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Welcoming Plenary Session 

Wednesday, June 14, 2006, evening  

Friends Gathered at about 7:00 p.m. in song and worship  

Introduction by Co-Clerk Rebecca Henderson 
Co-Clerk Rebecca Henderson welcomed Friends to the gathering and announced the theme for  
this year’s meeting as “The Force of Truth and the Power of Love.”  Eric Wright, clerk of Continuing 
Committee, was introduced.   

Welcome by the Executive Director of Ghost Ranch, Rob Craig  
Rob Craig welcomed Intermountain Yearly Meeting, saying that Ghost Ranch especially appreciates 
the presence of groups that focus on transformation and reconciliation, and suggesting that being in 
this unique landscape makes us vulnerable and thus available for God’s work. He pointed out the 
ongoing construction of new housing and a spiritual center as well as a museum and visitors’ center 
out on the highway.   

Guest Introduction 
Co-Clerk Rebecca Henderson introduced several guests of Intermountain Yearly Meeting: 

Anthony Manousos, Friends Bulletin 
Danielle Short, American Friends Service Committee, Denver office 
Robin Aura Kanegis, Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Joe Volk, plenary and resource speaker, Friends Committee on National Legislation    
Ruah Swennerfelt and Louis Cox, Quaker Earthcare Witness 
Karin Saltzmann, Guantanamo Bay Prisoner Group of Humboldt  
Nicholas Wright, Mexico City  

Recognition of Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups 
Co-Clerk Cynthia Smith recognized the monthly meetings and worship groups constituting IMYM 
and asked those present to stand.  
See Attachment #1, p.20.  

Introduction of some of those serving at the Annual Gathering 
The co-clerk introduced members of Ministry and Counsel (Meredith Little, Marilyn Hayes, Pelican 
Lee, David Henkel, Sarah Motz-Storey, and Glen Trostle), registrars Jonathan Cartland and Phyllis 
Hoge, operations managers Tom Kowal and Vance Marshall, Senior Young Friends Risa Thron-
Weber and Steve Wampler, and Deb Stucklen, kitchen liaison and advocate for persons with 
differing abilities. .   

Announcements 
There were messages regarding the need for more volunteers, a call for Adult Young Friends to get 
together, and various logistics regarding schedules and meals.   



 

5

 
The State of the Religious Society  
for Intermountain Yearly Meeting since June, 2005 
Co-Clerk Rebecca Henderson read a report of the Yearly Meeting based on information, both 
detailed and in summary, provided by sixteen Monthly Meetings and two Worship Groups.  The 
report noted how various meetings respond to current political and social issues, while reflecting that 
they are centered and sustained by their weekly worship.   
See Attachment #2, p.21.  

Closing Worship 
The first plenary session closed in silent worship.   

QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ  

Plenary Session 
Guest Resource Speaker, Thursday, June 15, 2006, morning      

Opening Worship began at 10:00 a.m.  

Guest Resource Speaker Joe Volk is the Executive Secretary of the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation (FCNL), a nonpartisan Quaker lobby in the public interest. Before joining 
FCNL in 1990, Joe worked for 18 years with the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) and 
served as National Secretary for Peace Education from 1982 to 1990. He has been a member of the 
Religious Society of Friends since 1983.   

As an example of “the power of love and the force of truth” Joe Volk related the moving story of his 
experiences as one who joined the military but refused deployment to Vietnam. He consulted with 
Quakers and the AFSC in Colorado at that time, and felt their Friendly and loving advocacy when he 
was held in the army stockade before being honorably discharged. He spoke to us of what he sees as 
a Quaker position on war, which involves no fighting but voluntary suffering which might reveal 
truth to others and transform situations.   

Joe Volk also spoke of the “radical” history of Quakers in this country, and inclusion in the Bill of 
Rights of many of the principles they have held to. He suggested that the “force of truth” needs a 
long perspective and faith to practice what cannot yet be seen. He noted the popularity of the version 
of the Peace Testimony FCNL put as a banner on its building (and later on numerous kinds of signs 
multiplied around the country): WAR IS NOT THE ANSWER. When asked “Then what is the 
answer?” Joe Volk recommended the booklet PEACEFUL PREVENTION OF DEADLY CONFLICT, 
advocating a mentality of applying brakes to prevent collisions.     

QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ 
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Meeting for Worship for Business, Session 1  
Thursday, June 15, 2006 afternoon   

At the table were Co-Clerks Cynthia Smith and Rebecca Henderson with Recording Clerk  
Judy Ray.  

Opening Worship began at 4 p.m.  

Co-Clerk Cynthia Smith read the following passage from the new Intermountain Yearly Meeting 
Faith and Practice:  

All of the curiosities of Friends’ practice stem from this: the community is led by the Spirit, and the 
Spirit works through the whole community. Imagine a knotty issue as a complicated work of three-
dimensional art. What is obvious at first glance to one person is not at all evident to someone else. So 
gradually we walk around it, different ones of us bringing aspects of the work to the attention of the 
community, and as we do, we come to a fuller understanding. We undertake the walk together, we 
consider each aspect together, and as our understanding grows, so does our ability to work together for a 
solution. The Light shines from all directions. Our knowledgeable Guide whispers in our ear, pointing out 
new vantages. We become closer, more of a community, more able to put our guidance into action 
together.   

Epistle chosen by Watching Committee: 
Cindy Yurth of the Watching Committee read the Epistle from the World Gathering of Young 
Friends, 2005.   
See Attachment #3, p.24.  

Continuing Committee 
Clerk Eric Wright reported on topics the committee has considered during the past year and efforts 
made to ensure that Monthly Meetings have opportunities to give thoughtful consideration to all 
queries and actions of the Yearly Meeting. Response to queries sent out in Fall 2005 have been 
summarized and presented as follows: input about intervisitation has been passed to Ministry and 
Counsel; input about decision-making has been passed to the Faith and Practice Committee; and 
input regarding finances, the AFSC/IMYM Joint Service Project, and an increase in assessments will 
be brought before this gathering. Three other proposals offered to Monthly Meetings this spring will 
also be brought, with recommendations, before this gathering in subsequent business sessions.  
See Attachment #4, p.26.     

IMYM 06.01   The Report from the Continuing Committee was accepted.

  

The Faith and Practice Committee  
Claire Leonard reported that Friends of IMYM have worked on a Faith and Practice for 
Intermountain Yearly Meeting since 1993, addressing many questions, both spiritual and practical, 
along the way. Now a draft edition has been printed and is offered to Monthly Meetings for their 
seasoning. “Use it, read it, study it, evaluate it, and talk about it,” urged the committee clerk. Copies 
of the new book were ceremoniously presented, held aloft on a purple cushion, to the co-clerks and 
recording clerk.   
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The Faith and Practice Committee recommended that a Threshing Session on seasoning this work be 
arranged at the beginning of IMYM’s Business Session in June, 2007. The committee proposes that 
from June 2006 to June 2007 there be a time of reflective seasoning and that from June 2007 to 
January 2008 responses, suggestions and concerns from the wider IMYM community be gathered 
and considered. Depending upon the extent of revision needed, a published book may be available by 
yearly meeting 2008.   
Claire Leonard has just completed her last term on the Faith and Practice Committee and Jim Coates 
is recommended to be clerk for the next three years.  
See Attachment #5, p.28.   

IMYM 06.02   The Report from Faith and Practice Committee was accepted with 
enthusiastic appreciation for the long engagement with this task.

   

IMYM 06.03   IMYM approved the appointment of Jim Coates as clerk of the Faith and 
Practice Committee for a three-year term.

  

Minute of Appreciation. 
Past and present members of the Faith and Practice Committee presented the following minute:   

The Faith and Practice Committee wishes to minute its deep gratitude to Claire 
Leonard for her many years of service in the development of a Faith and Practice for this 
Yearly Meeting.  

Involved from the earliest beginnings of this Committee, Claire accepted the 
responsibility of being our clerk and has served in that capacity for the past nine years. 
During these years, she has shepherded us through the processes of discernment, decision-
making, and writing – always the writing. Whenever challenges of varying magnitude have 
presented themselves, Claire has consistently led us through these periods with grace, 
patience and a strength born of wisdom.   

The journey has been an ever deepening spiritual adventure. In our work together, 
most of us have learned what it means to practice our faith in a profound friendship of 
creation.  

    
IMYM 06.04   IMYM approved the Minute of gratitude to Claire Leonard for her work on 

the Faith and Practice Committee.

  

The IMYM/AFSC Joint Service Project Oversight Committee  
Glen Trostle, convener, reported on additional projects undertaken this year to assist those who 
suffered losses in the hurricanes. He commented on efforts to improve communications between 
meetings, representatives, and the Oversight Committee, and presented a budget projection for 2007.   
(The text of the report is included in the June 2006 Documents-in-Advance.)   
For Budget, see Attachment #6, p.29.  

IMYM 06.05   The IMYM/AFSC Joint Service Projects Oversight Committee Report was 
accepted.

  

The IMYM/AFSC Joint Service Project  
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Mike Gray, coordinator, reported on the increased time spent on service projects in the past year, 
including the additional work in Louisiana.    
(Details may be read in the text included in the June 2006 Documents-in-Advance.)    

IMYM 06.06   The IMYM/AFSC Joint Service Project Report was accepted.

   
Call for Nuclear Disarmament: from Albuquerque Monthly Meeting 
Co-Clerk Rebecca Henderson read the following minute brought to the gathering from 
Albuquerque Monthly Meeting:  

We call upon our elected leaders to:  
Stop the design and manufacture of all nuclear weapons, including plutonium bomb 

cores (“pits”) at Los Alamos and elsewhere.  
Dismantle our arsenal in concert with other nuclear powers, pursuant to Article VI of 

the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. As the most powerful nation on earth, the U.S. must 
take the first steps in this process.  

Halt disposal of nuclear waste at Los Alamos, as thousands of citizens and dozens of 
environmental organizations have already requested.     

IMYM 06.07   IMYM approved the above minute regarding a “Call for Nuclear 
Disarmament.”

  

The clerks will send the minute to all Congressional representatives of the IMYM area.   

The Committee to Revise the Guide  
Jim Mills, co-clerk of this committee and of the website, delivered the latest edition of the Guide to 
the clerks and recommended that Friends consult the 2006 Guide to Operations now posted on the 
website. He requested feedback from meetings on how the website is working as a conduit of 
information.  
(The text of the report is included in the June 2006 Documents-in-Advance.)  

Co-Clerk Rebecca Henderson asked Friends to arrive early and settle into worship before Business 
Meetings.   

The Meeting ended with silent worship.  

QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ  
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Meeting for Worship for Memorial Minutes 
Thursday, June 15, 2006, evening   
Friends gathered for a meeting for worship at 7:00 p.m. and out of the silence the Memorial Minutes 
were read for the following:  

Bonnie J. Brune    Ruth Correll   
Eugenia Caroline DeLamotte   John Doscher  
Mary Miles Lantz   Mary J. Minor   
Jean Roath     Viola Marie Standley Scott  
Harriette Smith   Jan Wade Vaughan  

The memorial minutes were published in the Documents-In-Advance 2006 with the exception of the 
minute for John Doscher, which is included in the Addendum to Documents-in-Advance, attached to 
this Record.   

QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ  

Meeting for Worship for Business, Session 2 
Friday, June 16, 2006, morning  

Friends settled into worship at 9:50 a.m.  
Co-Clerk Rebecca Henderson read a quotation from the Quaker Faith and Practice of Britain 
Yearly Meeting regarding “the sense of the meeting” and how Business Meetings may be led to 
understand the “rightness of the way for the Meeting to take.”  

Announcements 
The co-clerk introduced Caz Bowman, a visitor from Australia Yearly Meeting.  
Katya Thron-Weber will be going on the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage this summer. Donations of 
support are welcomed. 
Amy Wagner will be going to China with an AFSC/Philadelphia program to teach English. 
Donations to Durango Monthly Meeting are welcomed.   

Epistle chosen by Watching Committee: 
Rebecca Cecil of the Watching Committee read the Epistle from Ireland Yearly Meeting, Dublin, 
2006.  
See Attachment #7, p.30.  

Treasurer’s Report  
Treasurer John Kretzmann reported on the generous support that has been provided to the 
IMYM/AFSC Joint Service Project this past year. He noted that some Monthly Meetings had not yet 
sent in their annual assessments, but that IMYM and its committees were operating with fiscal 
responsibility. 
The Treasurer presented three May 2006 financial reports: the IMYM 2005 Annual Gathering 
Statement, the IMYM December 2005 Financial Statement, and the IMYM December 2005 
Statement of Assets.  He also presented the IMYM June 2006 Financial Statement which shows the 
2006 budget and spending to date, half way through the year. 
See Attachment #8, p.32 for these Reports. 
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Finance Committee 
Finance Committee clerk Bob Schroeder presented the budget proposed for 2007. He noted that 
since unrestricted reserves are above $20,000, the Finance Committee proposes to suspend the 
contribution to reserves for this year. The clerk responded to questions concerning reserves, the cost 
of the Annual Gathering, interest income, etc.  
See Attachment #9 and #10, p.36 for Report and 2007 Budget.   

IMYM 06.08   The Treasurer’s Report was accepted.

   

IMYM 06.09   The Finance Committee Report was accepted.

  

Assessments and the Joint Service Project 
The Fall 2005 Queries asked Monthly Meetings to consider an increase in assessments to finance the 
Joint Service Project. After surveying responses to this query, Continuing Committee recommends 
that IMYM increase assessments to $45 per member. This includes an increase in the budget and also 
reflects inclusion of IMYM/AFSC JSP funds within the assessment rather than being separate 
donations by meetings and individuals as in prior years.    

In discussion, a former member of the JSP Oversight Committee spoke of her deep disappointment in 
the Project, based on personal experience. She was concerned that Quaker values and process are not 
always followed. She could no longer support the funding, but would not stand in the way if IMYM 
approved the measure.   

Another Friend spoke in support of the JSP, noting his own experience on recent projects, and 
acknowledging that organizing these projects is very challenging work and that those who participate 
bring individual expectations which cannot always be met.   

Logan Monthly Meeting, which had previously raised questions concerning the finances and 
organization of the JSP, felt that response from the Oversight Committee had not been adequate, and 
still has concerns about guidelines ignored and trust violated among those on a service project.   

In deep worship we held ourselves open to listening to the truth of friends’ experiences and concerns.   

The co-clerks postponed considering the raise in the assessment and referred these concerns to 
Ministry and Counsel for prompt consideration. The Ministry and Counsel Committee announced an 
open meeting to be held today at 1 p.m.    

Nominating Committee  
Annette Kowal presented the preliminary Nominating Committee report, reminding Friends of the 
importance of seasoning nominations to reach a sense of “the rightness of the relationship” and 
urging all Monthly Meetings to maintain a representative on the Committee.  
Recommendations for filling three positions were put forward: Charlene Weir as Nominating 
Committee Clerk; Phil Brewster as Continuing Committee Recording Clerk; and Jim Coates as 
Operations Convener. Other appointments will be presented tomorrow.  
See Attachment #11, p.39. 
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IMYM 06.10   The Nominating Committee Report was accepted.

  
World Gathering of Young Friends 
Mark Sailor and Maya Wright thanked Friends for the generous donations which enabled them to 
attend the Gathering in Lancaster, England, in 2005, the theme of which was “I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Now what fruit shall we bear?”  
Since most Young Friends from Africa and Indonesia were unable to attend the Gathering in England 
due to visas being withheld, another Gathering was held in East Africa, which Mark Sailor attended.  
Mark read the Epistle from the World Gathering of Young Friends – Africa.  
See Attachment #12, p.40.   

IMYM 06.11   The Report on the World Gathering of Young Friends was accepted joyfully.

  

Annual Census 
Continuing Committee, having consulted Monthly Meetings, recommended that a census of members 
of IMYM be conducted annually.   

IMYM 06.12   IMYM approved the recommendation that a census of members be 
undertaken annually, 

  

Affiliation with Friends General Conference: A Minute from Pima Monthly 
Meeting 
Deb Driskill, Pima Meeting’s representative on the Continuing Committee, read a minute from Pima 
Monthly Meeting requesting that the Yearly Meeting consider affiliation with Friends General 
Conference.    
See Attachment #13, p. 42.   

IMYM 06.13   IMYM approved the request from Pima Monthly Meeting that the Yearly 
Meeting consider affiliation with Friends General Conference. As part of this process, IMYM also 
approved the recommendation from Continuing Committee that the subject be included in the Fall 
2006 Queries to Monthly Meetings.   

  

Friends Bulletin  
Editor Anthony Manousos noted that this is his tenth year of attendance at IMYM and he 
appreciates the friendships he has made. He summarized some of the topics the publication has 
covered, including the legacy of Jim Corbett in the current issue. Two ongoing concerns are the 
environment and the valuable work of interfaith groups. He will be showing the film, God and Allah 
Need to Talk. 
(“Friends Bulletin Annual Report to Yearly Meetings” is included in Documents-in-Advance.)   

IMYM 06.14   The report from Friends Bulletin was accepted, with pleasure.

  

The Meeting ended in silent worship.   

QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ 
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Meeting for Worship for Business, Session 3  
Friday, June 16, 2006 afternoon   

The Meeting began at 3:50 with Worship.  

Co-Clerk Cynthia Smith read from IMYM’s new Faith and Practice a description of how listening 
for the Light and waiting for guidance make the business meeting an act of worship.  

Epistle chosen by Watching Committee: 
Sonny Brown of the Watching Committee read the Epistle from the Yearly Meeting of Britain. 
See Attachment #14, p.43.  

Friends World Committee for Consultation  
Jerry Peterson reminded Friends that the mission of the FWCC is “to facilitate full expression of 
Quaker Testimonies in the world,” and reported on the Section of the Americas gathering held in 
Guatemala in March, 2006.  He noted FWCC’s financial needs, saying that if the mission is 
important to us he hopes support might be increased.  
(A longer version of the FWCC report is included in the Documents-in-Advance, 2006.)    

IMYM 06.15  The Friends World Conference on Consultation Section of the Americas 
Report was accepted.

  

American Friends Service Committee   
Tom Kowal referred to the report provided in the Documents-in-Advance, adding information about 
work in coalition with border relief groups. He noted that the Guide to Operations lists the 
IMYM/AFSC committee, which hasn’t met but whose responsibility seems to duplicate that of the 
AFSC representatives.  He proposes that the committee be laid down.  
(Another version of the AFSC report is included in the Documents-in-Advance, 2006).    

IMYM 06.16   The American Friends Service Committee Report was accepted. The 
proposal to lay down the IMYM/AFSC committee will be forwarded to Continuing Committee.

  

Friends Committee on National Legislation Report  
Mary Burton Riseley urged all Monthly Meetings to select representatives to FCNL, with particular 
encouragement for young people to get involved. She reported that a letter writing campaign 
regarding the nuclear technology agreement with India is under way; Joe Volk will hand deliver 
letters to Washington.  
(A longer version of the FCNL report is included in the Documents-in-Advance, 2006.)    

IMYM 06.17  The Friends Committee on National Legislation Report was accepted.

  

Minute of Appreciation  
Co-Clerk Cynthia Smith proposed the following minute:  
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IMYM 06.18   IMYM minutes gratitude to all IMYM representatives for their work with 

these various Friends organizations. 

  
Friends Peace Teams 
Margy Willen reported on the work of this spirit-led organization that partners with local 
organizations in places of conflict. She noted especially the work of the Africa Great Lakes Initiative 
that includes workshops in “Alternatives to Violence” and “Healing and Rebuilding Our 
Communities.” She gave an update on the work of Cecile Nyiramana from Rwanda, who attended 
IMYM in 2005. There is also revitalization of Latin American projects, including AVP workshops in 
Colombia.  
(The Friends Peace Teams report is included in the 2006 Documents-in-Advance.)   

IMYM 06.19   The Friends Peace Teams Report was accepted.

  

Young Adult Friends  
Andrew Banks reported the desire of this group to become a more organized entity. The group 
would like to send a representative to Continuing Committee and requests additions to IMYM 
registration materials.  
See Attachment #15, p.45.    

IMYM 06.20   The report from Young Adult Friends was accepted with enthusiasm.

  

Quaker Earthcare Witness 
Co-clerk Rebecca Henderson reported that a minute had come from Durango Monthly Meeting 
proposing that the Yearly Meeting affiliate with Quaker Earthcare Witness. However, the Continuing 
Committee reported lack of unity on this issue, and proposes that there be further discussion in 
Monthly Meetings so that greater unity might be sought in the Yearly Meeting.    

IMYM 06.21   IMYM needs further seasoning of the question of affiliation with Quaker 
Earthcare Witness. The question will be included in the Fall Queries, 2006, together with detailed 
information.

  

Spiritual Formation Program 
In January, Continuing Committee was in unity with the proposals from the ad hoc committee that 
IMYM offer and facilitate a Spiritual Formation Program for those interested. Some Friends have 
already experienced such a program, but would like it to be extended to and supported by the Yearly 
Meeting. Information was circulated among Monthly Meetings in the spring, but Friends then felt 
that more preparatory time was needed before beginning the program.  
Formation of a standing committee was discussed and will be brought up again at Business  
Meeting tomorrow.   

The meeting ended with silent worship.   
QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ  

Meeting for Worship for Business, Session 4 
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Saturday, June 17, 2006, morning   

The Meeting began at 10:00 with Worship.  

Co-Clerk Rebecca Henderson read a passage from Quaker Faith and Practice of Britain Yearly 
Meeting that asks Friends to consider how to make their Meetings a community and “channel for 
God’s love and forgiveness.”  

Epistle chosen by Watching Committee: 
Rebecca Cecil of the Watching Committee read an Epistle from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting: Called 
Session on Climate Change, 2005. 
See Attachment #16, p.46.  

Bruce Thron-Weber reported that his father, who died two weeks ago, was one of the first to bring 
environmental concerns to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.   

Epistle from Children’s Yearly Meeting 
The Epistle created by the Children’s Yearly Meeting was presented by Milagro Coates, Megan 
Richards, and Keenan Matney, with Eric Swanson, coordinator. 
See Attachment #17, p.48.   

