons Cooperative Preschool remains our treasured tenant.  Minor
upgrades have been made along with the typical maintenance. We now purchase 100% of our electricity from wind
generation. We were grateful to have had insurance when a vandal broke one of the large windows in the front of the
worship room; it was repaired hours before a wedding.

The Nominating Committee once again talked to every Meeting member and regular attender and
recommended a full slate of officers and committees which was enthusiastically received at the April meeting for
business.  Fran Boler will service as Clerk starting June 1, 2002.
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Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting

State of the Meeting

2003

The Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting is continuing in our tradition of being small, but strong
and mighty. We have 3 birthright children and 25 members, two of whom transferred this year
from the Santa Monica Meeting in California. 

We recently moved our place of worship to Julie Roten’s law office at 524 South Cascade. It is
cozy and meets our basic needs, but we are anticipating that a more suitable facility will become
available within the next few months.

We have had two clearness committees for marriage. Both were very successful in helping the
petitioning couples achieve clearness about proceeding with marriage. One couple decided to
postpone their ceremony and the other is proceeding with confidence. This will be our first
marriage Under the Care of the Meeting between people of the same sex. Fortunately our
meeting approved a Minute several years ago in support of same sex marriages. On May 3, 2003,
Ann Grant Martin and Karla Crescenta will be married Under the Care of the Meeting at Hillside
Community Center in Colorado Springs.

First Day School continues to be a challenge for us but Jonathan McPhee has volunteered to be
the coordinator. He has plans for a more interactive curriculum that our children are looking
forward to. We expect that implementation will begin in the fall of 2003.

Students at Colorado College have requested an "on campus" Quaker Meeting for Worship.
Ginger Morgan, a member of the Colorado Springs Friends and acting chaplain at Colorado
College, is their advisor. This group is a Worship Group Under the Care of the Colorado Springs
Monthly Meeting.

A service project that is planned to collect materials and assemble hygiene kits for migrant
workers in the San Luis Valley. These kits will be delivered to La Puente Migrant House in
Alamosa, Colorado. The women of Colorado Springs Friends are looking forward to planning
the fall Quaker Women’s’ Retreat.

In the Light,
Ann Grant Martin, Recording Clerk
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STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT

of 

FORT COLLINS FRIENDS MEETING

for 

COLORADO REGIONAL MEETING 

and 

INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING

FEBRUARY 23,  2003

The Spirit has blessed us as a Meeting this year.  

Attendance at weekly worship has become more regular for many of us, and Friends have noted the depth
and power of both vocal and silent ministry. We continue singing on First Days, prior to Meeting for
Worship.  We consider this a different form of fellowship but equally as holy as worshipping together. On
August 18, Fort Collins Friends Meeting held a well attended and deep Meeting for Worship and First
Day School outdoors at the Judson Ranch in Livermore, CO. 

Although we now have 46 adult members of our meeting, only 31 of whom reside in the Fort
Collins/Loveland area. Our attendance at meetings for worship remains between 20 to 35 on an average.
Our average attendance at business meeting has grown. This year we have had a large number of visitors
and a growing number of regular attenders who have greatly contributed to the life of the Meeting.

Although we did not reach our projected budget, we were able to defer some work on the Meeting House
and grounds, allowing us to end the year in the black.  Our efforts at fundraising successful:  we held two
yard/bake sales raising more than $1,000.  We have been repaying the loan from Mountain View Meeting
with regular monthly payments.  Our new Finance Committee has challenged us as a Meeting to raise
more funds for Religious Education and for our Faith in Action Committee to send a young person to one
of the AFSC-IMY M W ork Camps this spring.

Fort Collins Friends Spiritual Formation program for adults in the Meeting has doubled in membership to
14. There are two “large” groups of seven, participating in monthly dinners and smaller “spiritual
friendship” groups (3-4 members). These groups started in October and plan to end in May with a group
evaluation session.  This program has served to tie the community together in “that which is eternal.”

This year, our community has grown in intimacy and numbers.  We have received one adult new member:
Ann Jefferson. We have received request for membership from the Cremean family from Spearfish, SD. 
This request is under the care of our Ministry and Counsel Committee.  Sadly, Long time attender,
Marian Haurwitz, died. She is deeply missed.
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A large number of people, both members and attenders, are serving Meeting in various capacities and we
have participated more actively in the Yearly meeting on Continuing Committee, Nominating Committee
and the Faith in Action committee. We continued to have large participation in Regional and Yearly
M eeting and the FGC Gathering.  

Our religious education program has continued to grow this year, with a large, active committee of both
parents and non-parents of small children working hard to make the program successful and inviting. Our
First Day School has a paid teacher, Luana Heikes, who prepares lessons two Sundays a month, develops
lesson plans for other weeks to be delivered by members of the Religious Education Committee and
inspires the six or so regular youth to return First Day after First Day. The Committee sponsored a well-
attended Meeting-wide overnight camping trip to the Poudre Canyon in August, and held a reverent
Meeting for Worship under the trees there.  The adults helped the children to do some safe tubeing in the
river. The second annual children’s ski trip to Snowy Range in Wyoming was a well attended by eight
children and eight adults.  This year Fort Collins Friends hosted and organized the fall Colorado Quaker
Women’s Retreats at Highlands Presbyterian Camp on the theme of "Our relationship with the Divine."  

River Song Waldorf  Preschool moved out of the First Day School space in June 2002.  We have showed
the space to another preschool prospective-tenant recently and are hopeful for a new tenant next fall.

Friends have installed a formal sign in front of the Meeting house and participated in gardening activities
such as planting donated bulbs and watering the flower beds and lawn. 

With the support of the Faith in Action committee, our empty lot continues to be used for the Community
Youth Garden Project, led by Lorin Unterberger.  Lorin has sought and obtained assistance and support
from local businesses who have donated tools, seeds, bulbs, plants and supplies. Turning Point, serving
troubled youth inFort Collins, continues to participate in the service projects of the Garden.  This year, the
irrigation system of the Meeting House yard was extended to the Youth Garden to improve the water
utilization and lower the uncertainty of the watering regime. This was particularly important due to the
regional drought we have been experiencing.

M any members of the Meeting community have attended the weekly Strength Through Peace vigil (a
Center for Justice, Peace, and the Environment sponsored project) and the Women for Peace group which
has encouraged friendship, constructive dialog and peacemaking activi ties among women from various
faith communities including those of Islam, Judaism, Christianity and those unaffil iated with religion.
The prospect of war has led many to participate in petition drives, protests in Fort Collins, Denver and
Colorado Springs, and the Rice for Peace project.  Several children and a number of adults participated in
the Martin Luther King Day March January 20.  

