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Friends General Conference         Logo omitted fo r e-m ail

OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS I2I6 Arch Street, 2B .Philadelphia, PA I9IO7 

OFFICE (215) 561-1700 FAX (215) 561-0759 
BOOKSTORE ORDERS (800) 966-4556 or www.quakerbooks.org 
E-MAIL Friends@£gcquaker.org www.£gcquaker.org 

Dear Friends, 
   The FGC letter of travel serves three purposes. First, they serve as a way of introducing
traveling Friends, sharing a bit about their work among Friends, affIrming their leading to travel,
and explaining the reason for their visit. It is a way for one Quaker body, in this case Friends
General Conference, but often monthly and yearly meetings, to affirm that these Friends are
known to the group providing the letter, and that they are who they say they are. 
   Second, the letter provides a means for one group of Friends to send loving greetings to other
Friends and provides a spiritual connection for the two groups through the traveling Friends. 
   Third, it provides an opportunity for the group receiving the letter to return greetings and to
share how the visit of the traveling Friends was received by the endorsement of the minute.
Traditionally, the clerk, or another Friend serving in the clerk's stead, endorses the letter at the
conclusion of a visit. Friends often return greetings, as well as comment upon the visit and how
the traveling Friends were received. 
   Endorsed letters can either be returned to the traveling Friends or be mailed to the coordinator
of the Traveling Ministries Program at 916 41st Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50312~2612. 
 On behalf of the Traveling Ministries Program, 

(s. Deborah Fisch

Deborah Fisch, coordinator 

FGC Traveling Ministries Committee: Marty Grundy, clerk, LEYM; Virginia Woods, assistant
clerk, OVYM; Peg Pearson, recording clerk, NYM; Laura Melly, PHLYM; Liz Kamphausen,
CYM; Jane Berger, NYYM; David Wood, OVYM; Marcia Boone, PYM; Patricia Fox, BYM;
Nils Pearson, NYM; Deborah Fisch, TMP coordinator; Michael Gibson, RE coordinator. 
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Friends General Conference         Logo omitted fo r e-m ail

OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS I2I6 Arch Street, 2B .Philadelphia, PA I9IO7 
OFFICE (215) 561-1700  FAX (215) 561-0759  BOOK STORE O RDERS (800) 966-4556 

or www.quakerbooks.org 
E-MAIL Friends@fgcquaker.org 

www.fgcquaker.org 

5/13/03 
Dear Friends of Interm ountain Yearly Meeting, 

I send greetings of love from  Friends General Conference and the Traveling Ministries Program . W e

comm end to your gentle care Friend Bru ce B irchard  who will serve as a guest speaker. 

Bruce is a m em ber of Central Philadelphia Monthly Meeting of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. He and his

wife, Demi Kurtz, live on Taylor's Farm on the banks of the Delaware River in New Jersey. They have two

young adult sons. 

Bruce has been the General Secretary of Friends General Conference since 1992. He joined the Religious

Society of Friends in 1967 when an undergraduate student at W esleyan University in Middleton, CT. He

did alternative service as  a teacher with the Head Start Program and was active in the anti war and anti

draft movem ents of those tim es. In 1974, Bruce began working for the Peace Committee of Philadelphia

Yearly Meeting, beginning ten years of working for disarmam ent and peace conversion. He then worked

for the AFSC as their national coordinator of the Disarmam ent Program until accepting the General

Secretary position at FGC. Bruce continues to work for peace and justice and has been active in recent

months as a person of faith ca lled to witness against U.S. m ilitary action in Iraq. 

Bruce is the author of several Friends Journal articles and the PendIe Hill Pamphlet, “A Burning Oneness

Binding Everything: A Spiritual Journey." 

W e hold you and Bruce in the Light as you tend to the business of your yearly meeting. We trust that God

will richly bless Bruce and you all during your time together. 

In the Light and on behalf of the T raveling Ministries Program , 

 (S.) Deborah Fisch

Deborah Fisch, coordinator 

Traveling Ministries Program  of FGC 916 41st Street 

Des Moines, IA 50312-2612 

deborahf@fgcguaker.org 

Traveling Ministries Committee: Marty Grundy, clerk, LEYM : Virginia Wood, ass't clerk, OVYM: Peg Pearson,

recording clerk, NYM; Laura Melly, PHLYM; Nils Pearson, NYM; David Wood, OVYM; Marcia  Boone, PHLYM;

Patricia Fox, BYM; Liz Kamphausen, CYM; Jane Berger, NYYM ; Deborah Fisch, TMP coordinator; Michael

Gibson, RE coordinator. 
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Friends General Conference         Logo omitted fo r e-m ail

OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS I2I6 Arch Street, 2B .Philadelphia, PA I9IO7 

OFFICE (215) 561-1700 
FAX (215) 561-0759 

BOOKSTORE ORDERS (800) 966-4556 
or www.quakerbooks.org 
E-MAIL Friends@fgcquaker.org 
www.fgcquaker.org 

5/13/03 
Greetings to Friends of Intermountain Yearly Meeting from Friends General Conference and the
Traveling Ministries Program. 

W e commend to your loving care Friend Bill G rau ste in  who is serving as traveling companion
with Bruce Birchard, a speaker at your annual sessions. 

Bill has been a member of New Haven Friends Meeting in New England Yearly Meeting since
1978. He has served at various times on several monthly meeting committees including
Finance, Building, Peace & Social Concerns and Ministry & Counsel. He has also served as
clerk of his monthly meeting. 

Bill works in a variety of activities in the non-profit sector that focus on supporting the growth
and development of individuals and of their ability to work and lead in current society. He says
much of his work is guided by his experience of the way in which Friends create communities
that allow individuals to discern and follow their spiritual journeys. 

Bill and Jean, his wife, live in New Haven, Connecticut and have two adult daughters. 

As traveling companion for Bruce, Bill has been holding you and Bruce in the Light for the past
several months. He will continue to hold you all in prayer and serve as a sounding board for
Bruce as he seeks guidance from the Spirit in preparing to speak and lead his workshop. 

