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Welcoming Plenary Session, Intermountain Yearly Meeting,   
June 13-17, 2007  

Wednesday, June 13th, 2007, 7:00in the evening,    

Friends entered the Lower Pavilion at Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, New Mexico, to 
singing with Eric Wright.  

Clerk Rebecca Henderson welcomed all to IMYM 2007, introducing the clerks, 
herself and Penny Thron-Weber, Assistant Clerk, the recording clerks, Sara 
Keeney and Jane Robinson, and Eric Wright, Clerk of Continuing Committee.    

Welcome by the Interim Director of Ghost Ranch, Mary Ann 
Lundy 
Mary Ann Lundy welcomed us describing the delight of Ghost Ranch staff to 
have Quakers here.  We learned that one of our young people, Sarah Beutel has 
had a fall on a mountain trail and is receiving help.  Mary Ann reminded us 
about drinking lots of water, avoiding snakes, and not hiking alone.  The dining 
hall will need to be closed and locked after meals.  This ensures that the staff is 
able to clean the dining room in preparation for the next meal.  Please feel invited 
to continue our conversations outside.  The Agape Center is now open.  40 
volunteers and 25 college staff are working here this summer.  A new family 
center with a cooperative nursery will be completed next year.  Mary Ann urged 
us to enjoy the museums on the Ranch.    

Guest Introduction:  

Clerk Rebecca Henderson introduced the following IMYM guests and we 
welcomed them with appreciation.  

Margery Mears Larrabee Plenary Speaker from Mount Holly Meeting, 
NJ 

Mary Waddington Elder for Margery Larrabee, Salem Meeting, 
Salem NJ 

Michael Wadja Goshen Meeting PA, from Friends General 
Conference staff, Associate Secretary for 
Development and Interpretation.  

Herb and Pam Haigh St. Petersburg Meeting, FL appointed FGC 
visitors 

Nancy Yarnall Vancouver WA, Western Field Office of 
Friends World Committee for Consultation, 
Section of the Americas 
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Ruah Swannerfelt Burlington VT, General Secretary, Quaker 
Earthcare Witness 

Shan Cretin    Santa Monica, AFSC Southwestern Region 
Marielle Oetjen   AFSC Denver Office 
Sara Gill    Denver, AFSC Office 
Benjamin Parke   AFSC Southwestern Region, Bookstore 
Jorge Martinez Heberto Sein visitor from Mexico City, 

appointed by Mexico City Meeting but was 
unable to attend due to illness. 

Anthony Manousos   Torrance CA, Friends Bulletin Editor 
Susan Axtell West Richmond IN, Earlham School of 

Religion 
Tom Vicker 
Janell Jones   Prairie Village KS, and Penn Valley Meeting 
Ivan Gamble and Lyn Purdam      Chinle AZ, workshop presenters 
Donn and Chelsea Kesselheim,  Lander WY, Wyoming Friends Meeting 
Matilda Hansen   Laramie WY, Wyoming Friends Meeting    

Introduction of those serving the Yearly Meeting, serving at the 
Annual Gathering and representing the Monthly Meetings at 
Continuing Committee.  

We acknowledged all who have appointed jobs at IMYM, and all who volunteer. 
The Ministry and Counsel Committee is available for any concerns or issues by 
speaking to a member.   

Rebecca held a roll call of meetings with each group standing to be welcomed.  
Those attending from each meeting rose to be recognized.   We now list 17 
monthly meetings and 14 worship groups.  Mountain View meeting reports that 
Roaring Fork Worship Group, under their care, was laid down within the last 
year.  

Attachment #1, List of Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups, June 2007    

We heartily welcomed first time attenders.  We heard various announcements.  
Please check bulletin boards for changes in Interest Groups.  

Rebecca read the State of the Society report, compiled from meeting reports.  
Attachment #2, State of the Society Report for June 2007   

We sat in closing worship.     
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Plenary Session, Thursday Morning, June 14, 2007 
Guest Speaker, Margery Mears Larrabee  

Meeting opened with quiet worship at 10:00 am.  

Rebecca read the traveling minute from Salem Monthly Meeting in New Jersey 
for Mary Waddington, an elder accompanying Margery for her time with IMYM.    
Mary Waddington travels with Margery Larrabee to IMYM as her elder. Her 
deep commitment to pastoral care and spiritual healing has led her to share her 
gifts with individual Friends and as a leader in group settings.  She has served as 
a leader for many years within Salem Quarterly Meeting, Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting and at Friends General Conference where she was an elder for the 
Traveling Ministries program   

Rebecca read the traveling minute for guest speaker Margery Mears Larrabee 
from Mt. Holly Monthly Meeting in Maryland.   Margery travels in ministry and 
service to monthly and yearly meetings and other gatherings.  Primary themes of 
her ministry are Spiritual friendship and Spirit-led eldering.  Her article on 
Spirit-led eldering appeared in the October 2005 issue of Friends’ Journal.   She 
has also authored two recent pamphlets.  In preparation for offering spiritual 
guidance and nurture, Margery has studied at the Shalem Retreat and Study 
Center, the School of the Spirit, and the Servant Leadership School and the 
Francis House of Prayer.     

As Margery Mears Larrabee spoke she frequently paused, taking silent moments 
of breathing in deeply, “praying vertically” and “taking space to listen to the 
spirit which is ever-present.”   She quoted Isaac Penington as presenting the 
short version of her talk when he wrote, “There is that near you which will guide 
you.  “There is that near you which will guide you.  Wait for it and be sure you 
keep to it.”     

She began with the practice of “good-finding”—focusing our attention on the 
good parts of people, and returned to that thread several times as she shared her 
thoughts and followed inward leadings for her talk about which topics to share 
with us.   During the talk, we listeners would stop at times for an activity or 
reflection, as well.  

All of us need nurturing relationships and people who hold us in prayer.  
Margery invited us to create in our meetings and our lives, structures and 
practices through which we can be together on our journeys of spiritual growth.  
We practiced preparing ourselves and then greeting each other with “I greet the 
Light in you,” as a practice for welcoming the spirit of others. 
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Margery values greatly the strength and variety available in small groups for 
supporting us to be in the world and to foster within a life of inward prayer.  We 
don’t have to do all this alone—we can support each other.  The conscious 
practice of expectant listening, spending time listening one on one or in small 
groups supports us all to grow in understanding of God and how Spirit works in 
our lives.    

Many remembered the quote from Dietrich Bonhoeffer that Margery shared on 
creating community:  “He who loves community, destroys community.  He who 
loves his brethren, builds community.”    

Margery closed with a poem/prayer from Mother Theresa:  

Do It Anyway  

“People are often unreasonable, illogical, & self-centered;  
Forgive them anyway. 
If you are kind, People may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives;  
Be kind anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies; 
Succeed anyway. 
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you;  
Be honest and frank anyway. 
What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight:  
Build anyway. 
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous;  
Be happy anyway. 
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow;  
Do good anyway. 
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough;  
Give the world the best you've got anyway. 
You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God;  
It was never between you and them anyway.” 

- Mother Theresa 



 

- 8 -  

Threshing on Faith and Practice for Intermountain Yearly Meeting, 
Session 1 for Business.  

Clerk Rebecca Henderson invited meeting to center into worship.    

After one year of use of the draft Faith and Practice, we will collect comments 
today.  The verbatim comments will be turned over to the Faith and Practice 
Committee.  Other comments from meetings have gone directly to the 
Committee.  This is not a session for decision-making.  The Committee will meet 
this evening and probably make a recommendation to business meeting on 
Friday afternoon.  

Faith and Practice Committee members stood for introductions.  The committee 
will receive comments from now until January and incorporate ideas into a final 
version.    For the list of current members, please refer to the nominating 
committee report,  Attachment #6.  

The Clerk read a description of a threshing session, and added some direction: 
She noted that guidelines for Threshing are not to be found in the current Faith 
and Practice.      

Summary of guidelines:  This is a time for feelings to be expressed.  There is no 
critique of what someone has said.  Avoid rebuttal or discourse.  Share time so 
that everyone has a chance to speak.  Please don’t repeat.  Pass on detailed 
recommendations directly to the committee.  Passion is OK.  We ask that Friends 
speak in a worshipful manner, and that you speak from your own experience.  
We ask that you address the clerk’s table.  

The session addressed these queries: 
Is this an adequate Faith and Practice? 
Are there substantive additions and corrections that you would like to suggest? 
What published format do you envision? 
What size and shape would best suit your needs?  

Notes were forwarded to the Faith and Practice Committee clerks. 
   
Assistant Clerk Penny Thron-Weber gave announcements.  

The Threshing Session closed with worship in silence.   
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Meeting for Worship for Business, Session 2  
Friday, June 15, 2007 at 10:00 AM  

We opened in silent worship.  Clerk Rebecca Henderson read a quote from 
Deborah Fisch, Beacon Hill Friends House Weed Lecture, 3rd month 2006.    

How do we walk with integrity, Friends to each other, Friends to the 
world?  A while back I heard a Friend say there are three pieces to living 
faithfully or living with integrity.  The first is that you have to have the 
desire to do it.  The desire is planted in you.  It doesn’t even come from 
us really. It is planted there.  So we have to ask, “What is it that is being 
required of me at this moment, at this time, in this place?  The second 
piece, she said, was that you have to test what you hear.  We hear 
through ears that also hear a lot of other stuff.  So we have to test what 
we believe.  I believe Friends call that discernment.  And then, once we 
have done that, she said the last step was the easy part.  You have to act 
on it.  But for me that is one of the hardest parts.    

Paragraph 2, page 2, Being Faithful as Friends: Individually and corporately by 
Debrorah Fisch    

Cindy Yurth read the Epistle from York Friends Meeting, Britain Yearly Meeting.   
See website for a copy.  

Rebecca said that this morning will be made up of the consent agenda—reports 
and information on issues for decision later.  She noted that the Faith and 
Practice Threshing Session went well.  

Concern brought by Senior Young Friends to the Plenary Session  

A message from Tia Smilack was read reporting on her efforts to raise funds 
needed for her to carry out her responsibilities as an observer for us to the FWCC 
Triennial Meeting to be held in Dublin Ireland in August 2007.  She visited some 
meetings and sent out a letter to every meeting and received only $20.00.  
However, some funds went directly to John Kretzmann, IMYM treasurer, who 
reported receiving about $700-800 in response to appeals.  Friends are 
encouraged to make donations directly to him.  There is still need for more funds 
and IMYM will make up additional funds as necessary for Tia to attend the 
meeting.  Rebecca Wright is also a senior young friend who is one of our 
appointed delegates to the Triennial whose funding is part of our regular 
budgeted expenses.  
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IMYM 07.01 Funds will be provided for the young friends travel and registration 
to attend the  Friends World Committee for Consultation triennial to be held in 
Dublin, Ireland.

  
Continuing Committee 
Eric Wright reported for Continuing Committee:    

Continuing Committee forwards to the floor for consideration: 
1. Explore affiliation with FCG. 
2. Lack of unity regarding affiliation with Quaker Earthcare Witness. 
3. Concerns about Migrant and Border Issues. 
4. Proposal for Welcoming Minute from Wyoming Friends Meeting. 
5. Las Cruces Minute on War Tax resistance. 
6. Nominating Committee to explore concerns about JYF volunteer, Friends 

Bulletin. 
7. Recommendations to  the Finance Committee  

a. Not to redirect FWCC travel money proposed by committee 
b. $1000 for Spiritual Formation Program 
c. $3000 for Immigration and Border issues  

IMYM 07.02  Meeting accepts the Continuing Committee report. 

 

Attachment #3, Continuing Committee Report  

Treasurer’s Report 
Jonathan Kretzmann gave the Treasurer’s Report: 
Final approval of the budget will be on Saturday morning.  