Our new member, Ann Jefferson, traveled again to Guatemala for three months and returned in December
2002, sending back weekly reports to the Meeting, individual donors and her support committee
members.  She gave a moving presentation on her work there with a women’s association, creating a
community based cooperative chicken rearing enterprise.  Friends have served on the Strength Through
Peace committee and boards of Restorative Justice Committee and the Center for Justice, Peace, and the
Environment, and Right Sharing of World Resources.
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Meeting continued as a supporting congregation for United Campus Ministries, our outreach to Colorado
State students and staff, and provided several fellowship meals for students and UCM staff on Wednesday
evenings.

We continue to provide oversight to the Rapid City Worship Group.  Rapid City Quakers struggle with
their isolation and small numbers. Overall, Fort Collins M eeting is doing well and slowly growing both in
numbers and in spiritual discernment. 

 In peace and love, 

 Charlotte I. Miller 

 Clerk, Fort Collins Meeting of Friends
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Mountain Vi ew  Friends’ Meeti ng

State of  the Meeti ng – April  2003    

Mountain View Friends’ Meeting is located in southeast Denver. Our membership roll
includes 190 adults and 16 children – five of them infants added this year at the request of their
parents. This makes us large for a Friends’ Meeting, and brings with it the usual benefits and
deficits of size – a children’s program with more than one child per age group, concern about
community fragmentation. We have three meetings for worship on Sunday – two at the
meetinghouse and one in Lakewood (West Side). An adult discussion group also gathers at the
meetinghouse during the early meeting for worship. An evening meeting for worship is held in
Evergreen on the third Sunday of every month. Each meeting for worship has its own character
and its own characters. In a way, 10:30 worship is our family gathering, since First Day School
starts with the children leaving worship after the first 15 minutes. It has the largest regular
attendance, and business meeting, social activities, and presentations are scheduled at the
meetinghouse afterwards. West Side is our smallest weekly meeting for worship, and is a tight
though welcoming community. Our 9:00 worship affords attenders time for deep stillness and
prayer. The gathering in Evergreen is new and quite small, but has already inspired people to
drive down the mountain to Mountain View to worship more often. In addition to monthly
potluck lunches at the meetinghouse and at West Side, we have many social groups: City View
breakfasts, quilters, folk dancing, even a monthly afternoon of bridge. 

It is the work of the meeting that connects those who are active across the boundaries of
our worshipping habits. We have a large committee structure (the functions of Ministry and
Oversight have been divided among four separate committees), and we added a Peace and
Justice committee this year. This has helped us become more active and effective in the Denver
area’s peace movement. Yet as we staff our committees, we find another of the paradoxes of our
size: many hands make light work, but many hands also reduce the urgency which underscores
participation. Only 15 – 20% of our members attend the meeting for business regularly.

We are proud of several education programs we offer. We have an excellent Quaker
Studies program. This year, our Death and Memorials committee offered a series of
presentations on “Death for Beginners.” We are putting our planned First Day School curriculum
into place, and John Calvi will be the presenter at our “School of the Spirit.”

Still, we are wandering a little. We are in a generational change – the people who
founded our meeting are passing, and we miss the grounding their presence gave us. We are
hungry for relevance in a country at war, and hungry for the Light. Holding Meeting for
Business in a proper worshipful attitude is always a challenge. We have a broad sense of what
can be spiritual in someone’s life, and try not to miss the spiritual in the unfamiliar, yet this
openness to possibility leaves us concerned for its depth. Friends receive support spiritually and
practically – but we must add, “especially if they are willing to ask.” When we instituted our
Peace and Justice Committee, we struggled for a long time over its structure, the freedoms we
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wanted it to have, and our fears about the trouble it might get us into. We started our most recent
fiscal year with a challenging budget, but did not meet the challenge. Revising the budget was a
painful struggle, as we felt forced to reduce our outreach. Later, even the revised budget became
a challenge, but we did meet that one. So at last, we must say there is much that is working, but
we have a deep sense that our meeting can be more than it is.  
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Albuquerque Monthly Meeting
of the

Religious Society of Friends
3 March 2003

THE STATE OF ALBUQUERQUE MEETING:

I n time of war or the threat of war, people turn to us, trusting our witness for peace and reconciliation.        
Albuquerque Monthly Meeting has responded to that testimony all the past year.

On the anniversary of September 11, the meeting house served as a way station for a hopeful and inspiriting
interfaith peace march from a mosque en route to a Catholic Church and a synagogue as well as offering all day long
a haven for those who wanted to join in silent worship and for those who wanted to reach understanding through
discussion. We have throughout the year also taken part in other peace marches: in March, walking with and hosting
a group on a Hiroshima Peace Pilgrimage; in April, joining others in a march to Kirtland Air Force base, and later,
participating in a walk from the synagogue to the mosque, closing the circle.

Twice we published 1) a brief statement about our historical stand against war and explained our present position, 2)
an op-ed letter regarding our beliefs about peace, signed by our clerk; 3) a full page ACLU ad concerning recent
violations of civil liberties.

We have strongly supported two members of our meeting’s Lamb’s Community Worship Group who have gone to
the Palestinian territory and to Iraq as presences with the Christian Peacemaker Teams. 
We welcomed at our Thanksgiving celebration visitors from Colombia sponsored by AFSC who, with the help of a
Guatemalan interpreter told us about their peace activities.

Our Peace and Social Concerns Committee this year has given funds to social action groups with whom we are in
sympathy and has, through two members especially, concentrated on repeal of the death penalty. Closer to home, we
have minuted the Conscientious Objector status of two of our young men members.

Our Junior Young Friends (ages about 9 to 17) took part in a holiday service project as well as giving an inspired
production of "The Night Before Christmas" at Christmas time. As a group they've decided to support one another
by attending each other's school performances, as well as planning social events together. What they'd really like is a
littl e more of that kind of attention from adult Friends.

In the First Day School program we are trying to teach the children Quakerism by example, since there is not a great
deal of specific doctrine for them to know. Though our numbers are small, we want to ensure a vibrant, active
program in which they can enjoy learning Quaker values while getting to know one another as well as adults from
"upstairs" whose participation helps them understand that they are part of the Meeting community. We are
continuing with the curriculum "Growing in the Light." We are incorporating lessons on celebrations from diverse
faiths and cultures, and hope to be able to do more of this in the coming year. As the weather warms, the children
will be working outside with flowers and bulbs. Our committee is also looking into possibilities for a long-term
community service project in which the children can participate.