W e ask that you hold Bill in the Light even as we hold you all in the Light of God's Love. W e
trust that your time together will be blessed by the Spirit. 

In the Light and on behalf of the Traveling Ministries Program, 

 (s.)   Deborah Fisch

Deborah Fisch, coordinator 

Traveling Ministries Program 916 41st Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50312-2612 

deborahf@fgcguaker.org 

Traveling Ministries Committee: Marty Grundy, clerk, LEYM; Virginia Wood, assistant clerk, OVYM; Peg Pearson,

recording clerk, NYM; Laura Melly, PHLYM; David Wood, OVYM; Nils Pearson, NYM; Marcia Boone, PHLYM;

Patricia Fox, BYM; Liz Kamphausen, CYM; Penelope Wright, SAYMA; Jane Berger, NYYM; Deborah Fisch, TMP

coordinator; Michael Gibson, RE coordinator. 
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Yearly Meeting of the 

Religious Society of Fr iends in Britain           Logo d eleted  for e-m ail

Friends House 173 Euston Road London NW1 2BJ
Tel: 020 7663 1000                  Fax: 020 7663 1001
Recording Clerk: Elsa Dicks

5 May 2003

To all Friends everywhere, 

He has showed you, O Man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?' (Micah 6.:8 RSV) 

With a sense of uniting in both our sorrows and our joys we send loving greetings from Britain Yearly

Meeting. We gathered in London at Muswell Hill and Finchley Meeting Houses, and at Friends House,

from 2nd to 5th May 2003. 

We learn from Friends whose sense of witness has taken them to troubled lands. Contested ground is no

less an issue now than it was in the time of Jesus. We need to be united not only through our sorrow but

through our love, not only through our mistakes but through our courage. By forgiving and seeking

forgiveness we recognise that we are not outsiders to the conflicts, but part of them. We pray for the

light to show us our shadows, in order to accept our own share of the responsibility for the pain and

suffering. By striving to understand each other we deepen our perception of the truth: truth, like peace,

is a process – and reality is many-sided. 'Faithfulness does not mean that we will all see or articulate

truth in the same way or in the same place1. We are reminded to seek truth, spirit, and reality behind

apparent differences. For all of us there is a pilgrimage of discovery. 

Let us consider our welcome to the stranger. We can do more to make our meetings communities of

faith in which there is a true spiritual home. Whatever our age or experience, we have much to learn

about openness and generosity. We must continue to listen. Nothing is more important or precious than

giving our time. Every encounter lays us open to change and thus allows us to grow. We must be

courageous and take risks. We have to be brave enough to give our own answers and to share our

spiritual journeys as well as our everyday lives. It can be difficult to put what we feel deeply into words.

All of us can practise expressing our spirituality. A stumbling answer from the heart and faithfulness in

ministry can speak more powerfully than any pamphlet. 

                                                                      

1 Eleanor Nesbitt, Swarthmore Lecture 2003
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In John's account of the last supper Jesus told the disciples: ' "This is my commandment, that you love

one another as I have loved you. . . . I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I

have made known to you . . . I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit . . ."’ 

(John 15:12-16 RSV).   All are called to live in the power of the resurrection. We discover 

these are not just words of theology, but the experience of the heart. This year we have explored what

this might mean to us. 

Each of us needs to make the testimonies our own. In worship, in action, in witness, we seek to be love

at work in the world. We each have our part to play. In stillness and in worship we joyfully 

proclaimed our peace testimony. By recognising our achievements we gain strength to continue in 

our ministry . 

We cherish the time we spend together in the business of our Yearly Meeting. Rejoicing in the laughter,

the discipline and the deeply grounded ministry we carry with us a sense of faith-affirming 

community. 

Signed in and on behalf of Britain Yearly Meeting 

(s.)  Peter Eccles

Peter Eccles, Clerk
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Yearly Meeting of the 

Religious Society of Fr iends in Britain      Logo deleted for e-mail

Friends House 173 Euston Road London NW1 2BJ
Tel: 020 7663 1000                  Fax: 020 7663 1001
Recording Clerk: Elsa Dicks

May 2003

To Friends in Int ermountain Yearly Meeting

Dear Friends of Intermountain Yearly Meeting, 

We send our loving greetings to you, dear Friends, as you gather for your Yearly Meeting. We
pray that the loving presence of God will nourish and sustain you as you seek to know the way. 

We in Britain Yearly Meeting have been deeply troubled by the conflict in the Middle East

entered into by your government and ours, and the difficulties of Friends in the United States,

in the present bellicose climate, are uppermost in our minds. Friends and meetings here have

made their misgivings clear to our parliamentarians, and to the world through statements of our

witness to non-violence. We have borne witness through vigils throughout the country, and

have gathered for worship together before the major anti-war demonstrations in London. We

uphold you in whatever witness you can bring to peace. 

We continue to look critically at our structures in an attempt to make them more sustainable as
our resources, both financial and human, dwindle. We are experimenting with new methods of
out reach, and looking at how we can better nurture enquirers when they come to our
meetings. 

May you be guided and blessed in your gathering as you join together to discern God's will for

you in the coming year. May your loving fellowship strengthen and inspire you. 

On behalf of Britain Yearly Meeting. 

(s. Roger Sturge

Roger Sturge 
Clerk, Meeting for Sufferings 
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Call to North Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual Session, 2003 

Welcome Friends to the 31 5t Annual Session of North Pacific Yearly Meeting, held July 24-27tb on the
University  of M ontana campus in Missoula, M ontana. We are fortunate to once again gather in the beautiful

State of Montana, where we can travel through open spaces and enjoy the profound beauty of the land. 

Our Annual Sessions are opportunities for renewal: Renewal of our spiritual unity, renewal of far-flung
friendships and renewal of our hearts. We are grateful to those of us on our Steering Committee who
conduct the daily business of NPYM, and on our Annual Session Planning Committee who create our
gatherings, for they provide us the opportunity to gather and experience the gifts of each other's
presence. It is both our joy and responsibility to participate in Annual Session so that our Light
contributes to the unity of NPYM. 