The treasurer reports that we are in good shape. 
a. The 2006 Annual Gathering was self funded with a  $5,500 surplus. 
b. There is a $5,300 surplus in operating budget. 
c. Currently a lot of money is going in and out related to the Annual 

Gathering. 
d. We have made a $23,000 Joint Service Project payment.  The 

increased assessment will be used for the first time this year. 
e.  A summary of 2006 budget and actual expenditures can be found 

in the Treasurer’s report on page 7&8.  

IMYM 07.03 The Treasurer’s Report was accepted.

 

Attachment #4, Treasurer’s Report      
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Finance Committee Report  

Bob Schroeder gave the Finance Committee Report.  

There was discussion of the origin and current status of the Tim Shaw Fund for 
young friends travel.    

IMYM 07.04  Meeting accepts the  Finance Committee report. 

 

Attachment #5, Finance Committee Report    

Nominating Committee    
Committee Clerk Charlene Weir gave the Nominating Committee Report. 
Nominating Committee members stood for Friends to be able to recognize them 
There was some discussion of the joy Friends shad found this year in working 
with the Junior Young Friends and of the difficulty during the past few years to 
find program coordinators for that and other youth groups.     

We approved the following nominations of representatives to Quaker 
organizations, which have been made by Regional Meetings.  

AFSC Corporation Board  Allen Stockbridge, UFF 2007-2009  
AFSC Corporation Board  David Henkel, NMRM 2007-2010  
AFSC Corporation Board  Bill Hobson AHYM 2005-2008  
FCNL Representative  Bob Pearson, NMRM 2007-2010  
Friends Bulletin   Tom Vaughn, NMRM 2007-2009  

We approved the following nominations of those who are currently serving this 
annual gathering:  

Assistant Clerk   Penny Thron-Weber 2006-2007  
Ministry & Counsel Clerk  David Henkel  2006-2008  
Interest Group Convenor  Eric Swanson   2007-2007  
Liaison with Kitchen/Disabilities Susan Wiley   2006-2009  

IMYM  07.05  Meeting accepts Nominating Committee report, with appreciation 
for the joy of service that has been expressed.

   

Attachment #6, Nominating Committee Report of Positions to be Approved by 
IMYM, June, 2007  

Joint Service Project Report 
Clerk of Oversight Committee Glen Trostle presented a committee report and a 
Coordinator’s report.  He noted that the report attached contains wisdom of 
experience gained in past year of searching self-examination of program.    
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A Friend noted that some present are not familiar with the history of the Joint 
Service Project.   She described the setting about twenty years ago when Friends 
at IMYM raised questions about how American Friends Service Committee was 
doing its work and the desire to create more involvement among Friends in work 
camps.  Later a committee began to seek answers, what was the spirit of the work 
that could be done by involving IMYM Friends?  After a few more years joint 
AFSC/IMYM projects began and Mike Gray became the coordinator out of a 
sense of mission and a calling.  She noted that this project is a unique 
collaboration between a Yearly Meeting and AFSC, made possible by Mike 
having the calling to do the work of coordinator.    

IMYM 07.06   Meeting accepted the report of the Joint Service Project Oversight 
Committee, and from the Joint Service Project Coordinator with gratitude for 
the committee’s deep work during the year.

 

Attachment #7, Joint Service Project Oversight Committee Report  

Ad hoc Spiritual Formation Group Report    
Ruth Montague and Bruce Thron-Weber reported on behalf of the ad hoc 
committee.  They noted that people from ten Meetings or Worship groups have 
expressed interest in starting Spiritual Formation in the coming year.  The funds 
requested will be needed this fall, not in calendar year 2008’s budget, to cover the 
travel expenses of facilitators.    

There are two questions to consider:   
a) Do we recommend that the committee continue?  The clerk noted that the ad 
hoc committee has a two year term starting in 2006, so will continue. 
b) What level of funding do we recommend, what level from the Yearly Meeting, 
from Monthly Meetings and from participants?  

A Friend noted that the presence and energy for Spiritual Formation asks us to 
examine the core purpose of IMYM, nurturing spiritual life in each other and in 
our meetings.  

IMYM 07.07  Meeting accepted reports from the Spiritual Formation Group.

 

Attachment #9, Spiritual Formation Offerings at IMYM 
Attachment #10, Report from the IMYM Ad Hoc Spiritual Formation 
Committee.  

Faith and Practice Committee Report 
Jim Coates of Gila gave the report with expressions of appreciation and gratitude 
for support from Yearly Meeting over the year and in yesterday’s threshing 
session.   
IMYM 07.08  Meeting accepted the report from the Faith and Practice 
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Committee.

 
Attachment #11, Faith and Practice Committee Report  

Reports from Representatives from Friends National Organizations 
Because of the time we devoted to discernment about the draft Faith and 
Practice, the clerk noted that we will accept the reports from our representatives 
to Friends organizations as published in the Documents in Advance and she read 
the minute which follows.  

Reports from the Friends Committee on National Legislation and the Friends 
World Committee for Consultation, and the American Friends Service 
Committee are detailed and complex.  The reports from our representatives will 
be posted in full with the minutes of the plenary session.  The reports were 
available as well in the documents in advance.  

We are mindful through the reports from our monthly meetings of the extensive 
efforts made at that level to support these organizations financially and with 
energy.  Ongoing efforts continue as we seek, within our local meeting 
communities, to work to bring and end to the war in Iraq, to support Quaker 
efforts to end torture, and to relieve suffering in war-torn areas.  Support 
continues for Friends Peace Teams work to expand its programs to bring 
alternatives to violence to the African Great Lakes Area, to Colombia, and to 
keep their ongoing presence in Palestine.  The militarization of the Mexican/U.S. 
border, increased infringement of human rights and justice, and family division 
are calling forth increased attention and action by local meetings.  Direct action 
and funding for these Quaker national organizations happens at the monthly and 
regional meeting level, while the yearly meeting provides funding for travel of 
our representatives to the decision-making meetings of FCNL, FWCC, the AFSC, 
and Friends Peace Teams.  

Our similar support continues for the publications of the Friends Bulletin and we 
also include their annual report in our minutes.    

IMYM 07.09 . Meeting accepted reports from representatives of Friends national 
organizations.

  

Attachment # 12, Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Attachment # 13, Friends World Committee for Consultation Report to IMYM 
Attachment #14, FWCC Western Field Office Staff Activities 
Attachment #15, American Friends Service Committee 
Attachment #16, Friends Peace Teams 
Attachment #17, Friends Bulletin Annual Report  
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Announcements:   
Young Friends are requesting more people to be interviewed as Friendly Adult 
Presences for next year.  Assistant Clerk Penny Thron-Weber informed Meeting 
that Guest Speaker Margery Mears Larrabee has several items related to her talk 
available in the bookstore, that Friends Committee on National Legislation has 
letter-writing literature on two issues available for action on tables in the dining 
area—Complex 2030 and funding for the replaceable nuclear warhead. 
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Meeting for Worship for Business, Session 3 
June 15, 2007 at 4:00 in the afternoon.  

Meeting opened with silent worship.  

Sunny Brown, Boulder Meeting read the epistle from Friends of Lesbians, Gays, 
Bi-sexuals, Transgendered and Queer (FLGBTQ) Annual gathering in North 
Carolina. The gathering was held at Quaker Lake Camp in Greensburg NC.  
See web site for a copy.  

Friends were asked to hold the clerk in the Light as we make our way through 
the lengthy agenda.  

We continued with the Faith and Practice Committee report from this morning:  

IMYM 07.10 We approve the Faith and Practice Committee’s recommendations 
as follows:

 

a) The committee will continue to accept suggestions and concerns from the 
larger IMYM community until 12-31-07.  It is to be understood that 
revisions and additions will be limited in scope and not alter the spirit of 
the Faith and Practice as it currently stands.

 

b) The committee will meet in January of 2008 to consider all feedback and 
to determine what needs to be added or revised as well as to determine the 
format of the final publication.

 

c) In addition to the hardcopy version, the committee will maintain a copy 
on the web.  This will allow for ongoing input and revision as appropriate 
and will serve to keep alive the concept that a Faith and Practice best 
serves as a living document that invites reflective process. 

 

d) While the committee hopes to complete its work in a single residential 
meeting, we would like to have a two-meeting budget approved for 2008 
in the amount of $2000.  The funding for this line item could include our 
unused travel budget from 2007 of $500.

  

The Faith and Practice Committee also expressed heartfelt appreciation of Jim 
Coates for his willingness to act as Interim Clerk of the Committee for the year 
following the IMYM Gathering in June of 2006 through the IMYM Gathering of 
2007.  They are in unity in selecting Gusten Lutter to be their clerk.  

Welcome to Wyoming Friends   

IMYM 07.11  In response to a request from Wyoming Friends Meeting, 
Intermountain Yearly Meeting wishes to begin a welcoming relationship.  We 
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invite Wyoming Friends to attend Intermountain Yearly Meeting gatherings and 
to send a representative to Continuing Committee that meets in January and 
June.  During this time, we can get better acquainted, share our spiritual 
experiences and practices, open up more communication and intervisitation, and 
explore how our future relationship might develop.  We suggest that, as 
individuals, Wyoming Friends participate in the life of Intermountain Yearly 
Meeting as they are moved.  We recommend that this relationship be reviewed in 
about three years to see if changes are desired.

  

Quaker Earthcare Witness 
The clerk invited discussion noting that Continuing Committee did not find 
unity on joining at this time.    

A Friend remembered that in the small group at Continuing Committee’s 
January meeting, there was unity on affiliating with the QEW, but not in the 
large group.  Another Friend saw three basic questions:  Cost in time and 
money? How will it affect our resources for infrastructure?   Are there friends 
who would be willing to serve and still be able to serve the current IMYM 
infrastructure?  Another Friend said that her Meeting was not clear that the 
travel would create value in and of itself.  They would appreciate specific 
suggestions to reduce the ecological footprint such as re-structuring so the group 
could communicate electronically and having an Earthcare Blog would be great.  

Ruah Swennerfelt, General Secretary of Quaker Earthcare Witness, told us:  The 
truth is, you don’t need us.  We need you.  We need your southwestern voice at 
the table.  We are aware of the carbon emissions concern.   We have taken steps 
to address that.  We’ve reduced our meetings to twice a year, and one of them is 
in Chicago, which is easier to bus/train to, and we encourage that.  Sometimes 
we have to make choices.  We come away from gatherings with something so 
strong, that we can take back to infuse into our communities.  Also it’s important 
that you know that money is not our expectation.  We need your spiritual 
support.   We are not the Sierra club, we are a spiritual foundation.  

IMYM 07.12 We will hold the question of affiliation with QEW for another year.

  

Affiliation with Friends General Conference 
Continuing Committee recommended initiating the process of IMYM affiliation 
with Friends General Conference.  A Friend raised the question:  Does this 
change us from an independent Meeting to a meeting that is under Friends 
General Conference?  A Friend described the desire of Pima Meeting to affiliate 
on their own and their finding that there was an opportunity to join also as a 
Yearly Meeting.   Younger Friends in their meeting are happy within the large 
lively meeting community and not aware of the wider Friends community.  It 
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would increase their awareness, along with their awareness of the Yearly 
Meeting to be active with Friends General Conference.  A Friend noted that we 
can gain much from building connections with this organization that has a 
fundamental focus on Quaker spirituality.    

The Clerk shared the information that Friends General Conference has been 
considered a hierarchical organization in the past, but in the last ten years has 
shifted to a service organization with a greater variety of Meetings involved.  She 
noted that interacting more with other meetings that are different from us may 
help us define more clearly who we are.    

An experience was shared of a Meeting in the suburbs of Chicago that was proud 
to be affiliated both with Friends United Meeting and with FGC, with the idea 
that we don’t need to choose one or the other.  Another Friend related that she 
has been part of a meeting that was in both organizations and found dual 
affiliation difficult.   

IMYM 07.13  IMYM wishes to begin the process of affiliating with FGC.

  

Meeting delayed consideration of minute on Migrant and Border Concerns until 
tomorrow’s session.  