We feel that all of these activities as well as the increased attendance at our weekly meetings for worship reflect a
deepening of our commitment to our beliefs, and our more strongly centered sense as a meeting of ourselves as a
spiritually guided community. Messages in meetings for worship seem generally more profound, more meaningful,
more centered than in times past. Our small early morning meetings as well as our Wednesday evening meetings
have been held through the year's end. Our adult education meetings also keep drawing inquiring Friends. Certainly
among the greatest blessings of the year have been the seriously joyful Tuesday evening meetings held at the home
of Ann Dudley Edwards as she was dying of pancreatic cancer, who invited us to share with her "this holy time."
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To help care for our house and grounds, Friends and attenders have signed on to "a list of joyful duties" offered by
the capable clerk of that committee. We have also recognized that the rising level of our social action and our
deepening spirituality and friendly concern for one another have increased demands on these physical facilities. We
therefore determined after months of seasoning to enter on the expansion of our meeting house. With a view to the
future we have purchased an adjacent lot and nearby apartments to the east, an action of particular response to
AFSC's moving its New Mexico office to Albuquerque and to our imperative need to give our children a space on
the ground floor and access to the outside.

As other meetings do, we find that it is stil l the old timers who take on most of the meeting's jobs, that we
continuously need to encourage younger members to handle the responsibilities of our do-it-yourself religion. Early
in the year, as the Nominating Committee was struggling with this problem, a committee began to devote itself to
discerning "the essential work of the meeting." An upcoming retreat has emerged from this questioning, and the
Nominating Committee also has been hearing "yes" when it asks younger Friends and newly arrived Friends to take
on some of the needed positions.

All of the preceding considerations lead us yet again to abounding gratitude and appreciation for our young clerk,
who is now turning over that responsibility. She has unfailingly with extraordinary strength and wisdom assisted us
to find the right paths for our meeting to take in a perplexing and troubled time.

SOCORRO WORSHIP GROUP   reports that Sunday meeting is generally attended by 6-11 people at the homes
of various friends.  The numbers being small, the group both suffers from and enjoys friendly intimacy in that they
tend to talk too much prior to settling into silent worship and therefore get started late.  But social events and matters
of concern to the meeting can be easily arranged, changed, and communicated..

GALLUP WORSHIP GROUP   hosted a delightful gathering of Friends in which a portion of New Mexico
Regional Meeting participated  in October at Broken Arrow Ranch.

CLEARLIGHT WORSHIP GROUP Because attendance is growing, Taos Friends are  beginning to plan for
a regular convenor/clerk as well as minimal committees such as Ministry & Oversight and Peace & Social Concerns. 
They also have decided to publish a brief newsletter.

AMARILLO WORSHIP GROUP    The isolated Amarillo Worship Group, which meets every Thursday
evening at First Presbyterian Church, has been especially pleased to offer hospitality to travelers though the
Panhandle — to Friends on their way to the recent gathering of Friends for Lesbian and Gay Concerns, for example,
and to  Genie and Bill Durland who spent a day in retreat with them on Mina Johnson’s farm.  The group has
sponsored a symposium on Islam and has held lively discussions on Barclay’s Apology in various homes on Sunday
afternoons.  In Amarillo, Friends have taken part in peace demonstrations and have made a significant donation to
Second Chance House, in addition to contributing to Right Sharing of World Resources.  “Our little community
grows more alive and vibrant with each passing month.”

Some statistics:
Members. 18 years or older: 145 Changes in Membership during the year
Junior Members, 17 years or younger:   22   New Members by conviction 5
Sojourners     1   Deceased 1
Members from other meetings   34   Transfer to another Meeting 1
Attenders 144
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Durango Friends Meeting
State of the Meeting Report

Third Month, 2003

Last year our State of the Meeting report began with the words “In a world of chaos and
uncertainty”.  Unfortunately, those words ring even more true today as our country prepares for
war.  Our annual retreat in the Fall of 2002 addressed the question of ‘The role of the Meeting in
our community’.  Discussions continued through the Fall about how Meeting activities in the
community express Quaker testimonies, reflecting the importance of the spiritual basis for our
actions, individually and as a Quaker meeting.  From these discussions came broad guidelines
for discerning the Meeting’s Quaker action, including engaging within the Durango community
as well as the broader global community in social, political and financial action.

The Meeting, led by our very active Peace & Social Concerns Committee, has created a
more visible Quaker presence in the community by creating a sign (picture enclosed), which has
been displayed on several different occasions for peace, writing letters to government officials
and articles in our local paper opposing the war.  Some from our Meeting are conducting or
participating in Conflict Resolution workshops.  We participated in a ‘Peace Evening’ at a local
theatre, with information available about our Meeting and Quakerism in general.  Several in our
Meeting have also begun a dialogue with other religious groups in our community, resulting in
several inter-faith prayer services for peace that are well attended and rewarding experiences. 
The Meeting organized a day-long workshop on non-violent action that was open to the
community.

We held a coffee to better acquaint ourselves with our Meetinghouse neighbors last
summer. Members and attenders of our Meeting continue to support, guide, and enrich each
other in our spiritual friendship groups, our active First Day program, our Adult Ed discussions,
and our Meeting community in general.  Members offered a special workshop series on hypnosis
and parenting your parents.  Ministry & Oversight is supporting the San Juan and Mancos Valley
Worship Groups under our care by attending their Meeting for Worship once a quarter.   

We have two new members, one by application and one by transfer of membership.
Special gifts and the continued giving by members and attenders have allowed the

Meeting to accelerate its repayment of construction loans.  The Meeting began a gradual shift of
financial resources into other areas of meeting concern, in relation to the Quaker action
guidelines mentioned above.

After a period of study and seasoning, Durango Friends are pleased to have adopted a
minute on Marriage and Other Committed Relationships.  

A highlight of our year was a Meeting for Worship and potluck at the Mancos home of
Norma Price in August, 2002.  Norma shared pictures and stories in a special memorial to her
daughter, Paula, emphasizing the importance of meeting to children.  It was a memorable
occasion for fellowship.

Our continued commitment to the testimonies of Quakerism help us to focus our efforts
in our Meeting, our community, our country and our world.
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El Paso Monthly Meeting
State of the Meeting

El Paso Monthly Meeting is small but thriving. Meetings are well attended by a group of people
who participate in worship, ministry, and educational programs and support each other in
endeavors in the wider community. A clearness committee meeting as scheduled later this month
to help with a recent application for membership. 