IMYM 06.22   The Children’s Yearly Meeting Epistle was approved, with thanks. 

  

Nominating Committee  
Annette Kowal presented a slate of appointments, including the following new nominations:    

Recording Clerks – Sarah Keeney, Jane Robinson  
Continuing Committee Recording Clerk – Phil Brewster 
Registrars – Fran Boler and Joanne Cowan 
Nominating Committee Clerk -- Charlene Weir 
Operations – Jim Coates, Eileen Haney 
Children’s Yearly Meeting – Gretchen Reinhardt  
Junior Young Friends – Jane Kroesen  
Representative to Friends Peace Team – Margaret Willen  
Representative to Friends Bulletin Board – Tom Vaughan   

At present the position of co-clerk is unfilled, and another person is also needed for the Junior Young 
Friends Program. 
See Attachment #18, p.49.   

IMYM 06.23   The Nominating Committee list of new appointments was approved.

  

Ministry and Counsel Report regarding IMYM/AFSC Joint Service Project  
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We held an open meeting on Friday, June 16, 2006 from 1 – 4 p.m. to consider Joint Service 
Project issues. About 45 people attended and most were moved to speak. We found strong 
support for JSP and a strong desire for JSP to continue and succeed.  

We found two sets of issues: 
(1)  Management and operation of JSP   Numerous issues were identified and will be 
forwarded in a summary report to the JSP Oversight Committee within the next few weeks. 
(2)  IMYM funding for JSP through an assessment increase:  Brenda Chung continues to feel 
this is not the time to make such a big change when such issues of management and 
operations are on the table but will not stand in the way.  

In conclusion, we support efforts of all concerned in this issue to continue to seek healing. In 
addition, anyone with further concerns about JSP is invited to communicate with a member of 
Ministry and Counsel, in person or by e-mail.          

Meredith Little, clerk   

IMYM 06.24   The above Ministry and Counsel Report was accepted. 

   

IMYM 06.25   The Ministry and Counsel Report was approved to stand as a minute of 
IMYM’s discussion of concerns that Logan Monthly Meeting brought before us.

  

Increase in Assessments    

IMYM 06.26    IMYM approved an increase in assessment to $45 per member. 

  

Budget 
See again Attachment #10, p. 37.   

IMYM 06.27   IMYM approved the 2007 budget as presented yesterday.

  

Watching Committee: Draft Epistle of Intermountain Yearly Meeting 
Cindy Yurth read the draft of the Epistle, asking Friends to suggest changes and additions before the 
final version will be brought back later in the day.   

Spiritual Formation Program   

Proposed Minute for a Pilot Spiritual Formation Program  

The Yearly Meeting asks the Spiritual Formation Group to serve as an ad hoc yearly 
meeting committee to develop and implement a pilot spiritual formation program over the 
coming two years. This program will seek to feed the spiritual hunger of individuals, 
meetings and worship groups, increase knowledge of and identification with Quaker 
experience in the wider world, and support inter-visitation among our various meeting and 
worship groups.  
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The Group will report to the Executive Committee and annual sessions. The membership 
will develop according to interest and need. The Group will choose its own clerk.  
Furthermore, the Yearly Meeting allocates for the coming year an allowance of $1,000 so 
that the Group can meet those program expenses (including communication, printed 
materials, and travel) that cannot be met by the participating meetings and worship 
groups.  
Present membership of the Spiritual Formation Group: 
Andy Bardwell (Mountain View), Kitty Ufford-Chase (Pima), Wyn Lewis (Santa Fe), 
Bruce Thron-Weber (Mountain View), Charlene Weir (Salt Lake).    

IMYM 06.28   The Minute from the ad hoc committee regarding a Pilot Spiritual 
Formation Program was accepted.

   

IMYM 06.29   IMYM approves establishing an ad hoc  committee to create a Spiritual 
Formation Program for Meetings and individuals who would like to participate. The Yearly 
Meeting asks each member of the ad hoc committee to serve, if they are willing, and the committee 
will choose its clerk. If needed, $1,000 will be made available for this Program.

   

Minute on Border Concerns and Friends Committee on National Legislation 
from Gila Friends Meeting   

In an era of globalization, when goods and capital flow freely across national boundaries, 
often the movement of human beings is tragically exploitative. Immigrants across the globe 
risk their lives and family ties for low-paying jobs in foreign countries.   

Nowhere are the unresolved issues of immigration more costly than on the border between 
the United States and Mexico. Since 1995, more than 2600 people have died while trying to 
cross the deserts of America’s southwestern states. The annual death toll is rising.  

The causes of increasing immigration are complex, but for Friends the call to witness for 
humanitarian justice is clear. At a time when there is pending legislation in Congress on 
immigration reform, the Friends Committee on National Legislation is prepared to staff a 
position solely devoted to border and immigration issues.  

FCNL seeks expressions of commitment from Yearly Meetings in our region to sustain 
this work. Recognizing the longstanding involvement of Friends in movements such as the 
Underground Railroad and the Sanctuary Movement, Intermountain Yearly Meeting commits 
its spiritual and financial support to the FCNL in its new work on economic justice and 
immigration.    

IMYM 06.30   IMYM approves the above Minute from Gila Friends Meeting. 

   

After discussion regarding the appropriate level and methods of funding, the following minute 
was approved:   

IMYM 06.31   In adopting the Minute from Gila Friends Meeting in support of FCNL’s 
efforts towards a fair and just immigration policy, IMYM approves using $3,000 from our reserves 
to support the FCNL staff position for this work. Other Yearly Meetings  and our Monthly 
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Meetings will be strongly urged to contribute as they are able, sending such funds directly to 
FCNL earmarked for this lobbying position.

  
The Junior Young Friends Epistle  
Charlotte Blair, Eli Medvescek, and Alicia Robinson-Welch, with facilitator Mark Holdaway, 
presented the Epistle.  
See Attachment #19, p.54.  

IMYM 06.32   The Junior Young Friends Epistle was approved with thanks.

   

IMYM 06.33   IMYM minutes gratitude to Mark Holdaway for giving several years of 
service as facilitator of the Junior Young Friends program. 

  

The Senior Young Friends Epistle  
Risa Thron-Weber, on behalf of Senior Young Friends, requested from the body of Friends 
gathered a spontaneous and random offering of verbs, adverbs. nouns, and adjectives. From these, 
she chose words to insert into a prepared text, and then read the completed epistle after these 
responses were inserted. 
See Attachment #20, p.56.  

IMYM 06.34   The Senior Young Friends Epistle was accepted.

  

The Senior Young Friends Minute  
The Senior Young Friends presented a Minute drafted in 2005 regarding gender issues, for example 
regarding bathroom facilities at Ghost Ranch.  
See Attachment #21, p. 57.  

Migrant and Border Concerns Committee  
Tom Kowal first noted an addition to yesterday’s AFSC report: Bill and Genie Durland have 
received the Jack Gore Memorial Peace Award for lifetime achievement from the AFSC in Denver.   
Tom Kowal then presented the Migrant and Border Concerns Committee’s report that summarizes 
concerns over unjust immigration laws, seeking ways to oppose exploitation of those who migrate, 
and ways to witness and advocate for change.   
Friends were not in unity, however, that the entire statement and proposed minutes (as in Attachment 
#22) reflect the position of IMYM as a whole.  Co-Clerk Cynthia Smith suggested that the issues 
need further seasoning.   
See Attachment #22, p.58.  

The Meeting ended in silent worship. 
QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ  

Meeting for Worship to reflect upon the themes for this Yearly 
Meeting and our experiences here.  
Saturday, June 17, 2006, afternoon  
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QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ 

Meeting for Worship for Business: Session 5  
Saturday, June 17, 2006, evening   

Migrant and Border Concerns Committee 
See again Attachment #22, p.58  

IMYM 06.35   The Migrant and Border Concerns Committee report  was accepted as the 
account of their concerns. 

   

IMYM 06.36   IMYM approved the following:  the clerks will ask the Executive Committee 
to determine the best way for Monthly Meetings to season the issues raised in the Migrant and 
Border Concerns Committee Report.

   

Watching Committee presented The Epistle for the Annual Gathering 
Cindy Yurth read the revised (final) version of the Epistle of Intermountain Yearly Meeting 
See Attachment #23, p.60.  

IMYM 06.37   The Epistle for Intermountain Yearly Meeting 2006 was approved.

   

Ministry and Counsel Report 
Meredith Little, clerk, presented the following report:   

Ministry and Counsel met this week on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday at 6 – 7 
p.m. and from 1 – 4 p.m. on Friday. (A report on the latter has been provided separately.)  
Present and participating were Pelican Lee and David Henkel, NMR; Meredith Little, 
AHYM: Marilyn Hayes and Paula Van Dusen, CRM; Sarah Motz-Storey and Ian McEwen, 
SYF; Glen Trostle, UFF.   
After worship we discussed ideas to further intervisitation among the meetings and worship 
groups of IMYM. We propose the following: 
(1)  That IMYM ask the four regional meetings to identify persons with skills or gifts to 
share, who are willing to visit from time to time, and to send this list to the clerk of IMYM 
Ministry and Counsel (lmeredith1@qwest.net  -- that’s l(letter l) meredith1(number 
one)@.....)  
(2)  That IMYM ask the four regional meetings to identify meetings and worship groups 
which desire visitors or programs on certain subjects, and to send the list to the clerk of 
Ministry and Counsel.  
(3)  That the lists be posted on the IMYM website. 
For the coming year, we propose Meredith Little as clerk and David Henkel as clerk in 
training.  
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IMYM 06.38   The Ministry and Counsel report was accepted and the proposals included 

therein were approved. 

  
Announcements 
a)  Peace Crane War Memorial:  Vickie Aldrich thanked the children and others who made paper 
cranes for the Peace Crane War Memorial.  The display is available to be shown at events.  
b)  Pat Kutzner extended an invitation to Friends who wish to visit Cuba.  
c)  Doll Project: Linda Smoke reported that the dolls will be sent to hospices here and in Tanzania.  
More doll bodies will be needed for the project next year.   

Report from the Registrars 
Registrars Jonathan Cartland and Phyllis Hoge reported. Statistics are not yet complete but the 
estimate is that about 320 attended this year’s gathering.  The registrars noted that volunteers always 
turned up when needed and that difficulties with forms, names, and documentation were overcome.    

IMYM 06.39  The Registrars’ reports were accepted.   

Faith and Practice 
Gusten Lutter pointed out that this edition has some errors, e.g. the Index is 2 pages off.  He 
requests that errors of fact be corrected and posted on the website.   

Support Team for Joe Volk 
DeAnne Butterfield and Bob Pearson presented Joe Volk with the book, Georgia O’Keeffe and 
New Mexico and thanked him for his participation in the Yearly Meeting.   

Annette Kowal expressed thanks to Cynthia Smith for her wonderful work as Co-Clerk for the past 
three years.   

We adjourned unceremoniously in anticipation of the excitement of the talent show to follow.    

QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ  

Concluding Meeting for Worship 
Sunday, June 18, 2006, morning    

Friends gathered for the concluding meeting for worship, with gratitude for the time together and for 
the spirit present at the gathering   

  

Attachment 1    

List of Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups 
June 14, 2006 
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Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting 

o Flagstaff Monthly Meeting 
o Phoenix Monthly Meeting 
o Pima Monthly Meeting 

 
Cascabel Worship Group 

 
Cochise Worship Group 

o Tempe Monthly Meeting  

 

Colorado Regional Meeting 
o Boulder Monthly Meeting 

 

Roaring Fork Worship Group 
o Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting 

 

Buena Vista Worship Group  

o Fort Collins Monthly Meeting 

 

Rapid City, South Dakota Preparative Meeting 
o Mountain View Monthly Meeting 

 

Three Rivers Worship Group in Delta  

 

New Mexico Regional Meeting 
o Albuquerque Monthly Meeting 

 

Bonito Valley Worship Group (Lincoln, NW) 

 

Gallup Worship Group 

 

Socorro Worship Group 
o Durango Monthly Meeting 

 

Mancos Valley Worship Group 
o El Paso Monthly Meeting 
o Gila Monthly Meeting 
o Las Cruces Monthly Meeting 

 

Southeast New Mexico Allowed Meeting for Worship (Carlsbad) 
o Santa Fe Monthly Meeting 

 

Clearlight Worship Group 

 

Las Vegas Worship Group 

 

Los Alamos Worship Group  

 

Utah Friends Fellowship 
o Logan Monthly Meeting 
o Moab Monthly Meeting 
o Salt Lake Monthly Meeting  
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Attachment 2  

The State of the Religious Society since June 2005 
For Intermountain Yearly Meeting, June 14-18, 2006  

“Has the Truth prospered among Friends since last yearly meeting 
and are Friends in peace and unity?”     

The theme for this yearly meeting is “The Force of Truth and the Power of Love.”  As the 
reports came in from 16 monthly meetings and two worship groups it was useful to look for this 
theme.  The State of the Society reports from each meeting contain an amazing amount of detail 
about their actions.  Meetings also reported support given to individuals as they followed the leadings 
of the Spirit.  Meetings sought to move toward a place of greater love, greater clarity, and greater 
strength in the face of adversity.  The reports contain inspiration for all of us as we read them.  It is 
helpful to see how other meetings are creatively facing obstacles that are familiar to many of us.  It is 
helpful to know how meetings differ from each other.  Take time to read the reports that each 
meeting carefully prepared.  

The State of our Society is greatly affected by the world around us.  Four meetings described 
the situation many of us perceive.  Boulder, “Boulder Friends were sorely tested this year, as have all 
those committed to walking in the light of love, justice, and peace.  The war in Iraq and the death of 
Tom Fox; concern over the treatment of immigrants to the US, whether legally documented or not; 
dismay at our government’s violation of both human rights (as in the case of torture) and our own 
nation’s laws (as in the illegal wire-taping of anyone deemed a threat to national security); the Gulf 
Coast catastrophe and concern for the fate of those left homeless by it; the genocide in Darfur – all of 
these issues worked on our spirits.”  Colorado Springs, “Being Quakers in Colorado Springs means 
being a Light in the Wilderness.  We live where the marriage between militarism, empire-building 
and the Christian Right is celebrated every day, so we feel we have a spiritual responsibility to reach 
out in witness to our Quaker testimonies.”  Pima, “Although we continue to reel under the shock of 
the actions of our government both at home and abroad, Pima Monthly Meeting searches for, and 
finds, meaningful actions to witness and to support one another both spiritually and physically.  Gila, 
“We are concerned about a number of local children not having enough to eat.  Food is sent home 
with them in back packs for the weekend when they might not otherwise have food.”   

So how are the meetings doing in the context of these challenges?  Many meetings reported 
an upsurge of determination and activity.  Durango, “For Durango Friends, this was a year of vitality, 
with fresh spiritual discovery, new people, the study of Faith and Practice, a marriage to care for, 
bible studies, a retreat examining our Quakerism, and warm, precious community.  The process of 
discerning how to use our financial resources has been valuable.  We are blessed with the opportunity 
to give.  Financial matters are considered an important form of Quaker witness as we weigh the 
values of good stewardship, simplicity, and generosity.”  Fort Collins, “Our meeting has grown in the 
Spirit with a number of new attenders and members.”  Tempe, “The Spirit leads us toward greater 
consciousness of community both in moments of Light and challenging opportunities.  In a process 
of reinforcing the fine, uneven, sometimes delicate threads that bring us together, we seek ways to 
encourage more of us to step forward, to share and contribute from each of our unique gifts.  All of 
us are spread thin with commitments, whether to jobs, elderly parents, children, and family outside 
the circle of Friends, or all of these, complicated by dispersed community.”  Phoenix, “In general, the 
health and well being of the meeting would appear to be on the upswing – somewhat better 
organized, more participation at both meeting for worship and on committees, a greater number of 
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attenders coming on a weekly basis, more participation in Half Yearly Meeting, a steady involvement 
in discussions and activities.  Mountain View, “The main attention of Mountain View Meeting for 
the last year has focused on the evolution and deepening of our Meeting’s vision of itself…As we 
come around under another budget cycle, we again find ourselves striving to translate whatever 
vision we have perceived during this intense investigation into budgetary plans.”  

What did meetings say of their grounding?  Mountain View again, “While we have enjoyed 
embarking on this exhilarating journey together, the heart of our existence continues to lie in our 
weekly meetings for worship.”  Santa Fe, “The meeting continues to be a spiritual resource for us as 
we encounter a world that offers many challenges to our faith.”   Pima, “We have had some success 
in urging greater familiarity with the traditions of Quakerism…We are regularly refreshed both in 
worship and other official capacities and by personal relationships beyond the meeting by the tender 
regard Friends hold for one another.”  Albuquerque, “As we devote ourselves to the source of love, 
compassion and wisdom, we are enriched and sustained weekly by messages, spoken or not, during 
meeting for worship.  We believe our meeting to be a source of light to ourselves and to the world 
around us.  Despite its shortcomings, we struggle towards acceptance of its goodness, and towards 
the truth that we are good for our meeting and it is good for us.”   

Meetings also found grounding through conflict.  Pima: “We have also dealt with 
interpersonal conflict, grief, and family issues with commendable resolutions both in clearness 
committees and in other efforts at mutual respect and understanding.  Without conflict there can be 
no diversity and we encourage the give and take of varied opinions and challenges.”  Santa Fe, 
“Many friends feel we are coming to trust each other more.  We are braver in voicing our differences 
and have more active discussion when we disagree.”   Las Cruces, “After a conflict in meeting we 
worked on and approved the following minute: ‘As Quakers we live in the Spirit, and witness the 
message of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, fidelity, gentleness and self-control 
(Galatians 5:22,23.)  We hold these qualities dear and hold ourselves responsible for remaining in the 
Light.  These qualities are with us as we sit in meeting for worship, open to the leadings of the Spirit 
in ourselves and each other, and as we support each other in our seeking.’”    

Refer to the individual meeting reports for the details of specific actions taken to address 
political concerns, to foster and care for the life of the meeting, and to provide for the care of 
members and those in the surrounding communities.   Meetings vary considerably in their facilities 
and plans for meeting house construction or care.  

Most meetings report much action carried out by their committees.  On one hand there is the 
work that meetings do through their own committees.  On the other hand most meetings report 
working in coalition with other local groups working for social justice.  Meetings participated in 
coalitions, local and national, Quaker and non-Quaker.  Still another type of action was meeting 
support of individuals who serve in positions of responsibility within regional, national and 
international Quaker organizations.  Meetings sought to strengthen the connections with the wider 
Quaker world.  Boulder has a $5000 scholarship budget for this purpose.   Fort Collins, “It is this 
willing service of our members and attenders that keeps our meeting spiritually connected to Friends 
and communities outside our monthly meeting.”   

It’s been a good year by most accounts.   All meetings mention areas where improvement is 
sought.  Many meetings have challenges of being small, others have the challenges of being large.  
Moab, “One of our families moved away this year, so we are restructuring our First Day school to 
accommodate the reduced number of children and teachers and the wide age range of our young 
people.  We are taking intergenerational hikes and exploring other activities to find different ways for 
the varying ages to interact.”  Mountain View, “The Children And the Life of the Meeting (CALM) 
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committee continues to devote love and energy to the spiritual lives and religious education of the 
children in the meeting.  CALM is blessed with the energy of over 20 adults and the participation of 
15 to 30 children.  In addition, the committee is working on the interface of adult spirituality with 
that of the children, the integration of CALM more fully into the meeting, and responsiveness to the 
concerns of parents.”        

On the yearly meeting level, the State of the Society also seems robust.  Financial support for 
the yearly meeting’s work was sufficient this year.  Much of the budget goes for travel as we support 
Friend’s service to national Quaker organizations so that our voice will be heard.  Our support of the 
IMYM-AFSC Joint Service Project continues at a level of nearly half of the yearly meeting budget.  
The Joint Service Project expanded its programs this past year to include work projects in devastated 
areas of the Gulf Coast region.   

The yearly meeting seems now to be more grounded in love and kindness and the ability of 
Friends to work together to make things happen well for the annual gathering.  Our concerns for 
border issues are being heard on a national level.  We continue to try to discern, on the yearly 
meeting level, appropriate ways to give voice to our concerns.  The draft of the IMYM Faith and 
Practice has been printed and will be distributed this week for its year of seasoning by use. 

On the whole, we have been blessed by another year in which we could watch the power of 
love at work among us.  We shared truth and love as widely as we could manage.  Among us there is 
a great deal of peace and unity.  Out in the world there is still much work to be done as we try to stay 
grounded in truth, love, and the Source of our compassion and wisdom.  

On behalf of Intermountain Yearly Meeting, Rebecca Henderson, Co-Clerk.      
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Attachment 3   

Epistle from the World Gathering of Young Friends, 2005   

Greetings from the World Gathering of Young Friends 2005. 226 Friends gathered together in 
Lancaster University, United Kingdom, from 16 – 24 August, 2005. Our theme was “I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Now, what fruit shall we bear?” taken from John 15; and William Penn’s 
challenge “Let us then try what love will do.” Among us, 58 Yearly Meetings and 9 monthly 
meetings and regional groups were represented, with speakers of more than twenty different 
languages. We were called to be gathered together at the place where our Quaker movement first 
bore fruit, the heart of 1652 country. We returned to our shared roots, to the birthplace of our 
collective spiritual identities. Through climbing Pendle Hill as a community, to live out George Fox’s 
vision of a great people gathered together, we found a unity with the place and one another, among 
the bright green hills, surrounded by grazing sheep.    

We felt great joy in being together and many Friends gave thanks for being here. However, 
our hearts were filled with sadness too.  In the hall where we met there were many empty chairs, and 
we were always aware of those Friends who could not join us here in Lancaster. Many were absent 
because they were denied visas, others because they found when the time came that they could not 
join us after all. Their loss is our loss as well, for without their presence we could not feel their truth 
reflected in their words, their experiences, their faces and their smiles. However we could feel their 
presence in our hearts. We have selected 2 representatives from each region to go to a post-WGYF 
gathering in Kenya to share with these brothers and sisters the Love and Spirit that we felt in this 
gathering.   

Twenty years have passed since the last World Gathering of Young Friends, held in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, USA. To what purpose were we summoned once more?   