Consideration of Requests from Spiritual Formation Committee 
The Ad Hoc committee will continue the pilot project under original mandate for 
two years.   A committee member noted that extra funds are needed this fall for 
new programs hoping to start, along with an increase in funds for next year.     

IMYM 07.14  We approved $2000 for Spiritual Formation Group pilot program 
activities for this fall and $3000 for the 2008 budget.

  

Consideration of minute for support of War Tax Resistance   

Rebecca Henderson stepped down from the clerk’s table because she has been a 
war tax resister for many years.  Assistant Clerk Penny Thron-Weber clerked the 
rest of the session.  The text of the proposed minute was forwarded to the yearly 
meeting by Las Cruces Monthly Meeting and the Continuing Committee.   

Friends spoke of the importance of spiritual support for those taking on the 
challenge of war tax resistance, and of the power of strengthening the legal 
argument for resistance if resisters are supported by a religious body, which 
validates that the objection has a basis in faith.  Others raised varied thoughts on 
the possibility of entanglement of meetings in financial liability.  A  Friends 



 

- 18 - 

spoke to recognition of War Tax Resistance as a religious calling or leading, part 
of our tradition.  

IMYM 07.15   Our religious convictions lead us to take a stand against war.  
There are many ways to do this, one of which is war tax resistance.   We support 
those in our Yearly Meeting who feel called to war tax resistance.

  

There were no new announcements and we were reminded of copies of Margery 
Larrabee’s publications in the Bookstore and of FCNL letter writing table.  

Meeting closed with silent worship.   

Meeting for Worship for Reading of Memorial Minutes 
Friday, June 15, 7:00 pm  

Friends gathered for silent worship.  Memorial minutes were read out of the 
silent expectant listening for the following Friends:  

Bill Burns, Mountain View Meeting 
Royce Forsyth, Mountain View Meeting 
Dorothy Livingston, Pima Meeting 
Cliff Pine, Gila Meeting 
Norma Price, Tempe Meeting 
Robert Solenberger, Pima Meeting 
Arthur Warner, Mountain View Meeting 
Gilbert White, Boulder Meeting 
Lori Lynn Wright, Moab Monthly Meeting  

Meeting also noted the deaths of two Friends from Clearlight Worship Group in 
Taos:  Dan Neifert who was over 100 years old and Ed Richardson.    
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Meeting for Worship for Business, Session 4,  
June 16, 2007, 10:00 am  

Meeting opened with silent worship.  

Cindy Yurth read an Epistle from the Australia Yearly Meeting children, 2006. 
See web site.  

Report from Ad hoc Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns 
David Henkel reported for the Committee.  The committee proposed an 
education plan involving visits among meetings by those with more expertise, 
and an increased contribution to Friends Committee on National Legislation for 
the staff position on migrant affairs.    

Consideration of Recommendations on Migrant and Border Concerns  

The recording clerks did their best to capture the essence of what speakers said.  
The discussion section below was not read back to the meeting for approval, but 
it illuminates the complexity of migration issues and reveals some of the reasons 
some meetings within the yearly meeting have not yet come to unity.     

Friends raised questions about inter-visitations.  The hope is that inter-visitation 
would develop a more common understanding among Monthly Meetings and 
common ground for decisions we may need to make.   A Friend described 
having many deepening and perspective widening experiences and the 
importance of having a group of people who have long time experience with 
these issues to deepen the understanding of our Monthly Meetings, rather than  
starting from the beginning independently.  Friends spoke of the benefits to 
small meetings, the long-standing tradition among Friends of traveling in the 
ministry, and support for Friends willing to do such travel.     

A Friend expressed a felt concern is that IMYM find a way to find balance about 
migrant issues, going beyond the humanitarian concerns.  Another described a 
revitalization going on at Casa de los Amigos in Mexico City and urged meeting 
to consider possible benefits from sharing with Friends in Mexico City, asking for   
consideration of expanding the proposal to include exchange with Friends  
within Mexico.     

Another offered strong support for the idea of supporting people with long 
experience and wisdom in this area to share information and a sense of urgency 
because the current headline is that the immigration bill is being resurrected.  A 
purpose could be educational and also to galvanize us to action, perhaps to visit 
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with representatives this August.  A Friend said that he comes here with 
humility as a Friend who has been moved, from past undefined fear about the 
minute presented last year, to be newly moved by the call for compassion for the 
stranger.  He noted that at times he has been characterized as conservative and 
utilitarian, and that he can be moved.  An important element for him was the 
Interest Group, “What would John Woolman Do?”     

A Friend described himself as a devoted activist who sometimes frightens 
himself and shared an experience in 1993 visiting Border Watch, where he 
observed with shock with dissolution of habeus corpus and military detention.  
This appeared to him as a violation of our religious beliefs.     He hopes we can 
see this in a religious context and not just a political one and feels a large need for 
inter-visitation, living in a conservative community.  He does not understand the 
term migration, but sees rather a natural movement of people meeting their 
needs.  He is assailed by people with views that people are taking from us, 
breaking our laws, which seems contradictory to what Jesus taught us.  

IMYM 07.16  Meeting accepted the report submitted by the Committee.

 

Attachment #18, Report from Ad hoc Committee on Migrant and Border 
Concerns  

IMYM 07.17  We approve a program of educational and worshipful inter-
visitation within the Yearly Meeting that consists of grounding in the spirit of 
our testimonies, grounding in the experience of our daily lives, and grounding in 
the shared experience of others.  This is to be carried out by Intermountain 
Friends at the invitation of monthly meetings and worship groups, and in 
cooperation with local Friends active in Peace and Social Concerns, AFSC and 
FCNL as appropriate.  We approve $2000 to help support travel and materials 
for two inter-visitations each in Arizona, Colorado, and New Mexico, and one in 
Utah between the rise of Yearly Meeting in 2007 and the annual gathering in  
2008.  The budget request anticipates that some local meetings will be able to 
share the cost.

  

As meeting considered the request for an increased amount for Friends 
Committee on National Legislation migrant work, Bob Schroeder, Clerk of 
Finance Committee, gave the information that the budget is not complete at this 
time and the Committee isn’t fully able to describe the impact of increased 
funding on our budget.  He reminded meeting that a strong tenet of our budget 
process has been that we do not fund individual efforts or organizations and that 
we look at requests in the context of the entire budget, in order not to have 
competing proposals that are funded in the order in which they are considered.  
If meeting approves increased funding it will take the reserve below 20 thousand 
before consideration of the funding for Spiritual Formation Groups. 
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A Friend addressed the issue of increased support for FCNL by reminding us 
that we are here in this place at this time as English speaking, highly privileged 
white people, as the result of military force and violence perpetrated in this 
region 150 years ago.  He noted that military force continues today to exclude, to 
exploit and to murder those peoples who have inhabited and traveled in this 
land for thousands of years, and that this use of force is a part of the immigration 
issue before Congress right now.  It is also a part of the increasing enforcement of 
unjust laws in our country that are enforced militarily.  He reminded us of the 
blessing in this Southwest region of the involvement of people from many faith 
traditions and atheist humanitarians in migrant work.  One of these, an imam in 
Denver, has said, “We Muslims and African Americans see that the struggle for 
immigration reform as the leading edge of the civil rights movement today.  We 
want you to know that wherever you go in this struggle, we are backing you.”  
The Friend appealed on behalf of the men and women who are walking today 
through the desert, some of whom will die, and on behalf of those who are living 
in the shadows, away from their families, doing the work of our communities,  
that our Meetings, Friends in this region, to cover our backs.    

The Clerk reminded us that applause is not appropriate in a meeting for business   
and asked us to consider our contribution to FCNL, in the light of the seasoning 
we have done in the past year on queries sent by Continuing Committee.    

A Friend saw a distinction between this position, created to work on Migrant and 
Border concerns, and our prior guidance to not support individual efforts.   He 
asked if in consultation with FCNL, we could help share with other meetings 
around the country the importance of this position and perhaps help to generate 
more funds for it.     

A Friend raised the question if we will be able to keep on funding help for people 
to attend IMYM since the rates will be probably going up and we have decided 
to fund youth to Ireland, Border concerns and Spiritual Formation.  The Clerk of 
Finance Committee confirmed that minimizing the rates for Yearly Meeting does 
depend on maintaining the reserve as it is and not tapping into it.  

A Friend said that he began to feel guilty as a Friend was speaking about our 
conditions in a border region and didn’t want to have that motivation for action  
taken.  

Another Friend reminded us that at FCNL an entire chair for Migrant Concerns 
is not yet fully funded.  Our fully funding $5000 would be an expression of 
gratitude that this wonderful organization is willing to take on this issue.  
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A Friend shared that she is a child of immigrants who didn’t have papers, and 
that as an employer she is aware of the difficulties.  Shaking, she said that she has 
felt angry with God because she has heard of abundance, but seen its extreme 
absence when I was trying to meet expenses for employee benefits.   

A Friend noted that we are in a unique position in the country, because of our 
proximity to the issue of migrant and border concerns.  We are called to do inter-
visitation, but can’t do it throughout the United States, and FCNL’s position can 
help us fulfill this role.  

A Friend stated strong feelings and experience of activism in support of migrant 
and border concerns, but that he hears himself being told that he is hard hearted 
if he doesn’t put money in a certain place.  He feels angry and that emotions are 
being used and is concerned that people who are struggling to attend IMYM may 
not have resources needed and about the budget implications for people within 
our Yearly Meeting.  

A Friend said that she is part of the many people who could not attend IMYM 
without scholarship support, and that she notices that the reserve has built itself 
up in a short time.  She shared her faith that it will survive and funds will be 
there.  She called us to remember a teaching in the Sermon on the Mount about 
not storing up and believes that we have the capacity to survive and that we will 
through our capacity to be faithful.   She hopes Yearly Meeting will feel called to 
save lives, make our country more as she thinks it should be.  

A Friend wondered if we could create a special fund or line item on the budget 
for Individual Friends and Monthly Meetings to contribute to the FCNL position 
on Migrant and Border Concerns.  

Junior Yearly Meeting Epistle 
The Clerk suspended discussion to invite the Junior Young Friends to introduce 
themselves and read their Epistle.  The Junior Young Friends, Maggie Perry 
(clerk), Taylor Holdaway (co-clerk) and Damon Motz-Storey (Recording Clerk) 
joined us along with the JYF Coordinator, Jane Kroesen and read about their 
experience of IMYM.     

IMYM 07.18   The Junior Young Friends Epistle was approved.  

 

Attachment # 19, Junior Young Friends Epistle  

Continued Consideration of Recommendation on Funding for Friends 
Committee on National Legislation work on Migrant and Border Concerns  
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Clerk Rebecca Henderson asked speakers to speak only that which is essential to 
approving the budget, and to address the Clerk’s table, rather than the meeting 
floor.  

The Finance Clerk told us that a line item for FCNL donations could be created 
but it can’t exceed $20,000.   There is a limit for donations that will go to FCNL, 
or any lobbying organization, that is a per cent of our total budget, about 20 K.     

Children’s Yearly Meeting Epistle 
The Children’s Yearly Meeting representatives, Molly Lehman, Madisen 
Norcorss, and Logan Broscovak joined us to read the CYM 2007 Epistle.    

IMYM 07.19  The Children’s Yearly Meeting 2007 Epistle was approved. 

  

Attachment #20, Children’s Yearly Meeting Epistle  

Continued Consideration of Recommendation on Funding for Friends 
Committee on National Legislation work on Migrant and Border Concerns  
A Friend asked if we could make part of the Migrant and Border Concerns 
program encouragement of meetings and individuals to make contributions to 
FCNL for support of their Migrant and Border Control work.   

IMYM 07.20  Meeting approves providing financial support for the immigration 
and border work of Friends Committee on National Legislation at the current 
level of $3000 and by creating a line item for funding the FCNL position with 
additional funds by making the commitment to return to our meetings to 
support this effort.

   

Consideration of laying down the AFSC Committee of IMYM 
Those involved in representing IMYM at AFSC meetings, and those involved in 
AFSC work originally considered laying down the IMYM AFSC Committee as 
described in the Guide.  They now instead have a draft proposal for reorganizing 
and reinvigorating the committee.  