"Quakerism 101" has been the curriculum for our monthly religious education class. We have
been sharing responsibility for leading these sessions, and the readings and discussions have
helped us understand Quakerism and clarify our own points of view. 

We have been able to meet our financial responsibilities. The Open Door Truth Center at 2821
Idalia is generous in their allowing us to use their building. Our telephone message service went
out of business without letting us know that, which meant a few months without phone
communication. Our new number is (915) 546-5651.



27

GILA FRIENDS MEETING – STATE OF THE MEETING 2003

 A year ago, Meeting was, as usual, moving –this time into an old church with stained glass windows,
a big kitchen and big warm rooms where many before us have worshiped, sung and prayed.  Once we got used
to the windows and the comfortable chairs we felt at ease with the place and its historical furnishings and
settled into worship and peace though the world outside is fearsome and threatening.

Due to the experience and involvement of new members, transfers and attenders, Meeting has
become more understanding of our responsibility to participate in the larger framework of Friends and at the
same time to strengthen our own Meeting.  Perhaps the laying down of Regional for lack of enough of us to
travel so far to meetings and to offer to carry responsibil ity for offices showed what must somehow be done if
we are to have a Society of Friends in all its parts. Some of these new members attend Continuing Committee
and the Faith and Practice Revision Committee and bring us reports that give us much more understanding of
what is being discussed and we can offer our opinions.   One of our members is joining the Voices in the
Wilderness Group taking drugs and medicines to Iraq and making an American presence there with the
families of Iraq.

           Our local meetings of religious education in which many are reading and discussing the Pendle
Hill  pamphlets on the subjects of worship and practice help us apply our learning bout Quakers and Quakerism
to what confronts us in daily life. We seek more understanding of ways to help those in Meeting who have
appealed to us for support in illness, death of family and doubts about deeper meanings of worship.  We also
seek to learn from the lives of our elders by recording and listening to their life stories.  We gratefully
acknowledge receipt of a video from Mountain View Meeting of Lillian Watford’s spiritual journey, woven
between her and Clyde’s family and association with the beginning efforts of Friends to bring the principles of
Quakerism to our government policies.

One area that we have put a lot of energy into is peace advocacy in the community. Our Peace and
Social Concerns Committee has sponsored a weekly demonstration in two locations and has been joined by
others in the area, uniting as Grant County Peace Coalition which has organized 3 different peace rallies all of
which have been well attended.  We continue each year to come together with the larger community to
observe Hiroshima Day in the town park.  Another activi ty growing out of our Border concerns is the Bicycle
Inter-community Action & Salvage (BICA) to collect bicycles in all conditions (new and used) to be used to
teach children how to build and repair bikes.  After 15 hours of work, they receive a bicycle of their own.  We
ask our local community for bicycles and parts for them and deliver them to Borderlinks, 1040 N. First
Avenue, Tucson, AZ who take them across the border to Nogales, Mexico.

We feel the absence of First Day children but we enjoy knowing that the large group of children that
grew up in our early days of Meeting are out there in the world, working to help its citizens learn and live
better.  The Meeting’s newsletter carries many stories of their endeavors and successes.  We also know that
grandchildren will soon be coming home to us and we treasure that day.  Balancing these stories of the young
is the sadness of losing Ruth Banks; but her life is stil l here among the children of the community to whom she
brought love and happiness with her stories and costumes.  Not only our Meeting children but youngsters in
all the schools and the library loved her and learned from her own courage and the stories she told.  Her
hospitality and kindness to all she met shine like a star for all to remember.

This is our Meeting; worshiping together, learning, trying to meet each other’s needs, working to
bring peace to each other and the world as best we can.
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State of Society Report

 Las Cruces Monthly Meeting 
of the 

Religious Society of Friends, 
2003 

The last year has been a good year for our Meeting. Attendance has increased, and we have been
very active in the local peace community, forging relationships with others in the community.
We have also leveled the backyard and put in a concrete pad, giving us space for parking, which
has helped to alleviate the problem of having to park so many cars in the street. A high point of
our year was our Christmas get-together, at which we shared a potluck and made and decorated
cookies and ornaments, which we donated to the juvenile detention center.
    We agree that the Meeting helps support our spiritual lives, mostly simply by providing us
with the opportunity to be in the presence of a community, though we are also reminded that
each of us must take responsibility for our own spiritual lives. The Meeting gives us a center and
focus for spiritual lives. We have different ways of preparing ourselves for Meeting; prayer,
meditation, journal writing, reading, thinking about the last week and the issues in our lives, and
chiefly being open to messages during Meeting, whether from within or from vocal ministry. We
try to contribute to the Meeting by participation, work, caring, and such actions as writing our
senators and doing or participating in volunteer work.
   We all greatly appreciate the depth of the silence. Some people mentioned how often they
found the vocal ministry helpful. Several people said that they thought there were spiritually
deep people in Meeting who rarely spoke, and said that they wished such people would speak
more often. Some of us said how much we appreciate the Queries, although one person would
prefer that they be chosen at Business Meeting.
   We had varied perspectives on how well the functions of the Meeting are being carried out.
Some of us agree that functions such as welcoming new attenders, attending to building and
grounds issues, and providing chil d care for very young friends are being addressed adequately.
Others observed that these and other functions may need greater attention.                                      
    Several ideas for improving the group functions of the Meeting were offered, including
encouraging people to regularly attend Meetings for Business for Worship, fostering a greater
involvement in committees where people could use their talents in ministry, finding a balance
between commitments inside and outside of the Meeting, and becoming more aware of Meeting  
functions.  It was also suggested that we need to encourage new attenders to go to Yearly and
Regional Meetings.
    A greater involvement in social concerns, whether by working more closely with other peace
ministries or by reaching out to the community (especially the neighborhood around the Meeting
house), was also mentioned as an area of concern and interest. Several people also indicated that
more energy should be directed toward developing opportunities for the older children of the
Meeting. 
   Many of us expressed an interest in cultivating closer ties with other Meetings, while others
indicated that getting to know those in our own Meeting was a priority. We did agree that
connecting with other Meetings could be a rich experience for us as a group. Inviting guest
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speakers and planning collaborative meetings in outdoor settings were mentioned as interactions
that would be beneficial.
   We agree that using our talents and gifts in support of our Meeting is important. Our Meeting
needs us to share our own time, labor, concern, and money. We also need to recognize the
contributions of others, and be willi ng to step in when active Friends need time to re-energize themselves.