Events now taking place in the world make this joy and responsibility particularly profound since,
despite our testimonies and efforts, war is being waged. This year's theme, "Our Peace Testimony:
Walking our talk in our communities" speaks directly to our condition as Quakers in a violent world,
reminding us that to be effective peacemakers we must be deeply grounded in the spirit of God. As
Howard Brinton (1943) wrote: For Friends, the most important consideration is not the right action in
itself but a right inward state out of which right action will arise. Given the right inward state, right
action is inevitable. Inward state and outward action are components parts of a single whole. 

Martin Garate, our Friend In Residence, will help us deepen and solidify those inner states. Martin comes to us

from AFSC in Philadelphia, where he serves as Director of AFSC's International Division and oversees

reconciliation and peace work in more than 30 countries. Martin will help us to explore the prime Quaker ethical

imperative -to see that of God in everyone -and to understand its implications for our use of power, our economic

structures and our relationship to the environment. 

So please join us in Missoula, where we will worship, laugh, struggle, celebrate and re- unite. May this
Annual Session deepen our understanding of God's will and help us make that Will manifest in our
communities. As William Penn (1682) reminds us: True godliness doesn't turn men out of the world, but
enables them to live better in it, and excites their endeavours to mend it,. not hide their candle under a
bushel, but set it upon a table in a candlestick 

Jon Prescott, Presiding Clerk 

2665 168th Ave SE 

Bellevue, W A 98008

 425.373.0369 

jonpre@ covad.net 

(The registration information and forms are available from Ted Church)
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Logo Philadelphia 
omitted Yearly Meeting  of the Religious Society of  Friends
for e-m ail

Arlene Kelly, Clerk 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 323rd Annual Sessions 

March 27-30, 2003 

To Friends everywhere, 

At the 323rd Annual Sessions of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, we gathered with a tenderness and
grief for all those suffering in this, a time of war. We were longing for the fellowship and joy we
share in our annual sessions and for the opportunity to struggle together and contend lovingly on
matters of deep concern. 

After a day of informative and inspiring workshops, Mary Ellen McNish, General Secretary of the
American Friends Service Committee, shared with us testimony of the work and witness of that
organization, for relief, peace, and justice. Speaking of the terrible consequences of military action
around the globe by the US administration, in particular Iraq, she alerted us to governmental
policies that are eroding our civil rights, and warned us to remember the spiritual responsibilities of
citizenship. 

It is a difficult financial time for our community. While our sessions have been marked by a lack of
unity on which sacrifices to make in our budget, several Monthly Meetings have come forward with
extra resources to address some program cuts. In a called session, we will reconsider the budget. 

After a long day of budget sessions there was enthusiastic energy which brought forth innovative
and illuminating suggestions on ways to improve communication, and participation between the
member Meetings and our Yearly Meeting. We will continue to encourage deeper levels of
participation and to examine how we personally and corporately provide support for the leadings of
the Spirit among us. 

In the Saturday afternoon sessions, some Friends admonished us that within our religious society
there is still great work to do on issues of race, economic and social diversity and experiential
differences. As we listen to each other and hold each other in the Light, we can live out the witness
we approved in our minutes. There is great hope in the transforming power of listening. 

Energized by the rhythms and songs of musical group Tribe One, we found the intergenerational
vigil to be a time of healing and uplifting unity. Our children continue to minister to us as they
joyfully shared their activities and the insights they have gained with us throughout the sessions of
Yearly Meeting. 

1515 Cherry Street Philadelphia, PA 19102  voice 215-241-7211  fax 215-567-2096  www.pym.org 
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In our Monthly Meeting communities, there is a yearning to share the experience of the
Living God in our lives that transcends different interpretations and perspectives. There
is a spiritual hunger for relevant and uplifting experiences of the Divine. Friends are
striving to meet the blessed challenge of teaching Quaker process to newcomers. Our
traditional practices continue to evolve as we incorporate the fresh ideas that come with
new membership, though we are mindful of preserving those that remain tried and true. 

On Saturday morning we gathered to consider the proposed Minute of Concern that the
US government has invaded Iraq. Thanks to the Spirit moving among us and the skills of
our Clerk, we accepted the essence of that Minute early on. We struggled through
individual phrases about our citizenship and what expressions of religious experiences
are valid for us as a Quaker faith community. In recognition that the language of peace
has inspired the world and the evolution of the contributing role of the Spirit in nonviolent
witness and human affairs, we adopted the attached Minute. As Friends, we are called to
search out the seeds of war in our own lives. We submit this Minute to you and call upon
you to consider it prayerfully. 

Jim Wallis, Christian activist and editor of Sojourners Magazine, encouraged us not to be
afraid and brought us the message: "Hope is believing in spite of the evidence and then
watching the evidence change." He said that there was no security apart from a common
security. His comments recalled early Friends' belief in a better and sanctified future. 

Though these are difficult times, we continue to be energized by the certain expectation
that there exists within each of us the spiritual resources necessary to address the
issues before us. In concluding our greetings we joyfully invite friends to consider the
words of an early Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Friend, John Woolman: "... to turn all the
treasures we possess into the channel of universal love becomes the business of our
lives." 

We commend this message to you with prayers for peace. 

Signed on behalf of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, 
Arlene Kelly, Clerk 

(s.)   Arlene Kelley
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Logo Philadelphia 
omitted Yearly Meeting  of the Religious Society of  Friends
for e-m ail

Arlene Kelly, Clerk 

The .following minute was approved March 29, 2003, at the 323rd Annual Sessions of Philadelphia Yearly
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends. 

Minute of Concern  

As members of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, we are appalled and
deeply saddened by the United States government's implementation of a doctrine of pre- emptive war
with its attack on Iraq. William Penn reminds us that: "a good end cannot sanctify evil means; nor
must we do evil, that good may come of it." At the same time, we have been heartened by the
formation of a global peace movement that opposes this war and supports the United Nations as the
keystone of an international system of law and diplomacy. 

The Quaker peace testimony is an expression of our religious experience, which grounds our belief
that war is contrary to the Spirit of God and the teachings of Jesus, and which encourages us to live
"in the virtue of that life and power that takes away the occasion of all wars." 