IMYM 07.21: Meeting approved forwarding the draft for revision of the purpose 
and organization of the IMYM AFSC committee to the Executive Committee for 
more seasoning and it will be taken up at next year’s annual gathering .     

   

Finance Committee Report 
Finance Clerk Bob Schroeder presented the new budget, cautioning the reserve 
fund will be reduced by the funds proposed for the Spiritual Formation Groups 
and Migrant and Border Concerns.    
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IMYM 07.22:  The 2008 IMYM budget was approved. 

 
Attachment #21, IMYM 2008 Budget  

IMYM 07.23:  The Intermountain Yearly Meeting minutes gratitude to Bob 
Schroeder  for his work as Clerk of the Finance Committee.

  
Nominating Committee Report    
Committee Clerk Charlene Weir gave the report, expressing appreciation to 
committee, and declaring that a light has broken through on their work.   

1) Positions approved by Continuing Committee for final approval 
2) New nominations to be approved by IMYM 
3) Positions needed for coming year, starting June, 2007 
4) Proposed minute for new approach to staffing the Junior Young Friends 

Program  

The Clerk invited discussion about how the responsibility for coordinating 
Junior Young Friends might be handled in the future.  No conclusions were 
reached and we carry this over for more seasoning.      

IMYM 07.24  The Nominating Committee report on the Positions approved  by 
Continuing Committee for Final Approval was gratefully approved.  

 

Attachment #22, Positions Approved by Continuing Committee for Final 
Approval  

IMYM 07.25  Meeting approved forwarding the proposed minute for New 
Approach to staff Junior Young Friends program to the Continuing Committee 
and Executive Committee.

 

Attachment #23, Proposal for New Approach to Staffing the Junior Young 
Friends  

IMYM 07.26 The new nominations were approved by the meeting 

 

Attachment #24, New nominations for IMYM  

A Friend spoke from personal experience, saying it would be a very good idea 
for someone to come forward to be in training for operations before next June.  

Report from the Watching Committee 
Cindy Yurth of the Watching Committee read the draft IMYM 2007 Epistle.  
Anyone having suggestions to make should contact those on the watching 
committee.    

IMYM 07.27  The Clerks will write letters of appreciation to The Ghost Ranch 
staff and the Emergency Services of Abiquiu for their help with our hiker crisis.
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Ministry and Counsel 
David Henkel gave the Ministry and Counsel report.   

IMYM 07.28 The Ministry and Counsel Report was accepted.

 
Attachment #25, Ministry and Counsel Report  

IMYM 07.29  Meeting approved that next year’s gathering will be held from June 
8-15, 2008. 

   

A Friend asked that we hold the Watching Committee in the Light as they 
finalize our Epistle.  

Registrars’ Report   
Registrars Fran Boler and Joanne Cowan expressed thanks for help from Boulder 
Meeting, for previous registrars, for patience with errors, for the appreciation 
expressed by many, for the honor of being registrars, for their own appreciation 
of the large number of people and huge amount of work done to create the 
IMYM.   They requested help in stapling the directory.    

IMYM 07.30  Meeting accepted Registrar’s report.

 

Attachment #26, Registrar’s Report  

Census Report 
Suzanne Taylor, IMYM archivist, presented the census, the first in two-and-one-
half years, with data current as of January 2007.   She notes that IMYM has 
grown and total members are up from 1016 in mid 2004 to 1083 in 2007.       

IMYM 07.31  Meeting accepted the Census Report.    
Attachment #27, Census Report     

The Clerk invited us to closing worship this afternoon.  A Friend reminded us 
that a good way to increase our spiritual connection with our planet is to read 
Earth Light—a book published by Friends Bulletin.  We are invited to help 
distribute the book in our meetings.  

Meeting closed in silent worship, with a great sense of gratitude for work done 
and our time together.    
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Meeting for Worship for Business, Session 5, June 16, 2007 
Saturday evening, 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting opened with worship in silence.  

Senior Young Friends Epistle 
Risa Thron-Weber read the Epistle from the Senior Young Friends.    

IMYM 07.32  Meeting approved the Senior Young Friends Epistle. 

 

Attachment #28, Senior Young Friends Epistle  

Other matters 
Incoming Continuing Committee Clerk Rand Hirschi reminded us to please fill 
out the evaluations and that copies of this year’s Directory are available.  

IMYM 07.33  Meeting minuted our great thanks to Rebecca Henderson for her 
faithful clerkship.

  

Watching Committee Report 
Clerk Cindy Yurth read the Epistle for IMYM 2007.    

IMYM 07.32  Meeting approved the Epistle for 2007.

 

Attachment #29, IMYM Epistle for 2007  

Clerk Rebecca Henderson concluded Meeting for Worship for Business, clearing 
the table for Creativity Night.  

On Behalf of the Meeting,   

Rebecca Henderson, Clerk 
Penny Thron-Weber, Assistant Clerk 
Sara Keeney, Co-Recording Clerk 
Jane Robinson, Co-Recording Clerk   
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Attachment 1  

List of Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups 
June, 2007  

Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting  
Flagstaff Monthly Meeting  
Phoenix Monthly Meeting  
Pima Monthly Meeting    

Cascabel Worship Group   
Cochise Worship Group  

Tempe Monthly Meeting  

Colorado Regional Meeting  
Boulder Monthly Meeting  
Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting   

Buena Vista Worship Group  
Fort Collins Monthly Meeting   

Rapid City, South Dakota Preparative Meeting  
Mountain View Monthly Meeting   

Three Rivers Worship Group in Delta  

New Mexico Regional Meeting  
Albuquerque Monthly Meeting   

Bonito Valley Worship Group (Lincoln, NW)   
Gallup Worship Group   
Socorro Worship Group  

Durango Monthly Meeting   
Mancos Valley Worship Group  

El Paso Monthly Meeting  
Gila Monthly Meeting  
Las Cruces Monthly Meeting   

Southeast New Mexico Allowed Meeting for Worship (Carlsbad)  
Santa Fe Monthly Meeting   

Clearlight Worship Group in Taos   
Las Vegas Worship Group   
Los Alamos Worship Group  

Utah Friends Fellowship  
Logan Monthly Meeting  
Moab Monthly Meeting  
Salt Lake Monthly Meeting  
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Attachment 2 
INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING 

STATE OF THE SOCIETY REPORT 
for June 2007  

Has the Truth prospered among Friends since last yearly meeting and 
are Friends in peace and unity?  

 The theme for this yearly meeting is “Deepening our Spiritual Connections.”    
The state of the meeting reports for this year describe the many, many spiritual 
connections Friends have with each other within their meetings.  Connections are also 
maintained within their local communities and with the wider world of Friends.  There 
are reports of vigor and energy as Friends do the work of love, justice, and peace with 
each other and their neighbors.  Where there is not unity there is hope for it.  

Durango reports “Our meeting continues to be a source of peace and strength…  
We gather as a community to acknowledge and respond to a Loving Presence that guides 
and sustains us, and leads us to consider the condition of our community, our nation, and 
the world.”  Santa Fe’s report begins, “During this year the meeting has quietly expanded 
its community, gathering in new attenders and seeking new ways to seek truth, give 
comfort, share joy, and do the work of the Meeting.”  Gila Meeting says,  “Business 
Meetings are always lively, energetic and have a great sense of accommodation of others’ 
views.”   Fort Collins reports,  “In summary, the meeting has experienced a surge in 
participation in the last year.  Through this participation our community continues to 
grow spiritually.  We have been blessed as a Meeting and look forward to experiencing 
continued growth as a spiritual community in the coming year.”  Boulder reports that 
“Even as a relatively large meeting, our responsibilities to the Meeting community and 
the larger community loom large in these difficult times….The health of the meeting is 
strong.  As a community of seekers we continue to support one another in our efforts to 
lead lives of spiritual integrity and purpose.”   

All meetings report their care for and support of individuals within the meeting, 
both those who have needs in time of difficulty, and those who go out to work in the 
community on concerns they are led to work on.  Small Colorado Springs reports 
individuals working in six organizations and on concerns for peace in space issues, 
migrant and immigration issues, gay and lesbian issues and the environment.  Other 
meetings report actions with other religious groups in their communities and often 
monthly or weekly vigils against war.  Two meetings report Friends active in bringing 
Alternatives to Violence workshops to the wider community, in prisons, and in regions of 
conflict.  Three meetings put on the AFSC “Eyes Wide Open” collection of boots and 
shoes of those killed in fighting in Iraq to raise awareness of the need for peace.  
Concerns for the environment are reflected in the reports.  Several meeting are engaged 
with others in their communities to deal with hunger and homelessness. 

Through support committees, clearness committees, and care committees Friends 
worked in small groups to assist each other.  Through larger committees, Boulder 
Meeting lists seventeen, Friends worked together to do the work of the meeting as a 
whole.  That meeting has recently divided its Ministry and Oversight Committee into two 
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expanded parts to better meet to the needs of the meeting.  Smaller meetings and worship 
groups do this work more informally.   

Most meetings report losses to death and moves, grief and illnesses.  Since last 
report we have received nine memorial minutes for Friends lost within the year.  As a 
whole the yearly meeting membership stands at 1083 up 67 from mid-2004.  There were 
losses in Utah and Arizona and gains in Colorado and New Mexico.  These numbers do 
not yet reflect the current influx of new attenders being reported by meetings. 

In addition to weekly meeting for worship, among all the meetings there is an 
abundance of ways of meeting together.  Some meetings have retreats, some take 
intergenerational trips together, others gather to hear of member’s spiritual journeys or 
discussions of  “how are you led?”  Meetings report potlucks, singing together, spiritual 
formation groups, Quaker dinners, Lucretia Mott teas, community garden projects, and 
discussion or book groups.  Flagstaff Meeting had a retreat on the topic of “How the 
Spirit Does Business,” in which participants explored Quaker process in conducting 
meeting for worship for business. 

Meeting reports show a lot of variation in children’s programs.  Some have 
specific study programs, other small meetings are challenged by unpredictable attendance 
of children.  Care for the children seems to be a cherished endeavor. 

A more recent development involves senior young friends and those a bit older.  
Santa Fe meeting reports, “An ever larger group of young adult friends add their 
viewpoints and ebullient vitality to our Sunday mornings, and have begun to plan their 
own gatherings and service projects.”   Mountain View meeting reports that “Our 
meeting is blessed by having a large, active group of young adult friends, most of whom 
have participated in the Quaker Studies program.” 

Several meetings are able to share their meeting house space.  Las Cruces reports 
“We are happy to have shared our meetinghouse this year with other groups, the local 
NAACP, Living Locally on Less Oil, a local group working on sustainable living, and 
Las Esperanzas, a neighborhood association.”  Ft. Collins reports using their property in 
conjunction with a local school working with a university volunteer organization on a 
community garden project.  Salt Lake City reports opening their new meeting house for 
use for music events, other religious groups’ meetings, and meetings of peace and 
community service groups.  Albuquerque Meeting reports that the New Mexico Area 
office of the AFSC moved into their building this year.   