Here we tried each others’ forms of worship, silent and programmed, songs in many different 
languages, scriptural readings, hand holding. We were open, amazed, stretched and blessed. We 
learned that the great presence in our lives can be called by many names, Jesus, Christ, God, Inner 
light, Spirit, Love or many others. Ultimately, through listening to the Spirit that moved us, not the 
words in which we expressed our movement, we strived to become one organism, one body made up 
of many different parts (1 Corinthians 12:13). We were united not so much in the expression of our 
faith as in our common desire to be unified and by the power of the Spirit amongst us during those 9 
days. We were challenged to put aside the labels we hide behind, programmed, unprogrammed, 
liberal, evangelical, and come together as Friends of the Truth, seeking together for the common truth 
behind our language. We have not finished this process. We are only at the beginning of a long path, 
but the love and joy we have felt in being in this place together have allowed us to come this far, and 
we pray that they will lead us further yet.   

The time here has been a chance to reflect on our lives. We have been challenged to recognize 
ourselves as God’s children, and respond in willing devotion. The love we have found here is not for 
us to own but to share. We desire to show our love by doing good and avoiding harm to all people 
and to all the Earth. We must let others see this love and know its source so that they may come to 
share it. 
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The Spirit present in our gathering summoned us to be a gathered people, and spoke through 

the many different people and cultures here to remind us of its glory, power and purpose. The Spirit 
is at work in all of us, and it is calling us not to judge one another’s forms of worship but to examine 
our own hearts, find our own calling. We are called to take what we have experienced here and give 
it back to our communities.   

Far away meetings now have faces, stories and friendships that make them real to us. Bridges 
have been built at our Gathering which we call on Friends everywhere to nurture and support. We 
will keep this contact alive through exchanges, more frequent gatherings and opportunities to work 
together. Through this contact we will give strength to each other and share our gifts. We must face 
the future challenges of the Religious Society of Friends together.   

Where we explored the theme of the vine and the branches we found that its fruits are born 
from love. We have experienced what Love and do in this Gathering; not let us try what it can do in 
the world.   



 

26

 
Attachment 4  

Report of the Continuing Committee Clerk 
to Intermountain Yearly Meeting 

June 2006   

I am pleased to report on the work of the Continuing Committee during the past year since 
our Yearly Meeting met at Ghost Ranch last June.  In January 2006 Continuing Committee 
representatives from Meetings across our region met in Denver along with Yearly Meeting officers, 
Clerks of Committees and others responsible for specific tasks at the Yearly Meeting gathering.  We 
heard reports and made some decisions regarding plans for this year’s gathering, and also heard and 
considered responses from the Meetings to queries sent out in the Fall letter.  

One concern that officers of the Yearly Meeting have been trying to address is how to 
strengthen communication within our IMYM, and especially to make sure that minutes and concerns 
coming from the local Meetings are really heard and responded to by the Yearly Meeting.  This year 
we integrated responses from the Fall Queries into the work of the January Continuing Committee.  
For a portion of one meeting we divided ourselves into three task groups, one for each query.  (The 
three queries dealt with decision making at the yearly meeting level, interest in intervisitation within 
and beyond our yearly meeting, and yearly meeting finances.)  Each group heard all the responses 
from the meetings and then brought a summary back to the whole group when we reconvened.  In 
this way input from the meetings was available to us as we made our recommendations for the yearly 
meeting to consider this week.   

Input from the query about finances, the AFSC/.IMYM Joint Service Project and increasing 
assessments will be presented subsequently.  Input about Intervisitation and the Brinton Visitor 
Program has gone to Ministry and Counsel.  Input about decision making has gone to the Faith and 
Practice committee.   

It is encouraging to have found a good pathway for opinions from Meetings to find their way 
into the deliberation of the Continuing Committee.   

Continuing Committee made several decisions: 

 

For two early days workshops to be jointly sponsored by IMYM and Ghost Ranch this year, 
we agreed to honor both IMYM’s tradition of not charging for workshops at Yearly Meeting 
and Ghost Ranch’s practice of providing an honorarium to presenters, by approving a 
payment of $5 per IMYM participant from the annual gathering budget, not by a direct charge 
to the participant.  

 

We noted that attenders to the annual gathering who have special needs have sometimes not 
had those needs well responded to, and recommended that local Meetings assist with 
identifying and meeting those needs. 

 

We noted the need for ongoing education of Continuing Committee members about the 
important role they play in reporting to and from their Monthly Meeting. 

 

We approved a proposed plan from the Faith and Practice Committee for the distribution and 
consideration during the coming year of its Faith and Practice Draft for Seasoning.  

 

We approved an adjustment in rates charged for the annual gathering to meet an overall 
increase of 11%, and a recommendation that the Yearly Meeting increase the assessment to 
provide support for the Joint Service Projects.    
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We also gave consideration at our January meeting and asked for further Monthly Meeting 

seasoning before our June meeting regarding three proposals for the Yearly Meeting, census (annual 
instead of every two years) from our Monthly Meetings, a second to consider affiliation with Quaker 
Earthcare Witness, and another to adopt a Yearly Meeting program for Spiritual Formation to take 
place in regional and monthly meetings and to encourage visitation within the Yearly Meeting.  
Three additional matters came to the Continuing Committee in minutes from Monthly Meetings – A 
request that the Yearly Meeting consider affiliation with Friends General Conference, a minute 
asking that the Yearly Meeting commit its spiritual and financial support to a proposal for a Quaker 
Lobbyist working for the Friends Committee on National Legislation on border and immigration 
concerns, and a call for nuclear disarmament.  The Continuing Committee has approved minutes for 
the consideration of the Meeting for Business related to each of these six matters.  

I would like to give assurance to our Monthly Meetings and to individual members of the 
Yearly Meeting that the Continuing Committee members, appointed by their Monthly Meetings, give 
careful attention to their work, seeking unity and the guidance of the Spirit in our meetings, with 
special attention to the need for patient and prayerful waiting so that actions by the Yearly Meeting 
will have received thoughtful consideration by all the Monthly Meetings and that all have had a 
chance to be part of the process.  Communication is a challenge for our far-flung and diverse set of 
Meetings, and the Continuing Committee is one of our main channels for keeping that flow of 
communication going in all directions.  The still-developing website, and the new draft Faith and 
Practice now wondrously in our hands for study and use, are both important new tools in this process 
which we still need to learn how to use effectively.  

The warm spiritual fellowship and vibrant vehicle for connecting with the larger body of 
Friends which is our Yearly Meeting continues to rely on the wise guidance, hard work and careful 
listening to the Spirit of many Friends.  May we remember to voice our loving thanks for each of 
these bearers of God’s light among us.   

Eric Wright 
Clerk of Continuing Committee 

June 15, 2006    
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Attachment 5    

Report to Intermountain Yearly Meeting 
Faith and Practice Committee: June 15, 2006  

Members of the Committee at the rise of Yearly Meeting, 2006  

Phyllis Hoge, Albuquerque 
Leslie Stephens, Boulder 
Ginger Morgan, Colorado Springs 
Gusten Lutter, Mountain View 
Martha Roberts, Mountain View 
Phil Brewster, Salt Lake 
Roland Pool, Santa Fe 
Diane LeResche, Santa Fe 
Doris Tyldesley, Tempe 
LaDonna Wallen, Tempe 
Kathi Sutton, Recording Clerk 
Jim Coates  

The Faith and Practice Committee is pleased to present to the Yearly Meeting The Draft Faith and 
Practice of Intermountain Yearly Meeting.  This draft is 159 pages in length and is based on the 
Faith and Practice of North Pacific Yearly Meeting, 1973, with a number of changes and 
additions. Friends are asked to study and use this draft over the next year, actively seasoning its 
contents, how well it represents IMYM, and its usefulness in guiding the practice in your meeting.  
At the completion of a year of seasoning, comments and suggestions will be collected over a 6 month 
period (July 2007 to January 2008). Members of the Faith and Practice Committee will help guide 
this seasoning process by visiting nearby monthly meetings and worship groups. If your meeting 
does not have a representative, we urge you to appoint one to help with the seasoning effort. The 
Committee will meet again in January 2008 to determine what revisions are needed before the Faith 
and Practice can be published. 
Distribution of the copies of the draft will take place in the Bookstore area. One person from each 
monthly meeting is asked to take back the copies for their group. Every monthly meeting will receive 
one unbound copy of the document to allow easy reproduction of additional copies. Monthly 
meetings are urged to be sure that copies are distributed to worship groups under their care and that 
assistance is provided in the seasoning process. 
Printing 300 copies of The Faith and Practice of Intermountain Yearly Meeting has cost $2,025. 
This allows 15 copies for each large meeting, and 10 copies for each smaller meeting. Additional 
copies will be distributed to the officers of the Yearly Meeting and to Faith and Practice members 
and former members. 
The Committee would very much like to thank Polly Kmetz, of Phoenix Monthly Meeting, for her 
invaluable editorial work. The draft would not have been completed without her service to the Yearly 
Meeting. 
The Committee recommends Jim Coates to serve as clerk of the Committee for the next three years, 
as the current clerk’s term expires at the rise of this meeting. 
Respectfully submitted, Claire O. Leonard, clerk.  
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Attachment 6   
1.    IMYM/AFSC JOINT SERVICE PROJECT 
2.  IYM/AFSC 

 
3.    Joint Service Project

 
4.             FY06 FY06 Katrina       FY07 
5,  Income   FY03      FY04 FY05      proposed     Project            projection

 
6.   AFSC – CR    8,897       7,200 4,332       7,200  0      7,200  

7.   AFSC – PMR    7,200       7,200 7,200       7,200  0      7,200 

8.   AFSC – PSWR    6,000       6,000 6,000       6,000  0      6,000 

9.   IMYM – General Funds 10,992     10,000       18,974     18,000  0    23,670 

10. Monthly Meetings   3,474       1,850 3,150       4,295         700      3,000 

11  Individuals    9,835     13,879 6,049       2,950    10,300      1,000 

12  Fees/Svc Income  25,611     27,700       16,410     25,000  0    26,000 

13  Merchandise Sales         0              0 4,638   0  0  0 

14  Scholarship Fund          0         0 1,217   0  0  0 

15  Grants            13,000  

16    Total Income  72,009     73,829       67,970     70,645    24,000    74,040  
17 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
18 
19  Expenses

 

20  Salaries/Benefits  39,920     41,256       42,925     44,905     44,905 

21  Van – Insurance    2,543       3,100    709       3,100       3,100 

22          – Maintenance   2,019       2,000  2,327       2,000                  2,000 

23          – Replacement Fund    3,200   0       3,425 

24  Program Supplies  15,032     15,000  8,872     15,000    24,000   15,000 

25  Staff – Travel    1,877       1,900  8,168       1,900       1,900 

26           – Phone      -419       1,120     423       1,120       1,120 

27     – Postage     1,669       1,200     396       1,200       1,200 

28    – Committee Mtgs     2,178       1,200     735       1,200       1,200 

29           – Copying        111          120     179          120          120 

30    – Office Supplies      246          100       36          100          100 

31 transfer to CRO for   

purchase of van   6,833       6,883       

32  Total Expenses  72,009      73,829 67,970    70,645    24,000   74,070
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Attachment 7  

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) 
IRELAND YEARLY MEETING 

Quaker House Dublin, Stocking Lane, Dublin 16 
Fax/Phone/Answering – 01 4956889 

e-mail – office@quakers-in-ireland.ie 
www.quakers-in-ireland.org

  

To Friends everywhere  

We send warm greetings from Ireland Yearly Meeting gathered in The High School, Dublin, from 
20th to 23rd April, 2006.   