Accordingly, we recommit ourselves today to work with people of faith and good will to end the war
against Iraq, to help alleviate the suffering it is causing, and to do whatever can be done to build a
culture of peace. More specifically, we shall seek, through our Monthly Meetings as well as
individually, to do actions including the following: 

1.    Strengthen the faith communities to which we belong and which nurture our peace work. 
2.    Support the humanitarian assistance to Iraq being undertaken by the American Friends

Service Committee. [AFSC, 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia P A 19102. afscinfo@afsc.org] 
3.    Support the efforts of the Friends Committee on National Legislation to persuade the

Administration and Congress to respect the rule of international law and to abandon the
policy of pre-emptive war. [FCNL, 245 Second Street SE, Washington DC 20002.
fcnl@fcnl.org] 

4.    Support the Quaker United Nations Office in its quiet diplomacy [QUNO, 777 United Nations
Plaza, New York NY 10017. qunony@afsc.org] 

5.    Address conditions – such as poverty, injustice, environmental degradation, ignorance,
powerlessness, and oppression – that lead to war, including our own actions and attitudes that
contribute to those conditions. (For example, implement the Minute of Concern for Energy
Stewardship in Meeting Facilities and Households, which was approved by Interim Meeting
in January 2003.) 

6.    Pray, vigil and witness for peace and reconciliation in concert with people of faith and good
will, and engage in appropriate forms of political action laboring with our elected officials. 

7.    Seek our own leadings on how each of us can live into the spirit of this minute. 

1515 Cherry Street Philadelphia, PA 19102  voice 215-241-7211  fax 215-567-2096  www.pym.org 
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Friends World Committee for Consultation
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

4Byng Place, London WC1E 7LE

Clerk: David Purnell    Registered Charity No. 211647                    General Secretary: Elizabeth Duke

Treasurer: Frances H ill                         Associate Secretary: David L. Brindle

Telephone +44 20 7388 0497                FAX +44 20 7383 4644      e-mail: world@fwcc.quaker.org

March 2003 
To yearly meetings, Friends' churches and groups affiliated to FWCC. 

Dear Friends, 

21st FWCC Triennial 

King's College, Auckland, Aotearoa / New Zealand 
16 -25 January 2004 

"The light for which the world longs is already shining" (Thomas Kelly). May we all receive strength

from this Divine Presence in our times of joy and sorrow, as we give thanks for blessings and as we

struggle with the needs and conflicts of our world. 

In January 2004 representatives from around the world will come together in the 2151 FWCC Triennial in

Aotearoa / New Zealand. Together we shall worship in that Presence, become 

friends with one another, and consider the service to which we are called.

Thank you for sending us the names of your representatives to the Triennial, or for letting us know that

you are unable to be represented. 

Very few Friends (about one in each thousand) can be at the Triennial. We hope that those who are not

present can share something of the experience. If you have not received a copy of the 

Triennial study booklet, designed for the use of all Friends, please let us know. We invite you to copy it

and encourage Friends in meetings and churches to use it. We hope that they will remember the Triennial

while it takes place, and will pray that God may be at work among 

Friends during the event. They may wish to feel united with the Triennial especially during worship on

Sunday 18 January and Sunday 25 January. 

Enclosed is the Action sheet of minutes from the previous Triennial which we sent you in 2000. If your

yearly meeting, Friends' church or group has taken any action in response to these 

minutes, please make sure your representatives know about it, or, if you cannot be represented, let us

know. 

Assistant Cler: Dudusile Mtshazo        Clerk of Interim Committee:   Thomas C. Hill
Section of the Americas: Margaret Fraser, 150 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102, USA
Asia West Pacific Section, Devdas Shrisunder, 101 Yashoda Parisar, near Birnakunj, Kolar Rd, Bhopal, MP 462003, India
Europe & Middle East Section: Bronwyn Harwood, 1 Cluny Terrace, Edinburgh EH10 4SW, UK
Africa Section: Joseph Andugu, FWCC, PO Box 41946, Nairobi, Kenya
Quaker UN Offices: 777 UN Plaza, New York, NY 10017, USA    
Quaker House, 13 Avenue du Mervelet 1209, Geneva, Switzerland
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The Clerks of FWCC welcome concerns which Friends' churches, yearly meetings or groups
wish to offer for consideration at the Triennial in working groups, and possibly for the agenda at
plenary business sessions. You are also invited to let FWCC know of any matters of spiritual or
other importance to you as a body, which might help to shape the worship or daily life and
activities of the Triennial. Please send these as soon as possible to FWCC World Office. The last
date for agenda matters to arrive is 7 September 2003. 

We send our love to you in the life which is the light of all people, which shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it (John 1:4-5). 

Your Friends,

(s.)   Elizabeth Duke (s.)   David L. Brindle

Elizabeth Duke David L. Brindle

General Secretary Associate Secetary
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Consultation on the future pattern of FWCC international events -March, 2003 

A       Extracts from the consultation paper of August 2002 

What should FWCC be doing to bring Friends together? Each Section has its own pattern of meetings
and gatherings. This memo asks what we should do on a world-wide basis, and is the first step in a
consultation process. 

For many years the representatives of affiliated yearly meetings and groups have gathered at a
Triennial, for worship, friendship, and reflection, and to guide the business ofFWCC. From time to
time other conferences and consultations have been held, such as the Mission and Service
consultations. The last of these was in 1996 in Uganda, with a focus on Friends' work in Africa. The
most recent World Conference was held in three centres (in the Netherlands, Honduras and Kenya) in
1991. 

Should we continue with the present pattern of Triennials, or are other ways of bringing Friends
together preferable? These could include world conferences, regional conferences, special
consultations and travelling workshops. 

We would be very glad to hear anything you may wish to tell us relating to general questions such as: 

What are the reasons for bringing Friends together from different parts of the world? 

What are the benefits of the present system of regular Triennials and occasional other events? 

Are there different patterns of events (world conferences, regional conferences, special
consultations, travelling workshops and other activities) which would better meet our aims? 