Deepening our spiritual connections entails being able to face conflict directly and 
openly.  On immigration issues, Mountain View says that while the meeting, and those 
within the meeting work on immigration issues in various ways,  “We do not fare well in 
peace and unity on this issue.”  Albuquerque indicates that “In the spring of 2006, after 
several years of planning our building expansion, we came to realize that we were not in 
unity over plans and means.  This led to distress, even discord, and some loss of 
trust….We were led to suspend consideration of expansion until early 2007 and to 
concentrate in the meantime on community building.”  Colorado Springs reports, “Our 
intention to eventually acquire a home of our own has been sorely tested this past year.  It 
has caused conflict in our Meeting and we believe we have lost some clarity, direction, 
and unity in this effort….The clerk’s sense (of the threshing session held) was that there 
is a desire to more forward with the search for a permanent Meeting home; and that we 
must move forward together, in a manner true to the process and true to each other’s 
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concerns.”   Santa Fe meeting is likewise struggling with the challenge of maintaining a 
historic building. “Not everyone was completely satisfied, but in many extended 
discussions we sought respect and tenderness for each other.”  Las Cruces reports “ As 
the year began, we were developing a minute and a guideline to deal with conflict in the 
Meeting.  These remind us that we sit in the Light, and that we are all responsible for the 
right order of the Meeting.”  Flagstaff perhaps speaks for many, “We struggled with a 
number of controversial concerns over the course of this year”    

The possibility for deepening our spiritual connections in enhanced by all of our 
work.  There is vigorous work where unity is found.  Meetings are aware of conflicts and 
seem to find that the discernment surrounding conflicts can also bring more connections 
with each other.  Friends seem to be mindful of the spiritual paths available.  Meetings 
seem to hold that it is better to seek clarity in the spirit of Love and they see that the 
Truth cannot  prosper if we disregard or disrespect our differences.  Through all of this,  
Friends in the yearly meeting have sought to carry concerns for our world and our 
neighbors with a spirit of loving kindness and a determination to help bring justice and 
love to those struggling in so many ways.   

And so we can report that Truth has been prospering among us.  We continue to 
seek peace and unity in our meetings and in the surrounding world.   

On Behalf of the Yearly Meeting,  
Rebecca Henderson, Clerk 
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Attachment 3  

Continuing Committee Minutes (of June 13, 2007) for IMYM Business Meeting:  

Continuing Committee recommends to the business meeting that IMYM explore 
affiliation with Friends General Conference (FGC).  Continuing Committee further 
recommends that IMYM invite a representative from FGC to respond to any questions 
that may arise during the ongoing process of discernment as Friends seek unity on 
affiliation with FGC. (2007-15)  

Friends clearly felt a strong sense of urgency on the need for involvement in expressing 
environmental concerns, but found a lack of unity among the monthly meetings in IMYM 
at this time regarding the specific query on whether to affiliate with Quaker Earthcare 
Witness (QEW). (2007-18)  

Friends expressed approval for scheduling interest groups and other events on Migrant 
and Border Concerns, and encouraged an ongoing corporate search for unity on these 
issues within IMYM.  Continuing Committee was asked to send a letter summarizing the 
discussion to the monthly meetings. (2007-17)  

While reflecting on immigration, migrant, and border concerns, Friends heard a strong, 
deep sense of compassion for the stranger among us, a sense that also held the urgency of 
taking a stand in the face of injustice. (2007-28)  

[Proposed minute for welcoming Wyoming Friends Meeting was approved, subject to 
some final wordsmithing – to be understood as a meeting ‘in association with’ IMYM or 
as ‘sojourning’?  The text of the proposed minute is on a handout that was not available 
to me.] (2007-30)  

 Continuing Committee recommends that the Las Cruces Minute on War Tax Resistance 
be forwarded for further consideration to IMYM meeting for business, as follows: “Our 
religious convictions lead us to take a stand against war.  These are many ways to do this, 
one of which is tax resistance.  We support those within our Yearly Meeting who feel 
called to war tax resistance.” (2007-31)  

Recommendations to Nominating Committee:  

Continuing Committee encouraged the Nominating Committee to seek ways to resolve 
the difficulties that have been experienced in recent years finding volunteers to serve as 
coordinators for the JFY program at Ghost Ranch. (2007-34)  

Continuing Committee asked Nominating Committee to conduct a search for a third 
representative to “Friends Bulletin,” in accordance with a request from “Friends Bulletin” 
for full representation from IMYM (2007-36)   
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Recommendations to Finance Committee:  

Continuing Committee found that Friends are not prepared to redirect FWCC travel funds 
for other purposes, including direct contributions to FWCC from IMYM.  Monthly 
meetings are encouraged to continue contributing to FWCC as before. (2007-37)  

Continuing Committee recommended an increase from $1000 to $2000 in the allocation 
for the Spiritual Formation Program as a baseline amount for this line item in 2008. 
(2007-38)  

Continuing Committee approved continuing an allocation of $3000 in the 2008 budget to 
support the work of FCNL on immigration and border issues.  (2007-39)  
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Attachment 4  

Treasurer’s Report to Intermountain Yearly Meeting 
11 June 2007  

The 2006 Annual Gathering a year ago was more than completely self-funding, with a 
$5,500 surplus out of the $81,000 in net revenue. This surplus has allowed the Finance 
Committee to minimize room and meal rate increases for the 2007 Gathering.  

Cash flow is healthy, with about 60 percent of 2007 expected monthly meeting 
assessments paid and with IMYM’s officers and representative practicing fiscal restraint 
in administrative costs and travel expenses. IMYM was able to finish last year with a 
$5,300 surplus in general operating funds and continues to have a good cash balance in 
2007. Thanks to all those who made this possible.  

The annual gathering and general fund surpluses have lead to a significant increase in 
IMYM’s available assets since early 2006, increasing funds available for ongoing 
operations, support contributions and unplanned expenses from $25,400 to $38,300 over 
the course of the year.   

It is always a volatile time for IMYM’s cash flow in the first half of the year, with 
assessments and annual gathering registration monies being received and large 
preliminary payments to Ghost Ranch going out. IMYM’s available assets currently are 
strong – we have built up a strong reserve fund and I expect to have no problems in 
meeting expected expenses this year.   

Early this year contributions received by IMYM and designated for the IMYM/AFSC 
Joint Service Project were short of the 2006 budgeted amount of $7,000 by $625. Given 
our healthy level of available assets, I recommended to Continuing Committee this 
January that IMYM make up this difference from our general funds. The Committee 
approved this recommendation and I sent a check to the JSP for that amount.   

This year is the first year we will be making a contribution to the JSP with money coming 
completely out of the recent increase in assessments. This contribution is budgeted at 
$23,670 in 2007. I plan to send a check for this amount once I have made the final 
payment to Ghost Ranch and receive additional assessment payments. 

We have received word from FWCC that Rebecca Wright and Tia Smilack have been 
selected to attend the Friends World Committee for Consultation Meeting in Dublin, 
Ireland, in August 2007. These two Young Friends were appointed last year by the Senior 
Young Friends to attend if way opened.  At the Continuing Committee in January we 
noted the possibility and minuted our support. Way has opened, and Friends who wish to 
offer financial support for this opportunity their can write checks to IMYM earmarked for 
this purpose and give or send them to me (contact information can be found at 
imym.org). 

Submitted by John A. Kretzmann, Treasurer 
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Attachment 5  

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT ----- June 17, 2007  

The committee met on 6/14/07 Bob Schroeder (clerk), John Kretzmann (treasurer), 
Rebecca Henderson and Barb Stephens attended. 

The Finance Committee addressed the following issues.  

IMYM BUDGET: The current proposed IMYM Budget for 2008 is based on the 2007 
Budget, in general we fund mandated expenses and with the balance for travel. We’ve 
increased travel funding for Friends Bulletin Board (line 30) to $2,100 to support travel 
for three. To accommodate this General Administration Misc. expenses were reduced to 
$1,200 and Committee Support for Faith & Practice was eliminated. This assumes no 
major revisions to the Faith & Practice but allocates $4,000 to publish the F&P with the 
expectation that F&P Sales will cover publishing costs. 

Item to note:  

Line 20 FCNL Border Issues – continues at $3,000.  

Line 6  FCNL Border contributions - has been added so that members and meetings can 
make donations. 

Line 35 Spiritual Formation – increased 2007 budget from $1,000 to $3,000 and 
continues with $3,000 in 2008 to support development and expansion of the program. 

Line 23 IMYM/AFSC Joint Service Project – continues at $23,670. IMYM member 
assessments are now $45/member and fully funds IMYM share of the project. 

Line 36 Visitation - Border Conc. -  $2,000 to fund IMYM visitation on Border 
Concerns. 

Line 43 FWCC Triennial - Since the 2009 Triennial is postponed to 2012 these reserves 
contributions have been cut in half to $750/yr for 2008-20011.  This provides FWCC 
Triennial reserves of $4,500 by 12/31/11   

RESERVES: When IMYM unrestricted cash reserves drop below $20,000 the annual 
unrestricted reserve contribution will be reinstated.  We project unrestricted cash reserves 
of ~$18,000 at the end of 12/31/08, so an annual $1,000 Non-committed contribution to 
reserves (line 49) will be reinstated for 2008.  .   

Just to reiterate our current practice: Reserves contains funds for unexpected expenses but 
also contains funds that are spent on either a non-yearly basis, such as FWCC triennial or 
are spent as needed, such as the Tim Shaw fund. These are designated reserve funds.  
The Unrestricted Reserves are needed to support fluctuation in account balances.  

ANNUAL GATHERING:  In 2006 we had a $5,500 surplus compared to a $1,000 deficit 
in 2005. Housing Rates for 2007 have been adjusted to reduce this surplus and cover a 
5% increase in Ghost Ranch rates for 2007. GR rates will rise another 4% in 2008 and 
then increase with inflation.  
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SCHOLARSHIPS:  We’ve simplified the scholarship process with the Registrar 
accepting all scholarships approved by the monthly meetings and notifying the Finance 
Committee when the IMYM scholarships exceed $1700 (plus any specific contributions), 
so we can evaluate the financial impact. Please note that applicants (or their Monthly 
Meeting) for IMYM Scholarships are required to provide a letter from the applicants 
Monthly Meeting requesting the IMYM Scholarship.  

Bob Schroeder, Finance Clerk 
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Attachment 6    

POSITIONS TO BE APPROVED by IMYM June, 2007

POSITION CURRENT MM
STRT at 

the RISE of
END at the 

RISE of YRS
Assistant Clerk Penny Thron-WeberMVMM 2006 2007 ***
Clerk Penny Thron-WeberMVMM 2006 2009 3
Cont Comm Clerk Rand Hirschi SLMM 2007 2009 2
Finance Comm Clerk Bob Schroeder Tempe MM 2007 2008 1
Registrars Brenda Chung LMM 2007 2008 1
Clerk of Comm Review GuideCynthia Smith Moab MM 2007 2010 3
M&C Clerks David Henkel SFMM 2006 2008 ***
Int Group Co-Convenor Eric Swanson UFF 2007 2007 ***
Worship Sharing Convenor Jerry Peterson MVMM 2007 2008 2
**AFSC Corporation Brd Allen Stockbridge UFF 2007 2009 2
**AFSC Corporation Brd David Henkel NMRM 2007 2010 2
**FCNL Rep Bob Pearson NMRM 2007 2010 3
Friends Bulletin Brd Rep Pam Kmetz Ph MM 2007 2009 2
Liaison with Kitchen/disabiliteisSusan Wiley Soc WG 2006 2009 ***

POSITIONS NEEDED FOR UPCOMNING YR- June, 2007
POSITION NOTES
Treasurer We are considering several possibilities, but welcome new ones
JYF Co-Clerk Jane Kroesen will mentor the new Coordinator next year, if needed
JYF Co-Clerk
Children's YM Co-Clerk
Interest Group Convenor
Friends Bulletin Brd Rep
The following positions will be filled by the the committees themselves, but approved by IMYM
Friendly Adult Presences SWF will submit names
Friendly Adult Presences
Faith & Practice Clerk Jim Coates needs to step down and F&P will submit a name

RECOMMENDATION FOR JYF
Nominating committee is exploring new ways to address the chronic difficulty of filling this position.
Our ideas include bringing in more Young Adult Friends (age > 22); hiring others (as is done for JYF)

Please spread the joy of working for IMYM!
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Attachment 7 
AFSC/IMYM Joint Service Project 

Clerks Report to IMYM 2007  

First of all, from all of us involved with the Joint Service Project, we would like to give heartfelt 
thanks to the F(f)riends of IMYM for your clear support of this program, not only in words and 
involvement, but also by your positive action of the significant financial commitment to increase 
support through the IMYM budget from $10,000 to $23,670 in 2007. The three AFSC regions 
continue their annual contribution of $20,400 plus the staff and committee member’s travel and 
time.   