Epistles from Yearly Meetings throughout the world have informed us of the blessings received in 
visits and communications from other Quakers. We would very much like to hear from more Yearly 
Meetings. We long to hear from you and of your progress in the truth we also seek.  

We welcomed representatives from other churches and other faiths to an opening ceremony for our 
new administrative offices in Dublin. The premises include a purpose built historical library for the 
safe keeping of manuscript and printed records which themselves can serve as part of outreach in the 
present time. The year has also seen the completion of a Quaker conference centre at Moyallon in 
Northern Ireland.   

Much of the business of this Yearly Meeting has concentrated on the consideration, begun in 1998, of 
a successor to the 1962 printing of our book Christian Experience. Our deliberations showed Ireland 
Yearly Meeting’s determination to see to what extent it would prove possible to produce a new book 
that would truly express our positions in the journey of faith – but not compromise faith as it is 
presented in the Bible. We should not settle for or be satisfied with comfort zones prompted by 
personal opinion only. Hallowed religious language embodies, for some, religious truth and should 
not be readily disposed of for doubtful novelties. It must be recognized that the living truth will forge 
a way to inform our lives. Faith must rewrite our lives and not our lives rewrite our faith, and we 
need not compromise true insights.  

Forthright exchanges on cruxes of belief important to Friends led to appeals that we should take 
stand-aside positions that would let other Friends honestly define the place they stand – rather than 
insisting on the deletion of writings that do not command universal acceptance within our Society. 
We were reminded of the wide spectrum of traditions and views held within Ireland Yearly Meeting, 
that rich diversity is God-given and can be Ireland’s gift to the wider world of Quakers as a sign that 
different views can exist within a fellowship of love under the governance of the spirit of Christ.  

The question whether to include or not any reference to homosexuality in the new proposed book has 
been a matter of deep concern. The contemporary world gives sexual gratification and fulfilment a 
central position. It was felt that undue emphasis on such themes might unbalance consideration of the 
wider corporate concerns of the Yearly Meeting. There can be no ministry to others on the need for 
God’s healing grace if we cannot communicate openly and lovingly with those whose views and 

http://www.quakers-in-ireland.org
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lifestyles may differ from those that we as individuals find or believe to be acceptable. Instead of 
judging each other, we should leave judgment to God.   

At the heart of Ireland Yearly Meeting is the Ministry and Oversight Meeting, where Elders and 
Overseers share in a public way with the wider membership. It focused on the consideration of the 
meaning embodied in certain Queries. A sense of renewing insight emerged, that we seek to be open 
to and obedient to the life of Jesus Christ within. We are part of the rich web of humanity implicated 
in the banality of evil, but yet can pray for the building up of the church in faith, hope and love and to 
bring all the world under the ordering of the gospel of love and peace, to proclaim Christ’s message 
and to seek his leadings.  

Our Friend Helen M S Haughton in the Yearly Meeting Public Lecture gave us an account of her 
spiritual journey and the impact of the Book of Ecclesiastes, of the Gospels and of George Fox on her 
life and work.  

We heard from Barbara Flynn of Pacific Yearly Meeting of the work of Friends in Bolivia where the 
large Quaker community and other people are being helped by Irish Friends and many others in 
improving their health and welfare by the provision of a hospital, together with education and 
agricultural services.  

We have been blessed by the presence of many young people, children and young adults. The 
children enjoyed a programme of reflective and athletic activities. The young adults have made a 
notable contribution to our sessions. We thank God for their bright presence and the feeling of 
assurance that it gives us for the future of our Society.  

We look forward to welcoming the Triennial Meeting of Friends World Committee for Consultation 
in Dublin in 2007.   

Signed on behalf of Ireland Yearly Meeting,   

Rachel M Bewley-Bateman 
Clerk 
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Attachment 8   

Intermountain Yearly Meeting 
Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) 

2005 Annual Gathering Statement 
Final Income Report, May 2006  

                                          Budget 
REVENUE                                   Annual  

        Gross Revenues                   $  80,618.50  
  Scholarship from Gen’l Budget    $   1,700.00 

        Refunds                          $  (4,227.50  

NET REVENUE                                                      $  78,091.00

  

        Restricted Contrib. 
                JSP                      $   2,009.50 
                Scholarship              $   1,820.50  

                                                     
EXPENSES 
        Event Insurance                  $     450.00 
        Site Visit                       $     100.00 
        Registrar's Costs                $     255.00 
        Misc Charge (Fees,Minor Reimb)   $      19.50 
                                                      $    824.50   

  JSP contributions payment                     $  2,009.50  

        Day Care Services                $     600.00 
        Speaker Expenses                 $   2,210.49 
        SYF                              
        JYF                              $      91.74 
        Children's YM                    $      86.40 
                                                      $  2,988.63  

        Ghost Ranch Expenses 
          Housing                        $  61,728.13 
          Camping                        $   2,846.00 
          Meals                          $   5,378.50 
          RVs                             
          JYF Program                    $   1,500.00 
          Grade School Program           $   1,300.00 
          SYF Ropes                      $     250.00 
          Misc                           $     250.00  

                                                      $ 73,252.63  

TOTAL EXPENSES                                                   $  79,075.26

  

SURPLUS/DEFECIT                                                 $    (984.26)
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting: Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) 

Dec 2005 Financial Statement   (2-May-06) 
2005            Budget  YTD        Variance 

REVENUE      Actual 2005                    
        General Assessment $37,950.00 $34,050.00 $ (3,900.00) 
        Contributions $  1,200.00       $     199.00 $ (1,001.00) 
        JSP Contributions   $  2,000.00 $  8,756.00 $  6,756.00     

Other Restricted Contrib.   
  African Great lakes Initiative  $     410.00 $     410.00 (1) 

     Brinton Visitor  $       75.00 $       75.00 
     World Gathering of Young Friends $  3,597.00 $  3,597.00  

Interest Income   $    100.00 $       56.00 $      (44.00)            

TOTAL REVENUE $41,250.00 $47,142.00 $   5,892.00  

EXPENSES   
General Admin/Officer Exp $ 5,000.00 $  1,920.00 $   3,080.00   
Support Contributions 

          Friends Bulletin $  4,000.00 $  4,000.00             -- 
          AFSC/IMYM JSP $12,000.00 $17,795.00 $  (5,795.00)   

Travel Support   
          AFSC Board $  1,540.00 $  1,372.00 $      168.00 
        FCNL Representatives $  1,500.00 $     519.00 $  981.00      
          FWCC Representatives $  1,500.00 $  1,626.00 $     (126.00) 
          Friends Bulletin $  1,250.00 $     545.00 $      705.00  

   Peace Team $     860.00 $     588.00 $      272.00 
       

   H. Sein Fund $     500.00  $     390.00 $      110.00 
        Executive Committee $  1,800.00        $  3,339.00 $  (1,539.00) 
          Continuing Committee $  2,000.00 $     423.00 $   1,577.00   
        Faith and Practice $  2,600.00                  $  2,690.00 $       (90.00)      

  $11,491.00 (2) 
  AGLI Travel Support  $     410.00 $      (410.00)  
  WGYF Travel  $  3,597.00 $   (3,597.00)  (3)    

Committee Support 
          Faith and Practice $     500.00       -- $        500.00         
          Nominating Committee $     500.00       -- $        500.00   

General Reserve Increase $  1,700.00 $  1,700.00 $        --  
Quaker Youth Pilgrimage $     300.00 $     300.00 $        --  
Brinton Visitor Reserve         -- $       75.00 $         (75.00)  
FWCC Triennial Reps $  1,500.00 $  1,500.00 $        --  
FWCC Triennial Support $     500.00 $     500.00 $        --  
Scholarship $  1,700.00 $  1,700.00 $        --  

TOTAL EXPENSES $41,250.00 $44,987.00 $  (3,737.00)   

SURPLUS/DEFICIT  $  2,155.00    

(1) $128.00 of which paid for Ann. Gath. Reg. For Cecile Nyiramana 
(2) Subtotal committee Travel  $13,550.00 budgeted 
(3) $5,790.00 total, $2,194.00 transferred from Shaw fund 
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InterMountain Yearly Meeting 

Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) 
Dec 2005 Statement of Assets 

2-May-2006  

                          31 Dec 2004                   31 Dec 2005

 
Assets

  

        Cash               $29,783.72                   $32,311.39 
        Investment         $ 1,000.00                   $ 1,000.00  

Total                                 $30,783.72                   $33,311.39  

Liabilities

  

Tim Shaw Fund              $ 2,259.00                   $    65.50 ($2,193.50 
WGYF) 
Quaker Youth Pilgrimage    $ 1,500.00                   $ 1,800.00 
FWCC Triennial Reps        $ 3,000.00                   $ 4,500.00 
FWCC Triennial Support     $ 1,000.00                   $ 1,500.00  

Brinton Visitor            $   335.00                   $   410.00 
Scholarship Fund           $   904.00                   $     --   

Annual Gathering Surplus   $ 2,666.00                   $  (984.26)    

Total Liabilities                     $11,664.00                   $ 8,275.50  

Annual Gathering Deficit                                                (984.26)  

Net Assets                            $19,119.72                   $24,051.63
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InterMountain Yearly Meeting 

Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) 
June 2006 Financial Statement:   10-Jun-06         

       YTD         
     Actual 

    2006        Budget         2006     Variance 
REVENUE  

General Assessment  $  35,280.00  $  26,827.50  $     (8,452.50)  
Contributions   $    1,200.00  $    2,437.00  $         237.00  
JSP Contributions  $    7,000.00  $    3,840.50  $     (3,159.50)  
Other Restricted Contrib. $ -  $ -  $ -  
Interest Income  $       100.00  $ 22.69  $          (77.31)  

TOTAL REVENUE

  

$  45,580.00

  

$32,127.69

  

$ (11,452.31)

  

EXPENSES   

Gen’l Admin/Officer Exp $    5,000.00  $       531.98  $     4,468.02  
Support Contributions   
    Friends Bulletin  $    4,000.00  $ -  $     4,000.00  
    AFSC/IMYM JSP  $  12,000.00  $     3,554.00  $     8,446.00   

Travel Support  
   AFSC Board   $    1,540.00  $ -  $     1,540.00  
   FCNL Representatives $    1,500.00  $    1,096.92  $        403.08  
   FWCC Representatives $    2,500.00  $       972.80  $     1,527.20  
   Friends Bulletin  $    1,250.00  $       488.50  $        761.50  
   Peace Team   $       860.00  $       258.40  $        601.60   

   H. Sein Fund  $       500.00  $ -  $        500.00  
   Executive Committee $    1,800.00  $       368.50  $     1,431.50  
   Continuing Committee $    2,000.00  $    1,111.20  $        888.80  
   Faith & Practice  $    2,600.00  $    1,176.46  $     1,423.54   

Committee Support  
   Faith & Practice   $       500.00  $ -  $        500.00  
   Nominating Comm.  $       500.00  $ -  $        500.00   

Quaker Youth Pilgrimage $       300.00  $       300.00  $ -  
Brinton Visitor Program $ -  $ -  $ -  
FWCC Triennial Reps $    1,500.00  $    1,500.00  $ -  
FWCC Triennial Support $       105.00  $       500.00  $      (395.00)  
Scholarship   $    1,700.00  $    1,700.00  $ -  

TOTAL EXPENSES

  

$   40,155.00 

 

$   13,558.76

  

$   26,596.24

  

SURPLUS/DEFICIT     $   18,568.93 
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           Attachment 9 

Finance Committee Report  

June 16, 2006  

The committee met on 6/13/06 and 6/15/06 in person at 2006 Yearly Meeting. Bob  
Schroeder (clerk), John Kretzmann (treasurer), Bob Dolphin, Rebecca Henderson, and Barb Stephens 
attended. 