How important are questions of cost, use of natural resources and impact on the environment,
use of staff time? 

In what ways can we bring Friends together on a more equitable basis? At present those from
countries with a poorer economy are under-represented, because funds for support are
limited. 

In what other ways can FWCC best fulfil its goals -to facilitate loving understanding of
diversities among Friends while we discover together, with God's help, our common spiritual
ground; to facilitate full expression of our Friends' testimonies in the world - ? 

B       Summary of responses sent to Interim Committee, October 2002 

Responses were received from Finland YM; Monteverde MM; a representative from Philadelphia
YM; and several members of Moscow MM. 

Bringing Friends together on a worldwide basis is important to help isolated Meetings feel they are
part of a broader family, and can lead to supportive relationships. Unexpected and creative links can
be formed between Friends, based on both similarity and difference. The spiritual benefits of living
and worshipping together are great. There can be a sense of sharing the same spiritual essence or
faith, and of a shared approach to world problems. We need opportunities for open dialogue with
Friends of different traditions and cultures. 
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The financial cost of Triennials and World Conferences, to individuals, to meetings and churches and
to FWCC, is very high. Perhaps Triennials could be held less frequently. 

Not all languages spoken among Friends are used at international events, which excludes some
people. There can be a sense that only a privileged group are selected to attend. 

Regional meetings can help to form links which are easier to sustain. Travel in the ministry, and
travelling workshops, are powerful means of bringing Friends together. Smaller consultations and
meetings can give time and opportunity for a deeper experience. For some Friends, it is possible to
hold consultations by electronic means more frequently and at less cost. 

The small number of Friends able to attend large international events find it difficult to report
adequately to Friends at home and to share the experience of the event. Smaller regional events can
give an opportunity for more Friends to be involved. 

C       FWCC Interim Commi ttee minute IC 02-29 of October 2002 (extract) 

"In our 2001 discussion (ICO1-31), we opened the issue of whether the triennial format constitutes
the most effective way to bring Friends together to promote mutual understanding. In our retreat this
year and in our open discussion Sunday evening, we have considered alternative scheduling and
formats such as world or regional conferences, consultations on particular subjects and traveling
workshops. We have not found the best balance between lower expense and broad participation in
international Friends gatherings." 

D       Summary of discussions at Interim Committee 

FWCC has been trying to make Triennials a better reflection of Friends worldwide, rather than being
determined by Friends from the prosperous "North". This relates both to participation and to the
programme and agenda. We have not gone very far. Broader participation needs more money for
funded places, and our attempts to use a broad range of Friends' faith and experience to shape the
programme and agenda are at an early stage. An important issue in all that FWCC does is the
question of power among Friends, and its use. 

For various reasons – international politics, impact on the environment, cost – we may not be able to
continue holding worldwide events as at present. Events can be international without being on a
global scale, e.g. Section or regional meetings. FWCC World Office does not have to run every
large-scale event. 

Some types of event which could be valuable are: 

local events with a limited number of guests from elsewhere; 
occasions for special types of learning; 
exchanges between Friends' bodies; 
mission and service consultations; 
gatherings for particular constituencies, e.g. youth, men, women, service agencies, educators; 
travel in the ministry; 
consultations similar to Identity, Authority & Community (1997,2000). 
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20th FWCC Triennial

22-30 July 2000

Geneva Point Center, New Hampshire, USA

Extracts from Minutes
Recommending action by Yearly Meetings

Please consult the complete version of the Minutes in order to understand the context for these
extracts. 

20/18 Report of Africa Section               We rejoice to hear of the inspiring work being done by

                                                                Friends in Africa.  We encourage Friends throughout the
 world to continue supporting the Section in its many concerns and in achieving coordinated programs. 

20/23 Ecumenical Relations                    Eden Grace has drawn our attention to the WCC
                                                                 Ecumenical Decade to Overcome Violence (beginning
 2001) which has arisen partly in response to initiatives by the traditional peace churches. We encourage
Friends to be involved. 

20/25 Quaker United Nations Offices                  We hope that the way may open for the QUNOs to
                                                                              work on environmental issues in cooperation with
 the UN Environment Program in Nairobi, possibly as part of the Africa Section proposal for an office at
the OAU in Addis Ababa. We note that the QUNOs are increasing their focus on the African continent,
especially in relation to the Great Lakes Region and the challenge of HIV / AIDS. We offer our prayers to
those in Africa working for peace, as they are seen by some governments as a threat. 

Other issues that have been brought to our attention in this session are: Colombia;
 depleted  uranium; the Indian Sub-Continent; and the UN Decade for the Culture of Peace. We
encourage the QUNOs and Yearly Meetings to consider and consult about how to respond more
effectively to these. We hold our representatives in the Light as they continue this important
responsibility on our behalf. We see their work as important in building processes that prevent war, and
we encourage Friends to support them spiritually and financially. 

20/28 Peace Concerns: Restorative Justice                       We are encouraged to hear of restorative
                                                                                           justice schemes that are now available in
 many countries as an alternative to imprisonment. We hope Friends will give publicity to these
alternative methods of dealing with offenders. If they are accepted this will represent an encouraging
fundamental shift in focus away from a punitive approach, and will lead to a reduction in the use of
imprisonment. 

We encourage Friends and Yearly Meetings to carry forward this concern. 

20/29 Peace Concerns: Jubilee 2000                    We endorse the campaign to cancel the non-
                                                                               repayable debts of the world's poorest nations and
 lessen disparities between rich and poor, and to foster sustainable development. We encourage the efforts
of yearly meetings, monthly meetings, churches and individuals to undertake study and action inspired by
Jubilee and to support projects such as Right Sharing of World Resources. We feel this will give witness
to our testimonies of equality and simplicity. 
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20/30 Other Peace Concerns                  The working group has reported on several other issues. a) We

                                                                note that Australia Yearly Meeting would welcome consultation
with other yearly meetings on Alternatives to Violence Project links. b) We draw Friends' attention to the
appeal from Burundi Friends to yearly meetings and Friends' agencies to press the governments of
Burundi, Rwanda and Congo to recognise conscientious objection as a human right. c) We support the
work of African Friends and the QUNOs in their action for arms control. d) We note that financial 'and
practical help is needed by Burundi Friends for a 'teacher training for peace' program. 