The Joint Service Project was the focus of much activity in 2006. Because of that, the Oversight 
Committee appreciates how much we learned regarding process and management. As Clerk of the 
Oversight Committee to the Joint Service Project, it was a constant reminder to me that this is a 
perpetual evolution and while specific refinements can be achieved and celebrated, changing 
focus continues to require meeting new challenges in these areas.   

We would like to re-affirm our confidence in Mike Gray as the coordinator. We feel that the 
following spirit-led note from David Perkins to the Oversight Committee presented September of 
last year is worth summarizing:   

“JSP represents core testimonies of Friends: Peace/Harmony; Spirit of Love; Community. 
Participants form a Community of Service within the Community of All Creation [the Blessed 
Community/Peaceable Kingdom] We are all flawed and in need of Community to sustain us 
and heal us. This should be seen in the Light of Love, not Judgment; Understanding and 
Healing; Harmony must come first. JSP are community projects; not directive or hierarchical.  
The Coordinator is paid personnel but more importantly acts akin to a Released Friend; a key 
member of the JSP but still subject to the discipline of the community. We must see ourselves 
as members of all of these communities enumerated above. We have a responsibility to 
represent all members of all communities. We do this with group prayer and discernment.  
Our work must be centered in the JSP meetings for worship for business; this is not optional 
but required. Especially when there is conflict or brokenness. We are all under the leadings of 
the Light and the Power; this must be our only authority; we all have this responsibility. We 
must help the whole community to see this particularly in the light of our own brokenness and 
addictions. We have all disregarded and made light of this; this is part of our problem.  
Specifically we must not ignore the mores and customs of the communities we serve. The 
harmony of the community comes first. We must deal with that and the other problems can be 
resolved by Consensus.”  

One of the results from 2006 was the decision by the oversight committee to support a deserved 
and overdue sabbatical for our Coordinator Mike Gray this coming year. Another result is that the 
structure and business of the oversight committee has been more clearly defined. The AFSC 
Central Region associate director is the coordinators supervisor, dealing with personnel issues. 
That representative will necessarily work closely with the Clerk of the Oversight Committee as 
has been occurring.  The role of the body of the Oversight Committee is to work on guiding 
program planning and execution. Now we hope it will become even more clear to IMYM 
members, JSP participants and others with concerns or suggestions regarding JSP that these can 
be expressed through participants’ project evaluations, or directly to the Coordinator or female 
assistant facilitator. Programmatic concerns can also be addressed to the Clerk of the JSPOC 
(hylaeus at cc.usu.edu) and personnel concerns can be addressed to the JSP Coordinator’s 
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supervisor at the AFSC Central Office (moetjen at afsc.org) either through your representative 
or directly.   

Given the geographical area covered by IMYM and the current organizational structure of AFSC, 
the makup of the Oversight Committee seems to be appropriate and well representative of both 
organizations. We are in process on teleconferencing once every other month for improving 
frequency and efficiency in communication among the far flung members of the Oversight 
Committee. Some of those items we are discussing by teleconference are: the job descriptions and 
selection process of the coordinator and assistant; the process of post-project debriefing by the 
coordinator and assistant with the supervisor; long-range planning for JSP’s project sites, 
community relationships, marketing and further clarifying the project decision-making and 
evaluation process.  

We are not doing a project during early days this year [07] because of the timing of Mike’s 
sabbatical and the generally low participation during early days.  During IMYM, we plan to 
provide an interest group, as usual, and also schedule times with SYFs (discussion group) and 
JYFs (movie and discussion group) to present the JSP to them and receive their input on how the 
JSP could best meet their needs in the future (to boost IMYM participation in general as well as 
resolving early days participation). Some possibilities we have considered so far regarding future 
early days are - to work more closely with JYF coordinators on planning, or perhaps a project for 
JYF and parents before early days In ’08. Also considered - possibly connect the early days 
project with Dougla-Prieta Works, the Migrant Center in Agua Prieta, etc. We are in process of 
possibly adding a “Border” project which would provide an opportunity for IMYM youth and 
others to learn about the immigration and border issues first-hand, and to make a contribution to 
humanitarian and environmental efforts on the Border. We will talk with SYF and JYF ‘ers 
during IMYM to see if the interest level (i.e. likely participant numbers) is high enough to pursue 
these ideas.   

Glen Trostle,  
Clerk, JSP Oversight Committee 
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Attachment 8 
IMYM – AFSC Joint Service Project 
Coordinator’s report to IMYM 2007  

The JSP planned nineteen weeks of projects in 2006. Four of those weeks were later canceled 
after they failed to fill. We had 94 participants for those 15 weeks that we did. That total annual 
number is down slightly from last year, but it should be noted that over half of those participants 
were on a project of two weeks in length.  

Our percentage of youth dropped some. Youth comprised 45% of participants in 2006. And the 
percentage of participants from IMYM dropped to a new low, about 20%.  

We did projects in all of the usual locations last year. We reached our fundraising goal last year. 
IMYM formally increased their contribution to the JSPOC. And we added in one major success to 
our year.  

Our project in Louisiana was pulled together quickly after grant money was made available by 
AFSC. A grant from the Canadian Friends Service Committee and our own fundraising more than 
matched AFSC’s grant. These funds did not help our annual budget at all. Since it was earmarked 
for Louisiana, it had to be spent there. About 40% of our participants went to Louisiana, even 
though the four weeks there, were less than 30% of our offering. Many participants expressed 
interest in returning to Louisiana.  

I believe that our project in Louisiana was successful, by any measure. Even so, the JSPOC chose 
not to return for another project there at this time. The need and interest are still there, but it is a 
long way from home, which is one reason that we had such a low turnout from IMYM. It would 
also be prohibitively expensive without the subsidy from grants. Our earmarked fundraising 
competed against our annual fundraising. And the timing limited youth participation.  

 One lesson I drew from that project is that many of our regular participants are eager to go to 
new locations for a project. For that reason, and because I am always trying to find a way to 
involve more IMYM participants, I will be looking at some new project offerings closer to home 
in the coming year.  

Coincidently, as the JSPOC is rethinking some of our work, I have become eligible for a 
sabbatical this year. I have been ten years now, full time at this task, and everyone agrees I am 
ready for a break. We will still be doing some projects this year, but not as many. And I hope to 
come back in the fall with some fresh ideas to address some of the problems that have vexed us in 
the past.  

Spring 2007 projects  

The Joint Service Project has a need for adult female co-facilitators for all projects. We are 
developing a job description for the website to better explain this position. We may need one or 
two co-facilitators before the description is finalized. If you have some experience working with 
intergenerational groups and would like to participate in a project in this way, contact Mike Gray.  

We will be doing projects in Mexico this spring. We are currently recruiting participants for a 
project in El Desemboque de los Seris, April 7 – 14, 2007, immediately following a workshop at 
South Central Yearly Meeting on our work in Louisiana.  
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We will not be going to Pine Ridge this summer. I will be taking an extended Sabbatical instead, 
working in Mexico.   

If you would be interested in joining us for experiential service learning along the border, please 
let me know so we can determine if there is enough active interest for this sort of project in the 
future.  

Proposed Fall projects  

 

End of October /Day of the Dead - bean harvest in the Sierra Madres of Mexico 

 

Thanksgiving – TBA (probably Desemboque) 

 

1st weekend Dec – celebration of Native American Arts and Foods at the Heard 
Museum in Phoenix 

In service, 
Mike Gray  
Coordinator of Joint Service Project  

Mike Gray 
2852 W. Gamez Road 
Benson, AZ 85602 phone: 
520-907-6321 (cell) 
520-212-4696 (home) 
mgray@afsc.org  
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Attachment 9 
Spiritual Formation Offerings at IMYM  

April 20, 2007  

Dear IMYM Friends  

Early Days Opening Retreat:  This is to update you about the plans to provide a home-
grown Spiritual Formation program across the Yearly Meeting beginning this Fall. We'd 
especially like those who are “far-flung” Friends or part of a small worship group, if you 
are already registered for IMYM Early Days, please consider signing up for the Spiritual 
Formation Opening Retreat during the early days of this year’s IMYM 2007.   

The Opening Retreat will be held at Ghost Ranch Mon. evening, June 11 (7-9m), 
Tuesday, June 12 (9-5), and Wednesday morning, June 13 (9-11:45am). All are welcome, 
but this Opening Retreat is especially for Friends in IMYM who live in more isolated 
areas or who are part of small worship groups who would like to make the commitment 
to participate fully in a Spiritual Formation program (see below).  Friends are invited to 
sign up with 2 or 3 others who would become a small Spiritual Nurture and 
Accountability Group that would meet monthly during the course of the upcoming year. 
If a Friend would like to sign up but does not have that small group already figured out, 
that’s OK. The facilitators would hook those individual Friends up with each other during 
the Opening Retreat so that they could meet by phone during the year.   

We also welcome Friends to sign up who are part of a Monthly Meeting that is thinking 
about hosting their own Opening Retreat and Spiritual Formation Program beginning this 
Fall, and who would like to get a “hands-on” understanding of the Program.  

Interest Group:  We will also offer an Interest Group on Thursday afternoon of IMYM, 
“How to Set Up a Spiritual Formation Opening Retreat,” for anyone who is interested in 
bringing the Program to his/her Meeting this Fall. We will be available throughout Yearly 
Meeting to answer questions and help plan for an upcoming year of creating deeper 
connection among Friends and Meetings in IMYM, and promoting spiritual growth, 
individually and across the Yearly Meeting as a whole. We urge you to take advantage of 
the opportunity and we welcome you as fellow Friends on the journey. If you aren’t 
totally convinced yet, just wait until you hear this year’s IMYM plenary speaker, 
Margery Mears Larrabee on this year’s theme “Deepening our Spiritual Connections!”  
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(Just print page 1 for a  1-page description of IMYM offerings for the Spiritual Formation 
Program.) 

Plans for Spiritual Formation Programs this Fall  

Already several meetings are beginning to make plans to host Opening Retreats and 
Spiritual Formation programs this Fall. So there should be an opening somewhere near 
most Friends in a few months.   

Choosing to participate in the IMYM Spiritual Formation program is not a decision to 
make lightly. There are three ongoing parts, (not including the Opening and Closing 
Retreats), and participants are expected to commit to all three for the approximately nine-
month program. The first is a 15-minute daily spiritual practice—a practice that can 
change over the course of the program. The second is a small Spiritual Nurture and 
Accountability Group of three or four people that would meet monthly to reflect and 
pray. The third is a Reading Response group (composed of two or three Spiritual Nurture 
and Accountability Groups) that would meet monthly to reflect on assigned readings. If 
you did choose to make participation in the Spiritual Formation program a top priority in 
your life, we hope and believe that these three parts would assist you in expanding and 
deepening your spiritual life, as well as deepening and strengthening your ties with other 
Friends in your Meeting, worship group, and/or in IMYM.  

The IMYM Ad-Hoc Spiritual Formation Committee is finishing up the coordination of a 
pilot Spiritual Formation Program with over 30 Boulder Meeting Friends. The year has 
gone remarkably well and reports coming out of Boulder have been very positive. The 
Ad-Hoc Committee, in addition to planning responsibilities, turned itself into a phone 
based Spiritual Nurture Accountability Group to see how well that could work for  
Friends who don’t live near each other. It has been a very successful experience—even 
silent worship works, once you get used to it.  

Sincerely, 
IMYM Ad-Hoc Spiritual Formation Committee  

Bruce Thron-Weber, Ruth Montague, Andy Bardwell of Mountain View Meeting 
Wyn Lewis of Santa Fe Meeting 
Peter Anderson, a far-flung Friend in Colorado 
Kitty Ufford-Chase of Pima Meeting 
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Attachment #10 
Report from the IMYM Ad Hoc Spiritual Formation Committee  

June 15, 2007  

Dear IMYM Friends,  

This report comes to you from the Ad Hoc Spiritual Formation Committee, approved at 
last year’s IMYM gathering to develop a Yearly Meeting-wide Spiritual Formation 
program over a two-year period.  