   We agree that supporting each other in times of transition is important.  Some of the ways that
we can do this are cards, calls, bringing food, visits, making clearness committees available, and
most importantly by our presence and concern. Several people said that they felt comfortable
seeking help from Meeting, but others wondered if everyone felt that way. Some felt that they
wanted to do more giving of support. Several people mentioned that we need to celebrate happy
events as well as to give support in difficult times.
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Santa Fe Monthly Meeting

STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT 2003

I am inspirited with a feeling of goodness as I meditate on all that has happened in our Meeting over the
last twelve months. Shortly after accepting the roles of Co-Clerks, David Henkel and I realized a need to
nurture a deepening in the life of the Meeting. We sensed members and attenders had drawn so much
from the Meeting follow ing the tragedy of September 11 and its turmoil, that this was a year to put back--
to grow deeper together as a community. This happened in many ways. 

At the center of everything was the revitalization of our Ministry and Oversight Committee. We were
blessed with two weighty Friends joining the committee. Leadership of the group also changed, and with
it, the title Convener changed to Clerk. 

For us this title reflects a more intimate concern for the Committee and a clearer sense of oversight. Faith
and Practice charges M & O to deepen the spiritual lives of the individuals in the Meeting and to
encourage their varied gifts for ministry and service. Two of the spiritual growing pains in Meeting have
been worship and the end of worship. A number of Friends buttonholed us, saying they felt preached-at
by direct or political messages. Other Friends found the often copious announcements at the end of
worship disruptive to their sense of peace and meditative harmony. 

As Clerks, we encouraged Friends coming to Meeting with hearts and minds prepared for worship. We
feel Meetings have been more centered and occasionally gathered. Our encouragement remains visible in
queries posted in the Meeting room. After much discussion, M & O  decided we could experiment with a
break between introductions and long announcements, giving Friends who wished to the chance to depart.
This pause has served us well.  

M & O  also held a Called Meeting about elderly and handicapped members, caring for aging parents, and
final affairs. Work is stil l in progress on forms for Friends to record their wishes for burial details and
memorial meetings. A workshop is also proposed on wills and their handling. 

Our Recorder diligently coordinated with M & O and discovered we really have 80 members, not 90. 

If M  & O cares, Peace and Social Concerns acts: it is our liveliest committee. During the last year, it has: 
worked on public transportation and national welfare reform issues, 
signed AFSC's Campaign of Conscience Peace Pledge, 
drafted a letter to local papers opposing military action in Iraq, 
initiated a collaboration between our youth and a Native American filmmaker, and 
presented a lively presence in Santa Fe' s 4th Annual Peace Day on the Plaza---among many other
actions. 

Friend Mary Riseley, from Gila Meeting (New Mexico), received much support from Santa Fe Friends in
her recent trip to Baghdad as part of Voices in the Wilderness" International Peace Team. Additionally,
our small, but passionate, Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns drafted a letter to FCNL
encouraging active involvement in border issues. Lately, the Committee has worked on legislation for
immigrants’s driver’s license/ID rights (successfully passed and signed into law).
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Our growing pains this year were also physical as we worked on Meetinghouse renovations. A member' s
husband donated his architectural drawings and we proceeded to move on our ADA  (Americans with
Disabilities Act) Committee' s improvement plan, including pressing safety issues. We chose a skilled
contractor and a patient craftsperson who respected our Quaker process. Through the good work of this
team,

drainage was greatly improved all around the building, 
electrical improvements were finished, 
low-flow  toilets were installed, 
the garage floor and driveway were graded and paved with brick, 
new handles put on doors, 
our newly unsafe fireplace was capped, 
walkways were made even, including steps at the traditional entrance,
the bathroom and three entrances were made handicap accessible, and 
a new floor was installed in the kitchen and bathroom. 

These necessary updates and improvements were expensive for us. David Henkel reminded us, "We get
absurdly delicate about money, as if money were the issue, when it's not; it's the love of money that is the
issue". When our Building Fund was disbursed ahead of completion, four Friends came forward with
loans to Meeting. 

Our finances are in good standing, through the generous giving of members and attenders, and the careful
eyes of our Treasurer. In 2002, we spent 53% of our income on operating expenses and 47% on
assessments plus good works, close to our goal of 50/50. Good works funds helped send Palestinian
children to Friends Music Camp, helped our local homeless shelter, helped Pendle Hill (a Quaker center),
and more. 

Born recently was Rowan Philip Jansens. We terminated three memberships and gained three members:
two by transfer, one by convincement. We had no marriages and one death: Sylvia Abeyta, a founding
member of Meeting. 

 Despite struggles finding full-time childcare workers, first day school activities included sending rice to
the President, ice-skating, playing in the park, helping feed the homeless at St. Elizabeth's, and hosting
the Christmas Eve bonfire outside the Meetinghouse. Adult Friends met with Young Friends to discuss
harmony; our dialogue expressed frustrations but led to understanding and mutual respect. Co-Clerk
David Henkel drafted a statement connecting Young Friends and Quaker testimony, listing 32 Friends
belonging to our community. It establishes their belief that war is wrong and that they are conscientious
objectors to military service. 

As for our wider Quaker fellowship, several Santa Fe Friends enjoyed the September New Mexico
Regional Meeting on peace; a Taos ClearLight Worship Group member brought us a peace petition; an
attender participated in the FWCC Peace Conference: Friends Peace Witness in a Time of Crisis. We
loved having IMYM  at Ghost Ranch (the closest thing we have to Quaker sacred ground); we were
delighted to sponsor FLGC's (Friends with Lesbian and Gay Concerns) Midwinter Gathering at Ghost
Ranch. 

IMYM has asked us for volunteers, and has suggested clearness committees as a way of encouraging
mindfulness for competing concerns. At this time, five of our Friends are pursuing IMYM  service. 

As usual, we find a few Friends doing everything to run the Meeting; we have struggled to woman and
man all our posts. This has been especially true of our newsletter, which lost two editors in the last year,
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and is now produced in simplified form and distributed traditionally by mail and electronically through e-
mail.  Our Garden Committee has gone through a similar winnowing. 

This has been a fruitful and enriching twelve months for the Meeting. We pray and work for peace, in
ourselves and in the world. We continue to experience and experiment with our faith, and the Light that
fills our days. 