20/31 Indigenous Issues                  CanadianYearly Meeting has asked that Friends World Committee for  
                                                         Consultation empower the Quaker United Nations Offices (QUNOs)
to follow the Draft Declaration  <on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples>  and other indigenous issues at the

United Nations. We agree to this, encouraging the QUNOs to seek ways of furthering this issue, working
with Friends' groups involved with it. We hope that ways can be found of fitting this work into the current

programmes of the QUNOs. 

In addition, to further Friends' concerns about indigenous issues, this Triennial 

a) reaffirms the importance of Friends' seeking the Light in listening and responding to indigenous issues; 

b) encourages Friends to be part of the healing process among indigenous and non- indigenous people; 

c) encourages all yearly meet~ngs to urge their governments to engage constructively in the consultations
about the Draft Declaration; 
d) hopes that a network can be established to connect those Friends around the world engaged on or
interested in this issue. We ask Canadian Yearly Meeting, if willing, to coordinate this. This network
would help underpin the work that the Quaker United Nations Offices can do. 

20/35 Concern: Spiritual Nurture in the World            As Friends we have a great and wonderful
                                                                                      message to share with the world, that there is that of
God in each person, that we are each individually children of God, created in the image of God, beloved
of God. We ask yearly meetings, Sections, and Quaker journals, to give time and space to this concern for
spiritual nurture of the world. 

20/36 Concern: Communication/Outreach           We encourage yearly meetings and Sections to

                                                                               support communication and outreach concerns and to
 keep the World Office informed. 

20/39 FW CC Budget                  Frances Hill (Treasurer) has drawn attention to the Budget I (core
                                                    expenditure) estimates for the next four years – to cover the year
 of the next Triennial meeting. The budget predicts increased expenditure in most areas, as well as some
increase in contributions from Sections. There is also a prediction of investment income. The result will
be a deficit budget which will require a 12% increase in contributions to balance the accounts. Frances
has asked whether Friends can raise this amount. 

We have been reminded of Budget 2, which provides for specific programs such as QUNO, UN
Conferences, WCC, and support for Friends in Africa. These funds, and the Triennial Travel Fund, need
to increase if our concerns are to be carried forward more effectively. Friends can give earmarked
contributions to each of these funds by sending them in pounds sterling to the World Office or in US
dollars to the Section of the Americas. 

We encourage Friends at this Triennial to seek ways to inform Friends in their meetings
 about FWCC and its financial needs. 

20/41 Concern: Education                  We invite Friends in all Sections to consider how to encourage          
                                                             initiatives in education, where possible in partnership, and refer 

the report to the Africa Section in particular. 
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20/42 African Ouaker Initiative       The Africa Section proposes to coordinate an African                           
                                                         Quaker Initiative in collaboration with Quaker 
international partners. We encourage the Quaker service agencies and other Quaker bodies in their plans
to work together and with the Africa Section as partners in the African Quaker Initiative. 

20/46 Young Friends Relport             We are very pleased to learn of these plans for a world
                                                            gathering <of Young Friends in 2003>, and we look forward to
hearing further details in due course. We note that the names of the contact persons for Young Friends in

each Section will be made known to the Section office. Gwen Gosney-Erickson will act as initial
coordinator. We hope YM  Representatives will inform Young Friends of this initiative. Our prayers are

with Young Friends as they seek the way ahead. We encourage yearly meetings to appoint Young Friends
as Representatives to FW CC. 

20/47 Peace Teams        Yearly meetings are encouraged to inform their members about peace  team work

                                       being done by Friends and others in situations of conflict around the world. We

ask each YM  to send details of their discernment, activities and vision regarding peace team work to

Friends Peace Teams Project, PO Box 10372, San Antonio TX 78210, USA (tel +1-877-814-6972;

email<fptp@quaker.org>) 

We support the concern as one of a number of valuable initiatives for peace. We invite yearly

meetings to consider this concern further and to respond as they feel led. 

The full text of the Triennial Minutes can be obtained from FWCC W orld Offi ce, 4 Byng Place,
London WC1E 7LE, UK, telephone +44 20 7388 0497, fax +44 20 7383 4644, 
e-mail   world@fwcc.quaker.org 

FWCC is a registered charity in the UK, no. 211647 
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Friends World Committ ee for Consul tati on - Secti on of the A mericas

FWCC
To Friends Meetings in North America 

April 29th,
2003 
Dear Friends, 

I want to thank you for your faithful support of Friends World Committee for Consultation and
to tell you about some of our recent work. 

In January 2003 more than 250 Friends representing almost all the yearly meetings in the USA
and Canada gathered at Guilford College in Greensboro, North Carolina for a conference we
convened on Friends' responses to the growing danger of global war and terrorism. Entitled
Friends Peace Witness in a Time of Crisis, it spanned generations (World War II to high school
students) and included all Friends' traditions. CDs of the plenary proceedings are available ($30
for each set.) We have been encouraged by the messages of appreciation from participants as we
consider the distinct contribution that FWCC can make to peace building. 

25 high school juniors and seniors from Europe and North America and four volunteer adult
leaders spent a month last summer exploring Quakerism in Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia
and Washington DC on FWCC's Quaker Youth Pilgrimage. We were hosted by many Friends
Meetings and also had the opportunity to see how Friends work to influence public policy. 

We continue to explore ways to include Friends from the Caribbean and Latin America more
fully in the work of the Section. We recently held an Alternatives to Violence Program (A VP)
workshop in Spanish for Latin American representatives. Participants expect to take this training
back to their home communities. We have translated Jack Willcutt's book Why Friends are
Friends into Spanish. It will be used in training workshops in Central- and South America in the
fall. We are developing a new bilingual website as a way of developing connections. 