During this past year, we worked with Boulder Monthly Meeting’s Ministry and Worship 
Committee to create a Front Range Spiritual Formation program that began with an 
Opening Retreat last October and ended with a Closing Retreat in early June.  Thirty 
people from Boulder Meeting, four people from Mountain View Meeting, and the six 
members of the IMYM Spiritual Formation Committee took part.  During the 
approximately nine-month program, participants met monthly with their Spiritual Nurture 
and Accountability groups (small groups of 3 to 5 people) and separately, with their 
Reading Response groups, and developed a daily spiritual practice.  The Opening Retreat 
was facilitated by Kathryn Damiano with assistance from the IMYM Committee.  
Kathryn Damiano was a founder of the PYM School of the Spirit – a training program for 
spiritual nurturers and an experienced retreat leader.  

Overall, the Spirit moved in ways we could not have imagined.  It was evident to those 
who participated in Boulder’s Opening Retreat that there was a palpable spiritual hunger 
in the room and that participants welcomed this opportunity for some added structure and 
support to deepen their spiritual lives.  Feedback at the end of the program indicated a 
keener spiritual presence and awareness.  In particular, participants felt the deep listening 
and sharing of their varied experiences contributed greatly to their spiritual growth.  
Boulder’s Ministry and Worship Committee reported a strengthening and deepening of 
the meeting for worship and its vocal ministry during the program year.  

During the Early Days of this year’s IMYM gathering, we facilitated an Opening Retreat 
for scattered Friends and those interested in learning more about the program to take it 
back to their Meetings.  Fifteen participants from ten Meetings and Worship Groups took 
part.  Most of the participants came away with a greater understanding of the value of the 
program and an eagerness to take it back to their Monthly Meetings.  This retreat was 
wholly facilitated by the IMYM Committee.  An Interest Group is being offered this 
afternoon to outline the steps people can take to help their Meetings and Worship Groups 
consider and implement the program, should they choose.  

Throughout this year, we have been learning to trust the movement of the Spirit.  We will 
continue to respond to Program requests as way opens.  Meetings and Worship Groups 
will need to discern the spiritual hunger and level of commitment within their 
communities, as well as their financial resources to offer the program.  We hope that 
IMYM will help out financially so that money does not prevent a Meeting or Worship 
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Group from offering a Spiritual Formation program.  To that end, we recommend $5000 
be set aside that could be drawn upon as needed.  We estimate that $5000 would allow 
three or more Meetings and Worship Groups to offer the Program, depending on the 
resources of the Meetings or Worship Groups.  

We appreciate this opportunity to respond to the spiritual needs of the Yearly Meeting.  

Sincerely,  

Ruth Montague, Bruce Thron-Weber, Wyn Lewis, Andy Bardwell, Kitty Ufford-Chase, 
and Peter Anderson. 
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Attachment 11 
REPORT TO INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING 

FAITH AND PRACTICE COMMITTEE 
APRIL 20, 2006  

Members of the Committee 
Phil Brewster, Salt Lake City 
Jim Coates, clerk, Gila 
Phyllis Hoge, Albuquerque 
Diane LeResche, Santa Fe 
Gusten Lutter, Mountainview 
Ginger Morgan, Colorado Springs 
Roland Pool, Santa Fe 
Martha Roberts, Mountainview 
Leslie Stephens, Boulder 
Kathi Sutton, recording clerk, Durango 
Doris Tyldesley, Tempe 
LaDonna Wallen, Tempe  

Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups of the Yearly Meeting have been using the draft 
of the Intermountain Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice since it was presented at the 
IMYM Annual Gathering at Ghost Ranch, NM in June 2006.  It has been a period of 
silent reflective seasoning during which individuals, Monthly Meetings, and Worship 
Groups have incorporated the IMYM Faith and Practice into their worship, business, 
and spiritual education practices.  Committee members have visited Monthly Meetings 
and Worship Groups to encourage this use and seasoning.  

A Threshing Session for the IMYM Faith and Practice will be held during the IMYM 
Annual Gathering at Ghost Ranch in June 2007.  During the business session at 4:00 
p.m., Thursday, June 14, the Meeting will speak to its concerns about the draft.  The 
Committee will take these comments, suggestions, and responses into consideration and 
report back to the Meeting, during its 4:00 p.m. Friday business session, its thoughts 
about proceeding with the development of the IMYM Faith and Practice.  

Dependent upon the comments received at the Threshing Session, the Committee will 
gather and consider further comments, suggestions, and concerns from the wider IMYM 
community during the period of June 2007 through January 2008.  If possible, based on 
the number of revisions needed, a published book of IMYM Faith and Practice may be 
available by June 2008.  

The Committee wishes to thank all those who have made this work possible including its 
former members, the Monthly Meetings that have served as hosts for Committee 
Meetings and have used and seasoned the IMYM Faith and Practice, and all the 
members and attenders of Intermountain Yearly Meeting who have contributed ideas or 
suggestions, or held the Committee in the Light as it worked. We hope that Friends find 
the IMYM Faith and Practice to reflect our community and its beliefs and practices and 
it has served as a valuable resource for individuals, Monthly Meetings, and Worship 



 

- 46 - 

Groups during the seasoning period.  We respectfully request Friends provide their 
thoughts to the Committee during the Threshing Session and continued seasoning period 
with the anticipation that Intermountain Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice will find a 
valuable place in the life of Friends and our Yearly Meeting.  

Jim Coates, clerk  
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Attachment 12 
2006 REPORT TO IMYM FROM THE REPRESENTATIVES TO THE 

GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE FRIENDS COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION   

Despite a political climate in the 109th Congress that was inhospitable to the concerns of FCNL, 
several accomplishments were achieved by grassroots and staff lobbying.  Some “successes” 
prevented undesirable actions from being taken, others involved desirable legislation, and yet 
others raised the profile of ongoing issues.  

“Preventive” results included stalling legislation to authorize domestic spying, blocking 
confirmation of John Bolton as ambassador to the UN, and placing conditions on the legislation 
to provide nuclear fuel and technology to India.  “Desirable” legislation involved barring funding 
for permanent U.S. military bases in Iraq, increasing funding for peacekeepers in Darfur, drafting 
measures for economic and political pressure on the government of Sudan, preserving native 
American languages, and renewing the Voting Rights Act.  

Important initiatives that were not passed by the end of the session, but highlight important issues 
and may gain more support in the current Congress, include a ban on new landmines (FCNL is 
the current coordinator of the national campaign to ban landmines), increased funding for 
programs to safeguard nuclear weapons materials, and establishing green environmental and 
energy efficiency standards for the thousands of federal buildings across the country.  

In line with our longstanding concerns with respect to immigration and border issues, Friends in 
IMYM will be pleased to learn that FCNL now has two people working in this area: Ruth Flower, 
Senior Legislative Secretary, and Emiko Guthe, intern.  They work with AFSC on lobbying, and 
are part of the Interfaith Immigration Coalition, which in turn is part of the Coalition on 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform.  A summary of the elements that FCNL wants to be part of 
immigration reform can be found at the website (www.fcnl.org).  

The legislative program of FCNL can grow as our finances and numbers of activists grow.  Our 
new building is paid for, with over  $500,000 on hand for maintenance and repairs.  Our budget 
has increased from $1-2 million in 2001 to $4 million in 2007, with numbers of staff increasing in 
that period from 25 to nearly 40.  FCNL now has 10 interns helping with different parts of the 
program.  Much effort is going into increasing the involvement of Friends and others in the 
educational and advocacy work of FCNL.  To direct this growth in the years ahead, a Futures 
Committee has been established, to consider how best to empower the Quaker witness.  They will 
survey Meetings as to what balance Friends want in FCNL between lobbying and education, how 
inclusive FCNL should be with respect to non-Friends, and what additional steps can be taken to 
become more effective.  

At the Annual Meeting we were told that we have a window of opportunity to effect a dramatic 
change in our country, perhaps lasting only for about the first six months of this year, before the 
2008 campaign gets into high gear.  Such an opportunity may not come again for many years, and 
we must take advantage of it.  

We IMYM members noted progress in involving Senior Young Friends in FCNL. At least two 
have been sponsored to come to the Annual Meeting, and we will continue to encourage 
nominating committees to find possible representatives from among them.  We planned to 

http://www.fcnl.org
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encourage Senior Young Friends to undertake letter-writing directed towards a legislative 
concern during Yearly Meeting, and hope that they will organize this to involve all those 
attending.  

Bill Hobson, Arizona, Nominating Committee 
Paula Van Dusen, Colorado 
Susan Worthman, Colorado  
Mary Burton Riseley, New Mexico, Policy Committee 
Bob Pearson, New Mexico, Field Committee 
Elaine Emmi, Utah,  
DeAnne Butterfield, At-Large Member, Development Committee 
Hal Wright, At-Large Member, Assistant Clerk of General Committee, Executive Committee, 
Futures Committee  
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Attachment 13 
Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC)  

Report to IMYM Annual Gathering 2007  

FWCC was set up at the 1937 World Conference of Friends in Swarthmore, 
Pennsylvania, USA, "to act in a consultative capacity to promote better understanding 
among Friends worldwide." FWCC consists of four sections: Europe and Middle East 

Section, Section of the Americas, Africa Section, Asia-West Pacific Section. 

The Section of the Americas (SoA) annual meeting was held in Providence, 
Rhode Island on March 15-18 2007.  The theme was:  “God is able to provide you with 
every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may 
share abundantly in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8) and “The rendering of the 
ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 
thanksgivings to God” (2 Corinthians 9:12).  Bernard Lafayette provided our keynote 
discussion, drawing on his experiences in the Civil Rights movement during the 1950s 
and 1960s working with Martin Luther King, Jr, and many others.  

Over two hundred Friends were present, representing our unprogrammed, pastoral 
and evangelical traditions.  Central and south America had a small contingent, with 
Friends from Mexico, Jamaica, El Salvador, and Peru. Friends from Ireland were also 
present. Intermountain Yearly Meeting was represented by Jerry Peterson, Mountain 
View-Denver (term as FWCC representative ending 12/2007),  Cheryl Speir-Phillips, 
Gila Meeting (term as FWCC representative 1/2006 – 12/2008), Chris Viavant, Salt Lake 
City (term as FWCC representative 1/2007 – 12/09), and Cathy Amanti, Pima-Tucson 
(1/2006 – 12/2008).   

Reports on the business of the Section were presented, along with presentations 
on the good work of Quakers around the hemisphere. The Quaker United Nations 
Organization (QUNO) has been reorganized to provide both greater continuity and a 
governance structure that is more reflective of the Quaker support. QUNO has offices in 
New York and Geneva, with our Section involvement more focused on New York. We 
also have a Board seat on the Geneva governing board. The governing Board for New 
York is now composed of equal representation from FWCC nominated members (from 
all sections) and AFSC nominated members. Our efforts are directed at bringing parties 
in conflict together in a safe and non-political environment where issues can be discussed 
outside the formal frameworks of the UN. Ron Callard, a career diplomat with the US 
Department of State, has taken on the role of Director. Ron brings extensive knowledge 
of both international issues, and of the often arcane processes of international diplomacy. 
We are engaged in the larger UN-related conflicts, such as Iraq, Sudan, Israel-Palestine 
and others. Particular attention is focused on less high-profile conflicts including northern 
Uganda, the Congo, Chechnya and Zimbabwe.    