Jonathan Ashworth, Co-Clerk 
16th of Third Month, 2003 
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Logan Monthly Meeting

State of the Meeting Report

March 16, 2003

A dozen Friends gathered at the rise of a third Sunday intergenerational discussion to reflect on
our meeting community. The gathering was rescheduled to allow participation in Logan’s
candlelight peace vigil in conjunction with the Internet-promoted Global Peace Village.

We celebrate our increased activism in promoting the Quaker Peace Testimony since 9/11. There
continues to be a renewed enthusiasm for participation with Logan’s interfaith religious group
where we’ve been able to connect with other groups’ peace activities. 

We were inspired by the community’s eagerness to join us on a procession down Main Street to
the courthouse on Jan. 15, 2003 to proclaim the need for loving actions to deal with the problems
between the governments of Iraq and the US. An ongoing weekly Friday PM vigil draws only a
fraction of the original 200 participants, but we are strengthened by our message and the
knowledge than we represent thousands across the planet.

Soon, an FCNL representative will visit our community, and we look forward to inviting our
newly-found peace community to hear about techniques for honing our skills to influence others
toward just public policies.

Outreach to others seeking a spiritual community continues to be a challenge. Certainly families
and friends gathering for 2 Quaker weddings were touched by the intimacy and connectedness of
our meeting for worship for marriage. We rejoice in the active addition of several attenders and
their considerations in joining us as members. We are discussing how to make our small meeting
easier to find through: local phone listings, business cards, and an information desk on the USU
campus. 

Parents are delighted to hear others in our meeting feel involved in the rearing of our high school
age young Friends. The question of whether our young Friends have internalized Quaker faith
and practice is perplexing, since their spoken messages are brief when adults are present. We are
heartened to see their active participation in: IMYM planning and sessions, joint service projects,
fundraising and advocacy for local environmental and population control groups, and in the
meeting’s intergenerational book group. Adults recognize their need for a separate identity and
the preciousness of their participation in our Meeting. We regret that the energy may be lacking
to start anew with a few elementary-school age Friends.

Lastly, many give a welcome sigh that some healing from shattered relationships and broken
hearts has happened. There is less tension and great joy that we’ve kept the valuable members of
meeting contributing. We must be doing something right.

Respectfully Submitted

Cathy Webb

Convener, Fellowship and Nurturance Committee
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Moab Monthly Meeting
State of the Meeting 

April 2003

In September several of our Friends became involved with a group supporting peace activities in
our community. There are representatives from other churches and various groups in our area
participating.  The first activity was a peace vigil on September 11 and the showing of some
films on Iraq.  Since then there have been activities almost every month from peace marches, to
a demonstration in front of the courthouse, more films and discussions on Iraq and other global
concerns, and a training in non violence.

In place of sponsoring a family at Christmas, we have decided to have a fund available to help
needy families throughout the year.  This felt more in keeping with our values than just
providing presents during the holi days.  We are also picking up trash on the Mi ll  Creek Parkway,
which is an activity that children and adults can do together.

Members of our group attended yearly meeting last year and went to our Utah Friends
Fellowship winter gathering in Logan.  We are trying to encourage more participation with
IMYM  meeting this year, so that more can benefit from contacts with other Friends.

We were very pleased to have two people apply for membership this year.  We hope this will
encourage others to consider this option.

First Day School participated in AFSC service projects for Iraq,  studied  Friends in other
countries, and other activities.  Since our children range in age from 5 to 18 it is quite a
challenge to provide for their needs.  We hope to explore having an intergenerational discussion
group to better include some of our older children.

We continue to have potlucks most months. Our newsletter helps us keep in touch and grow as a
community, while our monthly worship sharing helps us explore our values and our spiritual
journeys.



35

Salt Lake Monthly Meeting

State of the Meeting

For Calendar Year 2002 

The Salt Lake Monthly Meeting of Friends (SLMM) meets for worship at The Ladies Literary
Club, 850 E. South Temple, Salt Lake City, Utah, each First Day at 10 a.m. We have been
averaging about 25 adults and one to three children at most meetings. 

Hopes were high in 2002 that we might finally acquire our own meetinghouse. The meeting
looked at a few available properties but did not attempt to purchase any of them. We continue to
look for suitable property to lease or buy. The meeting seems to be anxious and ready to move
into our own space.

The meeting celebrated the marriage of Robert Miller and Elizabeth Brass. The couple was
married in a civil ceremony in Dec. of 2001, followed by a Meeting for Worship for Marriage at
the Ladies Literary Club on First Day, Feb 3, 2002, at 10am.

The meeting also celebrated the marriage of Craig Sanders and Abigail Stoughton on First Day,
June 23, 2002 at 10am. The wedding took place at the Ladies Literary Club during a Meeting for
Worship for Marriage. Following the wedding, Craig moved to Oregon to join Abigail. 

Karina Lin Schmit, a baby girl, was born to parents Berndt Schmit and Julie Elaine Bauman on
Feb 2, 2002. 

Linda Lepreau, a past member of the Salt Lake Monthly Meeting and well known to the meeting,
passed away on September 16, 2002.

The Ogden Worship Group, which had been attempting to meet twice each month, has returned
to its previous schedule of meeting once a month. We do not see growth in the Ogden Worship
Group's attendance. We encourage the Ogden attenders to attend our SLMM for the remaining
weeks of the month. 

Our children remain the focus of much concern. Few attend regularly; and our facilities for first
day school continue to be inadequate. Religious Education has done an excellent job of working
around the difficulty of our facility. 

Our Peace and Social Concerns Committee was active throughout the year. We have a regular
collection of needed items which are donated to the Crossroads Urban Center. The meeting also
had a minute on Iraq published in the local newspaper.

The meeting is extremely concerned about the crisis in the Middle East. Many peace rallies and
vigils have been organized and attended throughout our city. Many of our members have been
active in demonstrating against the war which our government is advocating. 