At a time when the value of many individual donors' investments is down, it has been gratifying
to note that yearly- and monthly meetings have maintained their level of support. We have held
down expenditure for the financial year just ending to below the budgeted amount, but because
the value of our own investments is also down, we face a shortfall. We have plans to increase
peace work and intervisitation, with a particular focus on young Friends and Latin America, and
request your continued commitment. We are grateful for your support of our work to connect
Friends globally and locally, building bridges across linguistic, cultural and theological barriers.
This not only strengthens our faith, but also renders visible Friends testimonies in the world. 

Sincerely,

Margaret Fraser
Executive Secretary

1506 Race Street. Philadelphia, PA 19102.               (215) 241-7250.                  FAX (215) 241-7285
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FRIENDS W ORLD CO MM ITTEE FO R CONSULTATION (QU AKERS) 

Logo omitted fo r e-m ail

      Quaker United Nations Office

13, Avenue du Merve1et 1209 Geneva Switzerland 

Tel: 022 748 48 00 Fax: 022 748  4819   Email: quno@quno.ch   www.quno.org

Report from the Co-Clerks, QUNO Geneva Committ ee, for 2002 

QUNO's Geneva office has had another very busy year: you will find its major activities and contributions
to international governance highlighted in this report. 

QUNO Geneva's Committee has risen well to its leadership and governance role, at a time of impending
change for QUNO. For it is with sadness and with hope that we acknowledge we must say Adieu to
Brewster Grace, who is to retire formally in January 2004. Brewster will continue working on the TRIPS
project until its conclusion in mid 2004, within the QUNO framework. We are sure that all connected with
QUNO will join with us in warmly thanking Brewster for his service over many years, and in our hope that
his retirement will be full, busy, yet relaxing and satisfying. 

David Atwood is to succeed Brewster as QUNO Geneva's Director. The Conunittee have affirmed their
view that QUNO Geneva's third thematic Programme area should continue to be our broad concerns for
global economic issues, and has asked that arrangements be put in hand to select Brewster's successor with
the recruitment net cast globally, as befits QUNO's work and role in our world. 

Other events of note this year include: QUNO's new, higher level of consultative status as a recognised
NGO with the UN; continued successful work with less developed countries in their combined approach to
TRIPS negotiations within the present WTO multilateral trade negotiations; continued effective work on
mitigating the likelihood of and damage to children becoming soldiers; growing our programme to
understand and counter both the demand for and the supply of small arms; plus linking to the work of
Friends and others in sympathy within our three thematic areas in regional settings around the world – peace
building work in central Africa is one example. Enabling work this year included: deepening the links
between QUNO's work and the world wide family of Friend; reviewing our professional programme
support staffing; continued close collaboration with QUNO New York office; careful, close work to sustain
our financial security – for which we are most grateful to our supporters. You will find expansions on a
number of them in the Report (See Ted Church for the copy). 

It remains for us to thank our staff for their unswerving commitment to our valuable and much loved work,
and also to thank all our financial supporters most sincerely, without whom Friends' work with the UN and
other organisations of global governance could not be done. Please help us continue to work in your name,
in the Light. 

QUNO Geneva Committee non-executive Members are: Elizabeth Duke FWCC; Val Ferguson BYM,
Stephen Guloba FWCC, Tom Head FWCC, Martin Kunz FWCC, Martin MacPherson BYM, David Maggs
BYM, Penny McMillin BYM, David Newton BYM, Timothy Phillips BYM, Emma Rigby BYM, Ruth
Watson FWCC. We always work in Committee with the executive members of our team: David Atwood,
Rachel Brett, Brewster Grace Director, -all of QUNO Geneva and Linda Craig QPSW. 

Signed: 
Timothy Phillips Co-Clerk 
Tom Head Co-Clerk 
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American Friends Service Committee
1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102-1479

Phone: 215 241-7030 • FAX: 215 241-7282 • E-mail: MeM cnish@afsc.org
Logo omitted fo r e-m ail

Mary Ellen McNish

General Secretary                                                                                      April 28, 2003

Dear Friends of Intermountain Yearly Meeting, 

The American Friends Service committee sends warm greetings to Friends everywhere. Weare
particularly grateful at this time of war for the strong sense of a broad community of Friends
worldwide. We thank you all for the many messages and minutes we have received from allover
the world. 

This week our faith has been tested as the U.S. Government defied the United Nations Security
Council and attacked Iraq. We open ourselves to the guidance of the Spirit and seek to
understand what our peace testimony means for us today and how it can guide our actions in the
coming weeks and months. 

AFSC has been a leader in the unprecedented actions of the newly invigorated peace movement
as it sought to stop the war before it started. Weare encouraged by the worldwide growth of the
peace movement and we know that the people who have committed themselves to work for
peace will not give up. We have found new ways to use the internet to keep in touch and
organize cohesive and effective opposition to the violence. We have found new partners from
many countries and all walks of life. 

We now anticipate a devastating humanitarian crisis as the war displaces a people already
weakened by twelve years of sanctions. AFSC has already sent 10,000 hygiene kits and a
portable water treatment plant to Amman, Jordan and is providing funding for the drilling of
wells. This is in addition to four water purification systems in place at four hospitals in Iraq. We
await further reports from staff in the region to see how best to use future contributions where
they will be most needed. 

Even as we deal with this horrendous violence, we need to sustain the other work, which is so
important in preventing future violence. I will devote the rest of this epistle to some of those
programs and actions of the past year. 

In February 2002 AFSC held a Quaker Iraq Summit. Friends came from 50 Meetings around the
US to hear resource people describe the situation in Iraq and discuss the actions which Friends
around the country could take to spread the word and change US foreign policy. Electronic
communications have kept that group connected and active. 
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In response to the tragic events of September 11, 2001, AFSC developed an overarching
campaign called, "No More Victims" which included our domestic and international programs.
We have made strong efforts to put a new emphasis on peacebuilding, promoting citizen action
to restrain the US government military solutions and to support alternative methods of promoting
world peace and security. We have continued to aid those around the world who are suffering
from the results of violence and the inequitable distribution of the world's resources. 