Friends Peace Teams work is expanding around the African Great Lakes, 
Colombia, and on-going with our presence in Palestine. The Section is again sponsoring 
the second Quaker Initiate to End Torture (QUIT) at Guilford College in early June 
through the Peace Issues Working Group. The Committee of Latin American Friends 
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(COAL) conducts workshops and visitation for Spanish-speaking Friends in many venues 
around the hemisphere, and these workshops are well attended and very well received. 
We also continue to expand the Spanish language written materials that are essential to 
deepen our connections with friends outside the United States and Canada. Our Quaker 
Youth Pilgrimage in 2006 introduced young Friends to history, current activities and 
service in the Midwest United States. The QYP for 2008 will be in England, and anyone 
interested is encouraged to make plans and set aside their time either as leaders or 
participants (generally aged 16 – 18 in 2008). Many other activities and reports were 
included, and they are available for review at the SoA Website, www.fwccamericas.org.   

Co-clerks for the Southwest Region of FWCC are Cheryl Speir-Phillips (IMYM-NM) and Anne 
Boone (PYM-CA). A committee meeting was held with representatives from IMYM, PYM and WARSF 
(Western Association of the Religious Society of Friends).  The primary focus was to decide if a regional 
meeting could happen for FWCC interaction with Evangelical Friends, FUM, and others Friends 
Church's and Meetings in the Southwest Region.  There was much sharing and information and 
fellowship with a sense of what may occur.  We will continue to pursue this during the upcoming 
months.

   

Section finances continue to be a topic of much interest and concern. Our overall 
operating deficit at the Section level is declining, but we use reserves each year and have 
done so for many years. This affects the World Office as well, since the bulk of World 
Office financing comes through the Section of the Americas and Britain Yearly Meeting. 
The World Office is now operating with a minor surplus after restructuring, but as 
support from the SoA has declined their ability to expand programs and services is 
constrained. The Development Committee reported that our Campaign has raised almost 
$1.9 million, and this is exciting news. However, we have much to do to meet even our 
basic goal of $2.5 million by the end of 2007. Friends are encouraged to contribute 
generously.    

Plans are well under way for the 2007 Triennial in Dublin, Ireland. IMYM will be 
represented by Cheryl Speir-Phillips, Jerry Peterson and Becca Wright. Tia Smilack will 
be attending as an observer. The World Office Executive Committee has confirmed their 
decision to postpone the subsequent Triennial, probably to 2012. This decision is partly 
financial, but more importantly the delay will provide time to season and find guidance 
regarding growing concerns and difficulties for Friends from developing nations who 
face increasing barriers to traveling to the United States and Europe.    

The IMYM Committee for FWCC notes the progress that the Section of the 
Americas has made in improving our financial outcomes each year, and of the significant 
efforts of the Section Staff and Development Committee in raising both the profile of 
FWCC and fund for operations. We are also mindful of Intermountain Yearly Meeting’s 
own financial needs. We are requesting that the IMYM Meeting for Worship for Business 
approve the following action. The IMYM Finance Committee will include our historic 
practice of budgeting $1,500 each year for FWCC. However, rather than keeping these 
funds in reserve to support travel costs for our representatives to attend the next 
Triennial, the Treasurer will remit this amount directly to the Section of the Americas 
office as an annual contribution. We ask that this continue until we are three years out 
from the next Triennial, at which time these funds will again be held in reserve as has 

http://www.fwccamericas.org
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been our practice. The Committee anticipates that this would be in effect for 2008 and 
2009 at the minimum. We also recommend that Finance Committee continue to budget 
$500 per year to be held in reserve until the next Triennial to be sent directly to the World 
Office to support the travel costs of Friends whose own Yearly Meetings have fewer 
financial resources than ours.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Jerry Peterson j.r.pete@comcast.net 

Cheryl Speir-Phillips cspap@zianet.com 

Chris Viavant  cviavant@msn.com      
Cathy Amanti  cbamanti@msn.com    
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Attachment 14 
FWCC Western Field Staff Activities for 2006  

Nancy Yarnall, Western Field Staff 
FWCC Section of the Americas 
800 NE Tenney Rd., Ste. 110/PMB 340 
Vancouver, WA 98685  
503-970-2512 
nancyy@fwccamericas.org     

January – Margaret Fraser, Executive Secretary, and I traveled among Friends in Northern 
California and Oregon. A highlight of this trip was an overnight with Cilde Grover, 
former Executive Secretary. 

February – Estudio español para ir a Chiquimula con todos los Amigos!  
March – I attended WARSF (Western Association of the Religious Society of Friends) and 

then Berkley Heritage Day, “God’s Agenda for us; Will we cooperate?” then off to Guatemala 
for Annual Meeting. 

May – I took the train to Vancouver, BC, then drove with Friends to Sorrento, BC, for 
Western Half Yearly Meeting, Canada where I gave a report on FWCC and Annual 
Meeting in Guatemala. 

June – I attended Evangelical Friends Church Southwest in Southern California, “God’s Story, 
Our Story.” At the end of the month, I attended North Pacific Yearly Meeting in 
Tacoma, WA. “NPYM History” 

July – I started the month at Friends General Conference in Tacoma, WA then attended 
Northwest Yearly , “Celebrating Jesus,” at the end of the month. 

August – Pacific Yearly Meeting met at the University of Redlands where they considered a 
year of discernment; a sabbatical year. Loida Fernandez and I traveled among Friends. 

October – Margaret Fraser and I visited Friends in Washington State, after which I sat in on 
meetings of Quaker Youth Pilgrimage and Finance Committees in Seattle. 

November – We started planning for the Northwest Regional Gathering which will be March 
2-3, 2007 at Reedwood Friends Church, Portland, OR. 

December – We sent out flyers for the Northwest Regional Gathering. Theme: Poverty, 
Compassion and Economic Justice. Speaker: Colin Saxton, Superintendent, Northwest Yearly 
Meeting. 

March 2007 – We had an incredible FWCC Northwest Regional Gathering in Portland, OR 
with 17 workshops and over 130 Friends in attendance.    

Special Travel  
In August, Loida Fernandez, Secretary of COAL, and I traveled among PYM and 

WARSF Friends in Southern California. We then flew to North Carolina to visit with Friends. 
We had several visits with Friends at Friends Home, the Quaker retirement center in 
Greensboro. We also enjoyed an enactment of North Carolina Quaker Women’s history at the 
North Carolina United Society of Friends Women.  

Financial Campaign  
As Western staff I am on the Campaign Committee, providing an additional Western 

perspective for the Campaign.  I have had the opportunity to meet with Friends in their homes 
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and find out what is important to them. And Friends have been so generous in their support of 
the work of FWCC.   

Office/Staff  
I continue to work out of my office here in Vancouver, WA. My office often becomes a 

center of communication among Friends in the west as Friends seek information about each 
other. While at a distance from the Section office, I met with staff at Annual Meeting and at a 
staff retreat in the Poconos in August.   We’re also in frequent communication by conference 
calls, individual conversations, and e-mail.  

I receive Newsletters from Meetings and Churches throughout the west. Monthly or 
every other month, I compile a summary of events from those Newsletters and distribute these 
summaries to my western (U.S.) distribution list. Let me know if you’d like me to add you to the 
list.   

Personal   
I’ve moved to a small apartment in east Vancouver (WA) and share custody of our cats with 

my ex-husband.. I (aka GramJam) and Sophie (my almost 3-year-old granddaughter) have weekly 
visits. My travels are balanced by my membership at Bridge City Meeting (Portland, OR) (where I am 
recording clerk), and my sense of deep fellowship with these Friends. Last month I returned to the 
Olympic Peninsula, the place where my heart is and the scene of many camping trips, to celebrate 
being “officially old” with my children and grandchildren.     
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Attachment 15  

AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102    

April 10, 2007  

EPISTLE TO FRIENDS EVERYWHERE   

Dear Friends in Intermountain Yearly Meeting,  

Once again it is spring and time for the American Friends Service Committee to send 
Friends everywhere our warmest greetings.  We are encouraged and humbled by all the 
letters, phone calls, e-mails and notes of support we receive.    

In looking back at this past year it is both amazing and truly encouraging to note what a 
difference new forms of communication are making in our organization and in the 
interpretation of our programs.  The Spirit is certainly aided by technology.  

Our website reaches 125,000 people every month.  Our regular and e-mail newsletters 
keep almost 200,000 people in touch.  Both engage supporters to participate in lobbying 
our government representatives to make our voices heard on peace, immigration and 
other issues. Our clerk, Paul Lacey was interviewed on National Public Radio in 
December about the prospects for world peace.    

Technology is enabling us to share our message--not just about what we do, but about the 
spiritual imperatives that move us to do it--broadly and deeply.  As we look to the future 
we have a sense of excitement about the possibilities we see for supporting the work of 
the Spirit.   

Last September President Ahmadinejad of Iran initiated a meeting with the Mennonite 
Central Committee through which 45 religious leaders were able to meet with him in 
New York.  Paul Lacey and Mary Ellen McNish, along with others from AFSC, 
participated.  It was a welcome opening, and it was and followed by an invitation for a 
religious delegation to visit Iran in February.  Mary Ellen McNish, Geri Sicola, Jessica 
Huber and Jonathan Evans participated in the delegation to Iran, which was able to meet 
many Iranians and go into greater depth concerning the issues that lead to distrust 
between Iran, the U.S. and other countries.  It is impossible to know how these face-to-
face meetings affect the future, but we do know that resorting to violence is never the 
answer.  We hope to continue this dialogue and keep doors open.  More ongoing 
consultation is carried out quietly by the 6 Quaker International Affairs Representatives 
who met with their peers from other Friends service organizations and the Quaker United 
Nations Offices last December. 
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Meanwhile our work in reconstruction in Indonesia continues thanks to the generous 
outpouring of contributions for the survivors of the Tsunami.  We are helping to build 
houses and sanitation facilities and supporting coops, which are making fishing nets and 
sewing clothes.  And we are bringing together those parties who were in conflict before 
the devastation so that healing and cooperation can take place.  

It is hard in a brief epistle to decide what we should lift up to share with you. 

 

It might be the opportunities for young people in the Mexico Summer Project, the 
China Summer Workcamp, the AFSC/Intermountain Yearly Meeting Joint Service 
Projects, or the AFSC/Southern California Quarterly Meeting Youth Service Project 
where young people work on community projects and explore peace and justice 
concerns in the spirit and manner of Friends. 

 

It might be the two new offices established in Biloxi and New Orleans working with 
the communities most deeply affected by hurricane Katrina, particularly those with 
low incomes, who need legal assistance in order to return to their homes.    

 

It might be the support provided to the homeless in Concord, New Hampshire, where 
we work with the First Congregational Church in providing immediate shelter and 
then longer term support to find housing and make sure people get the benefits to 
which they are entitled.   

 

It might be the Austin, Texas project working with the Comite Fronterizo de Obreras 
to aid maquiladora workers learn about and stand up for their rights.   

 

It might be the 740 temporary shelters for people in Zimbabwe forcibly evicted from 
their homes.   

 

It might be the peace gardens in Bosnia and Herzegovina where 2,000 gardeners—
widows, pensioners, students, refugees, prisoners, and the mentally challenged—
grow their own vegetables. 

 

It might be the Let Justice Roll Living Wage Campaign, we helped to found, which is 
improving the lives of working people in the U.S. by galvanizing support for state and 
federal living wage legislation.  It was recently successful in passing new state living 
wage levels in West Virginia.  

All these projects and many others have changed individual lives for the better by 
bringing groups together, providing support so that they can develop their own strength.  

There is a hunger and thirst for peaceful coexistence in the U.S. and overseas.  The hard 
part is changing our leaders’ narrow vision of the methods that can be used to achieve it.  

This year we are celebrating our 90th birthday, and the 60th anniversary of the award of 
the Nobel Peace Prize to Friends.  We are following in the footsteps of amazing Friends 
who would be happy to learn of all that is going on in their name, but would not want us 
to relax for one moment until we have brought peace and stability to our fellow human 
beings.    

We are mindful that we have mourned the 4th anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Iraq, the 
loss of well over 100,000 Iraqi civilians and over 3,300 U.S. soldiers. 
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We invite you to join us in a renewed commitment to making the world a more just and 
peaceful place.   

In friendship and peace,  

Paul Lacey    Mary Ellen McNish 
Clerk     General Secretary  