The Finance Committee addressed the following issues.  

IMYM BUDGET: The current proposed IMYM Budget for 2007 follows last years guidelines by 
addressing mandated expenses and then leaving the rest for travel. We have increased Travel funding 
but Friends are asked to be careful in their travel arrangements. Please note that in 2005 we under 
spent the travel budget by $2,000.  The Budget assumes IMYM will increase member assessments 
from $35 to $45/member to fully fund IMYM share of the IMYM/AFSC JSP.   

RESERVES: Unrestricted reserves are above $20,000 so the annual $1,700 contribution to reserves 
will be suspended.  When IMYM Unrestricted reserves drop below $20,000 the annual unrestricted 
reserve contribution will be reinstated.  Just to reiterate our current practice: Reserves contains funds 
for unexpected expenses but also contains funds that are spent on either a non-yearly basis, such as 
FWCC triennial or are spent as needed, such as the Tim Shaw fund. These are designated reserve 
funds.  

ANNUAL GATHERING:  In 2005 we had a $1000 deficit compared to a $2000 Surplus in 2004. 
Rates for 2006 have been adjusted to eliminate this deficit and includes a Ghost Ranch (GR) rate 
increased 7% in 2006. GR rates will rise another 5% in 2007 and then increase with inflation. With 
the GR building program we expect Mesa housing to be replaced with more expensive units which 
may need to be reflected in rates in 2008 or 2009.  

SCHOLARSHIPS:  We’ve simplified the scholarship process with the Registrar accepting all 
scholarships approved by the monthly meetings and notifying the Finance Committee when the 
IMYM scholarships exceed $1700, so we can evaluate the financial impact. Please note that 
applicants (or their Monthly Meeting) for IMYM Scholarships are required to provide a letter from 
the applicants Monthly Meeting requesting the IMYM Scholarship. 

ADMINISTRATION SUPPORT:  We’ve broken out Admin and Bookkeeping Support under 
General Administration Expenses since they are significant portions of the budget.  These support 
functions are managed by the Continuing Committee Clerk and Treasurer respectively with the 
oversight of the Finance Committee.     

Bob Schroeder, Finance Clerk  
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Attachment 10 

Intermountain Yearly Meeting:  Budget  
Intermountain Yearly 
Meeting - Annual 
Gathering 2006         Proposed   

2005  $35/Memb  2006  2007   
 Actual   Budget    Difference    Budget    Budget  

 

INCOME         

Unrestricted          

1    General Assessment    34,050      37,950       (3,900)       35,280          45,360  

2    General Contributions         199        1,200       (1,001)         1,200             1,200  

3     Interest Income            56 

  

        100            (44)            200                635  
4 Total Unrestricted    34,305      39,250       (4,945)       36,680          47,195  

 

Designated           

5       IMYM Scholarship              1,500             1,000  

6       Misc       4,082          4,082      

7 JSP      8,756        2,000        6,756          7,000                     -  

8 Total Restricted    12,838        2,000      10,838          8,500             1,000  

9 TOTAL INCOME    47,143      41,250        5,893        45,180          48,195   

EXPENSES           

GENERAL ADMIN  /1          

10        Admin Support               - 

  

     2,250        2,250          2,250                750  

11        Bookkeeper               - 

  

     1,250        1,250          1,250             1,000  

12        Misc. (Insr, Copy, Stamps, etc)      1,920        1,500          (420)         1,525             1,525  

13    Total General Admin      1,920        5,000        3,080          5,025             3,275  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS          

14         Friends Bulletin      4,000        4,000                 -          4,000             4,000  

15         FWCC Travel Support /2               - 

  

              - 

  

              -          2,000                     -  

16        Joint Serv Proj -  Donation      7,795        2,000       (5,795)         7,000                     -  

17        Joint Serv Proj -  Assements    10,000      10,000                 -        10,000          23,670  

18   Total Contributions    21,795      16,000       (5,795)       23,000          27,670  

 

TRAVEL SUPPORT           

     IMYM Reps External Groups          

19          AFSC Corp      1,372        1,540           168          1,540             1,750  

20          FCNL Rep travel         519        1,500           981          1,500             2,100  

21          FWCC Reps  /3      1,626        1,500          (126)         2,500             1,700  

22          FWCC Triennial from Resrv.                   -               6,000  

23          Misc - WGYF & AGLI      4,007         (4,007)     

24         Friends Bulletin Board         545        1,250           705          1,250             1,400  

25         Friends Peace Teams/AGLI         588 

  

        860 

  

        272             860 

  

             500 

 

26     External Total      8,657        6,650       (2,007)         7,650          13,450  
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    IMYM Reps Internal Groups          

27          Mex City MM/H.Sein Fund         390           500           110             500                500  

28          Executive Committee      3,339        1,800       (1,539)         1,800             1,800  

29         Continuing Committee         423        2,000        1,577          2,000             2,000  

30         Faith and Practice      2,690 

  
     2,600 

  
         (90)

  
       2,600 

  
             500 

 
31         Internal Total      6,842        6,900              58          6,900             4,800  

32    Total Travel Costs    15,499      13,550       (1,949)       14,550          18,250  

            

COMMITTEE SUPPORT          

33         Faith and Practice               - 

  

        500           500             500                500  

34         Nominating Committee               - 

  

        500           500             500                500  

35   Total Committee Expenses               - 

  

     1,000        1,000          1,000             1,000  

 

ADDITION TO RESERVES          

36    FWCC Triennial      1,500        1,500                 -          1,500             1,500  

37    FWCC Travel Support  /3         500           500                 -             105                500  

38    Quaker Youth Pilgrimage         300           300                 -             300                300  

39   Tim Shaw Fund                   -      

40    Brinton Visitor            75 

    

         (75)     

41    Migrant/Border Donation                   -      

42    Non-committed      1,700        1,700                 -                   - 

  

                  -  

43 Total Addition to Reserves      4,075        4,000            (75)         1,905             2,300  

44 RESERVE WITHDRAWAL \4             (2,000)          (6,000)            

44 IMYM SCHOLARSHIPS      1,700        1,700            1,700             1,700             

45 TOTAL EXPENSES    44,989      41,250       (3,739)       45,180          48,195  

46 Net Increase (Decrease)      2,154                 - 

  

     2,154                   - 

  

                (0)            

Footnotes:          
/1

 

 2006 on includes $500/Yr  to host the IMYM web site.      
/2

 

 Travel Support for FWCC participants  
from developing countries. Transfer 
$2000 from Reserves to FWCC in 2006.         

/3

 

 Increased to from $1500 to $2500 for 
2006 (1 yr) to support 2 reps to 
Guatemala.         

/4

 

   2006 - FWCC Travel Support 2,000    
2007 - FWCC Triennial $6,000                            
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Attachment 11 

IMYM Nominating Committee 
6/16/2006 Report  

EXCERPT from the clearness process for IMYM Nominations (IMYM 03-08):  
The IMYM Nominating committee considers it important to establish a strong process for seasoning 
its nominees for service to the Yearly Meeting. The rightness of the relationship of one proposed to 
serve and the needs of the Yearly Meeting should consider a Friend’s spiritual growth and 
circumstances that might affect a Friend’s ability to serve.  

We, the IMYM Nominating Committee, appreciate all volunteers. In keeping with Friends’ Right 
Order, we ask that all matters related to Nominating Committee go through the IMYM Nominating 
Committee process. Please see any of the IMYM Nominating Committee members if you are 
interested in serving IMYM in any capacity.  

Another reminder:  IMYM Nominating Committee members are appointed from the Monthly 
Meetings.  Currently there are members from the following Monthly Meetings: Albuquerque, Santa 
Fe, Las Cruces, Gila, Durango, Socorro, Boulder, Denver, Tempe, Salt Lake City, Moab. We urge 
every MM to appoint a representative to the IMYM Nominating Committee.   

**Nominating Committee Clerk:  Charlene Weir, SLC MM 
**Continuing Committee Recording Clerk:  Phil Brewster, SLC MM 
**Operations Convener:  Jim Coates, Gila MM 
Representative to Board of Friends’ Bulletin:  Looking for volunteers 
Clerk:  In progress 
Recording Clerk:  In progress 
Registrars:  In progress 
Junior Young Friends (JYF):  In progress 
Children’s Yearly Meeting (CYM):  In progress  
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Attachment 12  

Epistle from World Gathering of Young Friends – Africa  

To all Friends Everywhere  

Greetings from the World Gathering of Young Friends – Africa. It has been nearly two months since 
the World Fathering of Young Friends held in Lancaster, in the United Kingdom. During this 
gathering, God led Young Friends around the world to work for a post gathering, to be held in Kenya, 
Africa for those Young Friends who could not make it to Lancaster, mainly due to visa-related 
difficulties.  

The WGYF – Africa was held in Kanamai, Mombasa in Kenya from 20th – 24th October 2005. Young 
Friends gathered together, both from around Africa and representatives from the regional groups that 
participated in the Lancaster gathering. These Friends were from 27 Yearly Meetings and 
communicated in five different languages though more than twenty languages were represented. The 
gathering in Kanamai shared the same theme with the gathering in Lancaster – “I am the vine, you 
are the branches. Now what fruit shall we bear?” (from John 15.)  

It was a collective idea of the WGYF in Lancaster that the representatives should take with them all 
the experience they witnessed and pass it on to Young Friends who participated in the WGYF – 
Africa. This WGYF – Africa was another great opportunity that brought joy to Young Friends who 
represented most of the Quaker Community and enabled us to exchange our different traditional 
backgrounds of faiths and practices, cultures and spiritual journeys. Our presence together helped 
heal the deep hurt that was felt at the denial of visas for the Lancaster gathering.  

During our time in Kenya we were able to visit various local attractions, and we were enriched by our 
wonderful surroundings. We worshipped and danced together, worked together in much valued 
workshops and heard three valuable talks by our guest speaker Dr. Esther Mombo. We also enjoyed 
regional and yearly meeting presentations and an exciting cultural night.  

Similarly to those who participated in the WGYF in Lancaster, Young Friends at WGYF – Africa felt 
that we had an opportunity to explore different interpretations of the theme as mentioned above. We 
believe this opportunity has revealed to us the diversity that exists among us, and it has challenged us 
to always recognize this diversity of religion and faith, not only among the Society of Friends, but 
among all people.   