There is a good spirit in the meeting. We are enjoying an increase in social activities. We also
continue to enjoy our fellowship with other Quaker meetings in Utah through our gatherings of
the Utah Friends Fellowship.
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting

Memorial Minutes

Boulder Monthly Meeting

KATHERINE  E.  DUGAN      04-02-02

HAROLD WALTON                06-17-02

Gila Monthly Meeting

Ruth Waxler Banks                  11-30-02

Boulder Monthly Meeting

SARAH BINFORD AVERY   12-17-02

Listed in order of date of death
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Boulder Monthly Meeting

Memorial Minute

KATHERINE  E.  DUGAN

February 9, 1915 – April 2, 2002

Katherine Dugan died April 2, 2002 in the Fraser Meadows Manor Health Care Center in
Boulder. She was born February 9, 1915 in Park River North Dakota

She received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Dietetics from Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa.
Kay worked as a dietician at Syracuse Memorial Hospital in Syracuse New York, and a Abbot
Hospital in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

She married James Dugan in 1940. They had two chil dren, Tom Dugan and Ann Dugan Stacy.
They moved to Boulder, Colorado in 1946. Kay’s family was the delight of her life. She was
devoted to her two granddaughters, Christina and Jennifer Stacy, and brought them with her to
Meeting many times. The entire family traveled to Ireland in 1990 to celebrate the 50th wedding
anniversary of Kay and Jim, a trip much enjoyed and remembered by all.

Kay and Jim became members of Boulder Friends Meeting in 1980.

Kay was an outstanding hostess and shared her home and wonderful meals with many people.
She was a kind and gentle person , always interested in helping others. In the last years of her
life, when her health was failing, she remained cheerful and sweet-natured. 

A memorial service to celebrate Kay’s life was held April 6, 2002 at the Boulder Friends
Meetinghouse.
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Boulder Monthly Meeting

Memorial Minute

HAROLD WALTON

August 25, 1912 – June 17, 2002

Harold Walton was born on August 25, 1912, in Cornwall, England to James Walton and Martha

Harris.  He received his Ph.D. in chemistry from Exeter College in Oxford, England, before coming to the

United States to do postdoctoral work at Princeton University.  

Harold met Sadie Goodman in England, where she was on a vacation pilgrimage.  They married

in 1938 under the care of Ithaca Friends Meeting in New York.  The Waltons moved to Mount Holly,

New Jersey, where Harold once said they lived “in the spiritual presence of John Woolman.” 

After working briefly as a research chemist, Harold became a professor at Northwestern

University, and the Waltons attended Evanston Meeting.  In 1947, Harold received an appointment as

chemistry professor at the University of Colorado.  He taught at CU until his retirement and chaired the

chemistry department from 1962 to 1966. Harold often spoke of his love of chemistry, as well as his love

of teaching and doing research.  Harold’s teaching extended beyond CU; with his fluency in Spanish,

German, and French, he used his sabbaticals to teach in Peru, Venezuela, Sudan and France.  He also

wrote several widely used textbooks.  

He stayed active as professor emeritus and at age 83 was awarded the University of Colorado

Medal and described as “one of the 20th Century’s preeminent analytical chemists in the field of ion

exchange and liquid chromatography.”  He belonged to the American Chemical Society, the American

Association for the Advancement of Science, the Royal Society of Chemistry, the Chemical Society of

Peru, and the Faraday Society.  He served on the Denver Water Board Advisory Committee on Water

Reuse, Analytical and Health Effects. 

Harold and Sadie were founding members of the Boulder Friends Meeting, which started in their

liv ing room.  They both served the Meeting faithfully until their deaths, Sadie being Clerk of the Meeting

at the time of her death in 1987.  Harold’s ministry in Meeting for Worship was a special gift that wil l be

deeply missed.  He loved poetry and the Bible, and was able to recite from memory the Psalms and the

poems of John Milton.  

He was an avid bicyclist and climber; a member of the American Alpine Club, the Explorers

Club, the Colorado Mountain Club, and a founding member of Rocky Mountain Rescue.  Harold’s

passion for climbing led him in the 1950s to the Peruvian Andes, where he accomplished a first ascent.

During his numerous subsequent trips to the Peruvian mountains, he made many friends there.  In later

lif e, when his eyesight was failing, Harold delighted in being taken by one of his grandsons to hike in

Peru once again.

Harold had a deep love of classical music, especially opera.  It was at an event for opera

aficionados that he met Catherine Jackson, who became his dear companion for 12 years.  
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Despite his many accomplishments, Harold had an authentic humility, best described by the

words of his late daughter, Elizabeth: “He assumed that what he did was simply an expression of the best

of being human – rather than a rare, sole talent.”

Harold Walton is survived by two sons, James Walton of Pagosa Springs, and Daniel Walton of

Tamarac, Florida; a sister, Mary Michinski of North Babylon, NY; three grandchildren, William Caile,

Benjamin Blaugrund, and Daniel Blaugrund; two great-grandchild ren; and his companion, Catherine

Jackson.  He was preceded in death by his wife, Sadie, in 1987 and his daughter, Elizabeth Caile, in 1998.
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Gila Monthly Meeting
Memorial Minute

   

Ruth Waxler Banks.

      Ruth Waxler Banks, 79 passed away Saturday, November 30, 2002 at Gila Regional
Medical Center, Silver City, New Mexico.  She was born on May 1, 1923, in Akron, Ohio to
P.E. Waxler and Sarah Schram Waxler.

       Growing up in the Akron area, she attended Kenmore High School and received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Education from Akron University.  She married Robert Crawford,
who was in the navy.  Her first child Jill (now Yael) was born in Akron in 1946.  They were
stationed in Oakland , CA. where Daniel was born in 1947.  Pensacola, Florida was their next
destination, where Scott was born in 1950.  Becoming a civilian, they returned to Ohio and Jane
was born in 1958 and Robert Crawford died of an illness within a few years.  

Eventually she met Allen Banks who was her boys’ scout leader.  They were
married August 18, 1962 in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio with 25 Boy Scouts attending, and her
chil dren in the receiving line.  In 1964 Ruth and All en adopted David, completing their family.

Ruth was active in Silver City’s Unitarian Fellowship as soon as she arrived in
1984, when Allen began work at Parrish Distributing.  She “found her home” in Gila Friends
Monthly Meeting and became a member in 1986.  Meeting was a constant in her life and she was
involved in every aspect from hospitality, the library committee, and most notably Peace and
Social Concerns Committee which she hosted once a month at their home for many years.
Ruth’s concerns included voter awareness, military counter-recruitment, conscientious objector
education, border issues, gay rights, reproductive rights and campaign finance reform.  Ruth and
Allen hosted El Salvadorian puppeteers and musicians at their home, and the many out-of-town
speakers Quakers brought to educate the public at local forums.  Many in the community
considered her a best friend.  She was an active member and one-time vice president of the Grant
County American Association of University Women, The Museum Society (the Ailman House
replica was one project) and she donated the dollhouse there as well. She started and contributed
to the Born to Read program for literacy.