Following our successful blankets for Afghanistan campaign, we set up an office in Kabul in the
spring of 2002. Staff assessed the role AFSC could play in long-term reconstruction efforts.
Funds were sent for schools and educational supplies, and to pay stipends to widows taking basic
literacy and tailoring classes so that they will be able to take care of their families. 

In August, AFSC was a joint sponsor of a group of Quakers from the US and Europe who visited
the Middle East and have sent out an epistle. The Middle East Working Group is currently
preparing a report with proposals for next steps. 

In North Korea AFSC is addressing the food shortages by sending portable irrigation pumps,
mobile rice threshers and plastic windbreaks to increase production. 

AFSC has continued supporting the health clinic, an adult literacy program, and a tree- planting
program in Haiti. 

In Cambodia AFSC continues to work with local nonviolence groups and communities working
with the disabled. 

AFSC is developing a cross program Africa Initiative working with African Quakers. Rural
development programs continue in Mozambique and Somalia. AFSC provided emergency grants
to aid communities affected by the volcanic eruptions in Congo and to internally displaced
people in Kenya. 

AFSC has Quaker International Affairs Representatives in the following regions: Andes Region,
Central America, Central Europe, Central Africa, Southern Africa, Jerusalem, Middle East, East
Asia, Southeast Asia, and Vietnam. They do the quiet work of breaking down barriers and
bringing diplomats and community leaders together to do the preventive work which is so badly
needed. If this work could expand, perhaps we would never need to repair the damage caused by
large-scale violence. 

In the US, our regional office in New York City reached out to people affected by September 11,
including those living in the area, rescue workers, and immigrants. The programs in Newark and
Long Island expanded their ongoing legal and other assistance programs. Workers rights
programs continue along the Mexico/US Border. 

Youth programs across the country brought together Native Americans and students in Help
Increase the Peace workshops. Young people from diverse backgrounds participated in
"Inspiring, Education and Mobilizing the Hip-Hop Generation" conference in Boston. 
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The German Exhibit, "Quiet Helpers," which opened at First Friends Meeting in Indianapolis in
February 2000 has continued to move around the country stopping in Indianapolis, Philadelphia,
Earlham College, Whittier Friends Church, Guilford College, Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston and
starting tomorrow, New York City for a week. This wonderful exhibit gives us the long
perspective for our work and encourages us to be faithful to our roots and our leadings. 

AFSC has spent two years involving hundreds of people around the world, including Board and
Corporation members in a Visioning Process in order to develop a strategic plan for AFSC's
future work. Here is the plan's opening statement: 

The AFSC envisions a world 
•   where security and fundamental human rights eclipse violence and oppression; 
•   where opportunities to make a living as part of a sustainable community supplant

poverty; 
•   where appreciation of diverse gifts and cultures replaces exclusion and rejection; 

•   where commitment to love and dialogue prevails. 

The plan contains six goals expressing our commitment to work for peace, humanitarian
assistance, economic justice, the rights of migrants, for equitable systems of justice, and to
support young people in their work for peace and justice. Our staff are now involved in focusing
our program on these goals which provide the framework for our message of hope and
nonviolent alternatives for this troubled world. 

The U.S. Government is now committed to horrific violence on a global scale which will bring
short and long-term devastation for many people. We know we have your support as we all pray
for light and guidance, seeking the way to open the hearts of all who would commit such
violence. We hope that they may understand that the security they so desperately seek can only
be found in a truly loving, multi -faith, and democratic international community. We will work
with people of many faiths to bring about that peaceful community. 

We are looking forward to the coming year not with fear but with faith and hope that strength
will be given us to do God's work. 

In peace, 

(s.)  Mary Ellen McNish

Mary Ellen McNish
General Secretary
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Friends General Conference
OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 

I2I6 Arch Street, 2B .Philadelphia, PA I9IO7

Dear Friends, 

OFFICE (215) 561-1700 

FAX (215) 561-0759 

BOOKSTORE ORDERS (800) 966-4556 

or www.quakerbooks.org 

E-MAIL Friends@fgcquaker.org 

www.fgcquaker.org 

 

April 2003

I write you at a time of heartache for our beautiful world. I grieve for the dead, wounded, widowed and

orphaned from the war our nation has been waging in Iraq and other parts of the world. I fear for the

future that our political leaders are creating, both for our country and our world. At the same time, I am

not forgetting the massive, world-wide movement of peoples and governments that opposed the U.S.

invasion of Iraq, and the hope that this movement represents. 

In the face of all this, we are called to be faithful to our vision of a blessed world community in which

even the most bitter conflicts are settled without war. We Friends can continue our strong, clear witness

that no military victory in Iraq can justify -the massive violence, destruction, suffering and death that has

been inflicted on so many. Let us not stand idly by while many claim that U.S. might makes its own right. 

I continue to be inspired by George Fox's leading to "live in the virtue of that life and power that takes

away the occasion of all wars." Speaking for myself, I could not continue living in that life and power

without the support of my meeting and our larger religious society. Our witness and our service take root

in the deep centers of our worshiping communities. I have been heartened by the messages I have

received of the continuing strong witness of Friends around the United States and Canada, and the way

that so many of our meetings have once again become centers for community- based peace action. 

With all this in mind, I want you to know that we at FGC continue our labors in support of a vital,

spiritually grounded and active Quakerism at work in a world that desperately needs our witness and

service. Many hundreds of volunteer committee members, traveling Friends, workshop leaders and others

are part of this year-in, year-out work, highlights of which are described in the enclosed 2002 Annual

Report. 

To maintain this vital w ork, I m ust ask your m eeting again fo r fina ncial support. If you have made a

contribution to FGC recently, thank you! If you are able to contribute again, thank you once more! And if

you have not given since the start of our fiscal year (October, 1,2002), please consider sending a

contribution now. Our contributions are running approximately $40,000 under budget this year, so every

gift is very important. 

We depend upon the gifts of meetings and Friends to continue our work to support a vital Quakerism at

work in the world. 

In the Spirit,         

Bruce Birchard     

General Secretary    

See Ted Church for the copy of the Annual Report