Young Friends at this gathering also felt that the following were the challenges and opportunities that 
will help us grow in our faiths and practices in various ways:  

Experiencing different forms of worshipping among Friends was an opportunity for Young Friends 
to share, understand, and accept each other no matter how we relate to God. We believe this has led 
our minds to be more liberal on our faiths and practices, thus challenging us to always promote love 
and unity among Friends regardless of different traditional and faith backgrounds. Young Friends 
experienced what we believed to be Quaker Faith in action as we experienced the Love of God 
working through us in different ways. 
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We felt, however, that we are faced with some challenges. We had to think of how to question others 
without seeming challenging. We felt challenged to carry the theme of this gathering, along with our 
experiences here, to other Young Friends across the world. We find the world’s socio-economic & 
political barriers increase the weight of this challenge. Young Friends also found the leadership and 
structural conflicts among Friends in their different Meetings to be a great challenge facing the future 
of Quakers.   

We recognized that we have no right to judge each other, but leave judgment unto God. We call for 
love and unity among Friends worldwide as we are all branches of the one True Vine.    



 

42

 
Attachment 13  

Minute regarding Affiliation with Friends General Conference    

Pima Monthly Meeting requests that Intermountain Yearly Meeting consider affiliation with 
Friends General Conference, an organization well known for its enhancement to communication 
among Friends, as well as such programs as Traveling Ministries, Meeting House Fund, Quaker 
publications, Annual Gathering, etc.    

We understand that there are concerns about commitments to provide representatives to too 
many organizations, but feel that there would be many mutual benefits to affiliation with Friends 
General Conference. Currently, Friends in the West of the country are not affiliated with that 
organization, but a closer connection would provide opportunities for reciprocal sharing of interests.    

The background to the request at this time is as follows. During 2005, Arizona Half-Yearly 
Meeting has looked into the possibility of direct affiliation with FGC, although traditionally most 
FGC affiliated groups are Yearly Meetings. The Monthly Meetings in Arizona have explored and 
discussed the topic. However, at its Spring meeting in March, 2006, AHYM approved asking IMYM 
to pursue the affiliation, a course that would provide more strength and harmony for all.  Since 
AHYM is not a constituent “member” of the Yearly Meeting, our requests are coming directly from 
Monthly Meetings in Arizona. We understand that a similar proposal has been made in the past and 
not taken up, but we urge renewed consideration.    

Pima Meeting therefore requests that IMYM place the proposal on the agenda as soon as is 
feasible; perhaps it could be included in the Fall 2006 Queries to Monthly Meetings.       
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Attachment 14  

Epistle from Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends in Britain  
(Quakers) 

held at the University of York, 30 July – 6 August, 2005  

Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ 
Tel. 020 7663 1000   Fax: 010 7663 1001 
Web.  http://www.quaker.org.uk

   

To all Friends everywhere:  

Britain Yearly Meeting, old and young, has gathered across the campus of the University of York, 
from 30 July to 6 August 2005. We send you our loving greetings as we strive to live as a people of 
God.  

We come together not just to make decisions, but also to support one another, to be challenged, and 
to see each other’s faces – and what love and delight we experience when we connect in this way! 
Our sessions, plenary and in groups, formal and informal, are enlivened with laugher and music.  

There is also tension; sometimes we hurt each other through our actions, words, or attitudes. 
Acknowledging this hurt is the first step towards forgiveness. We must remember that we can be 
spoken to, and learn from, anybody within our community of Friends whatever form their ministry 
takes.  

God is neither the puppet master pulling our strings, nor the patriarch in the sky. God is at the centre 
of our time together, the life pumping through our arteries, the very ground of our being.  

As a people of God we are not just a collection of individuals, we are also a corporate Church. Our 
structures exist to offer us a clear framework allowing us creatively to nurture our community, 
deepen our worship, and support the interaction of our faith and witness.   

We have been considering structural changes within our Yearly Meeting. It is a difficult process and 
we continue to struggle with issues of trust, responsibility, and power in our organization. However, 
the exercise is useful as we deepen our understanding of the relationship between our structures, our 
testimonies, and the divine.  

We often search for comfort in our relationships with God, seeking a place for nourishment and 
security, healing and peace. But we may also experience discomfort, finding ourselves challenged to 
confront the truth in our hearts and to live and love in ways that are difficult and dangerous. These 
challenges are on our doorstep as well as in distant lands. All in the world is sacred; not only the 
things we find soothing and beautiful, but also those things which distress us.   

For several years our minutes and epistles to each other have urged us to act to limit the damage we 
inflict on our environment. Many Friends are working hard to address this, but there is far more to be 

http://www.quaker.org.uk
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done as Quaker witness. Our time truly is running out; we all need to make the difficult choices to 
make a real difference.  

We must remind ourselves constantly that all our testimonies are the daily expression of God in our 
lives. Being a people of God is rewarding – but we must also accept that it is costly. Are we prepared 
to pay the price?   

Signed in and on behalf of Britain Yearly Meeting,  

Peter J. Eccles,  
Clerk   
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Attachment 15   

From Young Adult Friends of IMYM, 2006  

June 16, 2006  

Members of Intermountain Yearly Meeting   

We, the Young Adult Friends (YAFs) of IMYM 2006, having decided to become a more 

organized entity, hope to be recognized by Yearly Meeting in the following ways:   

1. We request that three items be added to the IMYM registration materials:    

a.  A YAF call to IMYM,    

b.  A checkbox on the registration form indicating that the registrant      

identifies as a YAF (roughly age 22 – 35),     

c. A checkbox on the registration form indicating that the registrant would      

like to be housed with other YAFs at IMYM.  

2. We will send a Young Adult Friend representative to Continuing Committee starting 

in January 2007.    

The goal of our group is to create a sustainable community of young adults within the 

Meeting, providing opportunities for support and fellowship with one another. We intend to organize 

activities in which young adults may participate, such as shared meals, worship sharing, or a hike. 

Such activities will overlap as little as possible with both the adult meeting schedule and the Senior 

Young Friends schedule so that YAFs may participate as fully in those activities as they desire.  

We extend our sincerest thanks to past and present registrars and other Friends who have 

supported young adults both at IMYM and at their home meetings.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Andrew Banks, on behalf of the Young Adult Friends of IMYM 2006  
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Attachment 16  

Epistle from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting: 
Called Session on Climate Change 

Approved June 4, 2005   

To Friends everywhere, greetings from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, gathered in called session, 4 June 2005 in Philadelphia, to seek leading on the issue of 
climate change.   

The science of global warming is detailed, technical, and not without controversy. Nonetheless, we 
can see the evidence of the reality of climate change, we are aware of ways in which societies and 
individuals affect it, and we know options for political and personal decision making. This is not a 
matter to be left to scientists or to governments.  

In fact, it is a matter to which Friends are distinctly suited to speak. Our respect for individual and 
collective seeking of truth and right action gives us the responsibility to witness to our measure of 
truth, answer the truth in others, and seek together the rightly ordered way forward.  

Individual projects large and small are already underway, and several were raised up in our session, 
including: 

 

Renovation of Friends Center: Plans go well beyond necessary business updates, to 
responsibly address sustainability and environmental friendliness. Just as the stylistic 
simplicity of Quaker meetinghouses have borne solid testimony to our faith, the plans for 
concrete stewardship offer another opportunity for us to live our faith. 

 

FCNL witness: Friends Committee on National Legislation has been invaluable in keeping us 
informed and speaking for us in national political discourse. They have been responsive to our 
concerns on environmental issues. 

 

PYM Climate Action Network: Our Peace and Concerns Standing Committee has approved 
the concept of developing a network, composed of individuals named by Monthly Meetings, 
who would plan regional action and coordinate for activity throughout Yearly Meeting. 

 

Engaging Monthly Meetings in environmental concerns: On behalf of the Earthcare Working 
Group, clerk Ed Dreby issued a call to Monthly Meetings to walk in faith: not expecting God 
to rescue us from our folly, but expecting miracles to bless our discernment and actions.   

We entered a deep period of open worship to discern our leading. Friends spoke movingly of both the 
dire need for action and the responsibility of Friends to be a model and a partner with other religious 
and civil groups for acting in faith and witnessing in works.   

A few Friends have faithfully been under this weight for years, but the time has arrived for 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting to engage the concern corporately. As distilled in our minutes of the 
session, we resolved the following:  

Friends at this session unite behind the desire that Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
incorporate this concern about the rise of global climate temperatures and its 
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dangerous implications for life on our earth into the body of its work in the world. We 
feel ready, with divine assistance, to assume the challenges of being prophetic 
witnesses to protect our earth. We call upon the Yearly Meeting, in all its 
manifestations, to seek ways to hold our members lovingly accountable to live in 
God’s world in a more environmentally sustainable fashion and to join other like 
minded groups and organizations in supporting this concern.    

Signed on behalf of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 
Gretchen Castle, clerk       
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Attachment 17 

2006 Epistle 
Children’s Yearly Meeting 

Intermountain Yearly Meeting    

Dear Around- the- world Friends,   

Hello from Children’s Yearly Meeting at Intermountain Yearly Meeting.  We are at 

Ghost Ranch in northern New Mexico – an oasis in a high, hot and windy desert.  

Thank God for the swimming pool.  We have tons of fun here.  Some of the things 

we’ve done are:  Kickball, volleyball, swimming, and “groundies” (a game like tag).  

We went to the Ghost Ranch museum where we learned about dinosaurs and early 

settlers, and did tin work.  We learned that celophysis, a dinosaur discovered here, 

was the first dinosaur found in New Mexico.  We have learned a lot and enjoyed 

being together.  We’ll write again next year.  Till then, IMYM rocks!  
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Attachment 18 

Nominating Committee:  IMYM Appointments – As of 6/17/2006  

Presiding Clerks to IMYM

   
Rebecca Henderson   (Santa Fe MM)      2005-2007    

Unfilled         2007-2009  

Recording Clerks to IMYM

 

^^Sarah Keeney  (Albuquerque MM)      2007-2009  

^^Jane Robinson  (Taos, Clear Light WG)     2007-2009  

Continuing Committee Clerk

 

Eric Wright      (Mtn. View MM)            2005-2007 
 (Each MM names a member and an alternate for two-year overlapping terms.  Expenses to be met by MMs.)  

Continuing Committee Recording Clerk

 

^^Phil Brewster  (Salt Lake MM)      2007-2009   

Treasurer

 

John Kretzmann (Santa Fe MM)     2005-2007  

Finance Committee Clerks

 

Bob Schroeder  (Tempe MM)      2005-2007   

(Each Regional Meeting appoints a member for a 3-year term) 
Barbara Stephens (CRM)  2005-2008 
Bob Dolphin (NMRM)  2006-2009  

Registrars 

  

^^Fran Boler  (Boulder MM)       2006-2008   

^^Joanne Cowan  (Boulder MM)      2006-2008  

**Phyllis Hoge-Jonathan Cartland (team) (Alb. MM)    2005-2007    

** denotes the person that is the clerk/convenor for the 2006 (current) year. 
^^ denotes person has not yet been approved by IMYM for position. 