Storytelling was her greatest gift and passion. At 4’11”,  she called herself a “large
elf”  and children could relate to her face-to-face as well as spirit-to-spirit.  With her apron full of
finger puppets and props of felt boards, pop-up books, costumes and many hats she delight
children and adults alike at local schools, the Silver City Public Library, the Early Childhood
Center at Western New Mexico University and the Silver City Museum.  She impersonated great
women and gave their speeches at historical events.  At the Lighted Christmas parade in
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downtown Silver City she convinced Allen to be the Cat in the Hat (she was the grinch) riding in
his 1946 Jeep.  She now has eight grandchildren.

Her memorial and celebration of her life with the Gila Friends was held on
December 4, 2002 and attended by many friends.  At her request, two books were read: “The
Fall of Freddie the Leaf” and “The 10th Good Thing about Barney”.  Her wish for contributions
to be directed  to the Gila Friends Meeting has been honored by many in memory.  Many wrote
in memory of working with her in the Meeting Library and on Peace and Social Concerns
Committee.  When she spoke in Meeting it was always pertinent to friends’ worship.  She
participated in every way in spite of severe illnesses and difficulty in walking.  Her quiet
presence is greatly missed by all in Meeting and the children in schools and the Public Library
and City Museum where she frequently told stories to children, equaled enjoyed in the memories
of their elders.

Memorial Minute 12-2002-01

Member Ruth Banks died November 30, 2002.  Gila Friends Meeting recognizes her

many contributions to the work of the Meeting and will miss her gentle and loving spirit.
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Boulder Monthly Meeting
Memorial Minute

SARAH BINFORD AVERY

Sarah Binford “Binnie” Avery died on December 17, 2002, in Boulder, Colorado.  She
was born October 5, 1924, in Muncie, Indiana, to Martha Anne Kirkpatrick and Donald Hill
Binford.  Her  family had long-time Quaker roots (since the 1700s). She grew up in Greenfield
Indiana and spent her summers on the nearby family farms.  She attended Westtown Friends
Boarding School and Wellesley College, majoring in Mathematics.

She married John Sargent Avery of New York City in 1948 and worked in New York for
Time, Inc.  Two of her four children were born in New York.  In 1951 they moved to Colorado
Spring and in 1953 to Boulder, where John was a physician.  

Quietly but significantly, Binnie gave to the Boulder community.  She served for ten
years as President of the Silver Lake Ditch Company and many more years as Secretary
Treasurer.  Having been raised in the Quaker tradition, she helped to start the Boulder Meeting
of Friends in the 1950s.  In the 1980s and 90s she served as the convenor of the Meeting’s Long
Range Planning Committee and as Clerk of the Meeting.  She served on the board and was
President of the Boulder Day Nursery.  She co-founded the not-for-profit women’s employment
agency “Womenpower” with Anne White and Sadie Walton.  She delivered Meals on Wheels
and served at the Food Bank.  Binnie also taught mathematics at the University of Colorado, was
a registered tax consultant, and actively managed the family farms for decades, up until the last
days of her life.

  Binnie enjoyed physical activity and was an adventorous and courageous outdoors
person.  She especially loved horseback riding.  Binnie was a painter, a weaver, a potter, a
Master Gardener as well  as a general creator of beauty.

She had tremendous vividness, energy, thoughtfulness, involvement.  She was a wife, a
mother, a sister, a grandmother, a friend, a wise woman.

A memorial Meeting for Worship to celebrate Binnie’s life was held on December 28th at
the Boulder Meeting.
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting

Call for

State of the Society Reports

and

Memorial Minutes

Preparation of reports 

for the 

Documents-in-Advance 

of the 

annual sessions of 11 - 15 June 2003

The reports expected of monthly meetings and worship groups by Intermountain Yearly Meeting
are those which examine the state of each monthly meeting, including the state of the worship
groups under its care, and the memorial minutes for those Friends whose religious lives were
connected with the Yearly Meeting.

The call for these reports is being made at this time to permit committees on Ministry and
Counsel (or equivalent bodies) to begin their examination, report to the monthly meeting, allow
a month for the report to be reviewed, and then be forwarded to an appropriate regional meeting
as well as be sent to the Yearly Meeting’s coordinator of the Documents-in-Advance to be
formatted and published by the end of April 2003.  For some meetings there is barley enough
time to meet this schedule.  The due date this year is 25 April 2003

Wherever possible the reports are to be prepared in computer readable format, preferably Rich
Text Format and then attached to an e-mail message sent to tchurch@comcast.net .  Typed copy
will be accepted where necessary.  These reports are better comprehended by their readers if
kept short.  Please use #12 font and 1" margins.  Keep to one sheet of 8 ½" x 11" paper, both
sides if needed, for each report.
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Your attention is called to the description of the State of Society Report in the Faith & Practice
of New England Yearly Meeting.  The description of Memorials is also included.  Please refer to
the similar topics in our discipline, the Faith & Practice of North Pacific Yearly Meeting.

Questions and comments should be directed to Ted Church at the e-mail address given above.

c:\S tateofS oc ietyC all.rtf

tesc/16/Jan/03
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State of Society Report 

At the end of each calendar year Ministry and Counsel should appoint one or more of its
members to prepare and present to its sessions a report on the state of the monthly meeting.
The report when approved should be forwarded to the monthly, meeting for approval and
by that body to the quarterly meeting and the Yearly Meeting. The report should be a
searching self-examination by the meeting and its members of their spiritual strengths and
weaknesses and of the efforts made to foster growth in the spiritual life. Reports may cover
the full range of interest and concerns but should emphasize those indicative of the
spiritual health of the meeting. Meetings may wish to consider one or more of the
following: 

•  quality of worship and spiritual ministry; 

•  efforts to foster spiritual growth; 

•  stand taken on Friends' principles; .

•  personal and family relations; 

•  relations with community and other religious groups;

•  participation in general activities of Friends; 

•  significant activities, outreach, or concerns of the meeting; 

•  youth of the meeting; 

•  meeting community. 

Memorials 

In cases it deems appropriate, memorials of deceased members may be prepared by
Ministry and Counsel, considered by the monthly meeting and, when approved, entered in
the minutes. If the Spirit through these members reached larger bodies of Friends, the
records of their religious life may be transmitted successively at the discretion of each
body to Ministry and Counsel of the quarterly meeting, the quarterly meeting, the
Permanent Board, and the Yearly Meeting. Each step may occur with or without revision,
but, before recording or transmitting, the memorial should be read and considered. 

Faith & Practice of New England Yearly Meeting, adopted 1985, p.244 & p. 245
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