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FWCC Report to Intermountain Yearly Meeting (June 2018)
“We envision a thriving and integrated network of Friends from the Arctic to the Andes,
woven together in transformative faith, learning to love, listen, and witness”
- Vision Statement of the Section of the Americas

Dear FriendsGreetings from Friends across the Americas and around the World. THANK YOU for your support! And
thank you for being part of this large and diverse community.
This spring, our NM Regional Meeting was blessed to host one of the Friends World
Committee for Consultation (FWCC) Traveling Ministers – Debbie Humphreys.
Would your Meeting like to do the same?
The Traveling Ministry Corps is at the center of FWCC’s renewed efforts toward
intervisitation – getting Friends to meet and get to know one another in worship
Debbie Humphreys,
and service. It’s not about sending a few representatives off to remote gatherings
a Friend in the
(which still happen but less frequently these days). It’s about knitting all of us
FWCC Traveling
Ministry Corps
together across the geographic and theological borders that seem to separate us.
In a world fraught with division, our deeper Unity gives witness to a common Light
that calls us into fellowship.
Quakers have always encouraged those called to ministry to travel among Meetings. Last Spring, the
FWCC community blessed and sent forth the first seven traveling ministers. Since then, an additional
English-speaking corps was called, and, most recently, our first Latin American corps was trained in La
Paz, Bolivia. Just like Debbie, these Friends are ready to visit and speak with those willing to host them,
this time in Spanish. (And it is
important to recall that almost as many
Friends in the Americas speak Spanish
as English – 28,000 in Bolivia alone!)
Back here in the Intermountain region,
Cheryl Speir Phillips volunteers as a
Representatives Coordinator for the
Southwest Region. Rob Pierson serves
on the Executive Committee for the
Section of the Americas. Barbara
Stephans is our new representative out
of Colorado Regional Meeting. Please
bug us with your questions about
Friends worldwide. We may not always
know, but we can find out. Better yet,
ask us to visit and talk to your Meeting!

More Friends in the FWCC Traveling Ministry Corps

Mark your calendars now for next spring 2019. The Section of the Americas meeting only happens
every other year, and this coming spring it will be relatively nearby, in the middle of the United States
near Kansas City. What is alive and life-giving in this work is learning to encounter very different kinds
of people and finding something deeper, a common Spirit, moving among us. Come and see what’s
going on among your fellow Friends from across the Americas!
Would you like to attend an FWCC event? Learn about QUNO, the Quaker presence at the U.N.? Be a
translator? Connect to other Friends who may not look, speak, or worship as you do? Invite a
traveling minster? Be a traveling minister? If you would like to learn more, one place to start is the
FWCC website: http://fwccamericas.org/. Look at the young faces of those Latin American traveling
ministers. Where are the youth in our region we’d like to connect with this wider world? And can you
volunteer your skills to help them –
anything from writing to event
organizing, from administration to
fundraising. FWCC is driven by volunteer
power. FWCC is not the one or two staff
people in an office in Philadelphia. It is
all of us Friends scattered over the
continents bringing our calls and gifts to
this community. We need your help.
We need your prayers. And we need
your donations.1 You’re already part of
Yet more Friends,
a larger world than you might have
this time the FWCC Section of the Americas Executive Committee
imagined. Come and see!
With peace and love,
Rob Pierson / Albuquerque Monthly Meeting, robpierson0@gmail.com
p.s. – Don’t forget to make plans to celebrate the next World Quaker Day – 7 October 2018 – at your
Meeting. See http://www.worldquakerday.org/ for ideas.

1

In our Yearly Meeting, IMYM budgets some support for representatives (not enough to cover even basic travel) and an
occasional donation to help representatives from countries with fewer resources. Otherwise donations to FWCC are at the
Meeting and individual level. Does your Meeting budget support for FWCC? Individual donations and bequests are, of
course, very welcome! Go to http://fwccamericas.org/ and click on the DONATE button near the top of the webpage.
There’s no “per capita” for being part of this worldwide community; it’s all “pay as led”!

Friends Peace Teams (FPT) – Delegates’ Report to IMYM for Documents in Advance, May 2018

Anastasia Ebi and Thomas Martin serve as your representatives on the Council of FPT, its governing body. We are
grateful for this opportunity. Thank you.
Over the past year FPT has continued its substantial transition in structure and governance. We thoroughly examined
our origins as well as the principles and values approved by the founders of FPT, recorded our current practice in the
manner of Friends, proposed changes, and seasoned them. At our annual meeting, this year held in the meetinghouse
of Nashville Friends Meeting in April, we reviewed all five documents again: (1) Guidelines for MOUs and Letters of
Agreement; (2) Delegation of Authority; (3) Bylaws of the Corporation; (4) Structure; (5) Conflict of Interest Statement.
In right order, we approved them all in a welcomed unanimity, invigorating and nourishing for us all.
Another transition for us is that the volunteer leadership (e.g. coordinators) in two of our three initiatives, AGLI (African
Great Lakes Initiative) and PLA (Peacebuilding in Las Americas) has now shifted to part-time paid staff. Each initiative
has a Working Group that carries the authority and responsibility for the guidance and supervision of its work.
Previously those working groups functioned only as support for the volunteer coordinator in charge of the initiative.
Now with a paid staff member as coordinator, each Working Group must actively supervise and direct that coordinator
—an all-new challenge.
Even so, we still wanted to and will retain our bottom-up practice in the manner of Friends that has served us so well
and has distinguished us as a Quaker organization operating in the manner of Friends. We try hard not to succumb to
the temptation of top-down that has led so many Quaker organizations into deep challenges and difficulties in recent
years.
And all along the way, the peace work by volunteers with local partner organizations in violence-torn communities
proceeds vigorously with remarkable success. Our stories of peace are recorded in our newsletter – PeaceWays. The
current issue is Spring-Summer 2018, and Friends are encouraged to bring copies home to their monthly meetings.
Kindly pick up your copy(s) please, at our table near the windows in the main meeting room for our business sessions at
Ghost Ranch.
For another year FPT has kept administrative expenses low, actually below 11%, by careful budgeting, planning, and
spending. The vast majority of our donations are devoted to program—the actual peace work on the ground. Very few
administrative responsibilities or tasks are required from those doing that peace work – only brief reports of the
workshops, activities and events, and receipts and documentation that funds requested and provided were actually used
for those purposes.
This year we welcomed three new part-time staff members: Allie Prescott as Communications Specialist with PLA; Anne
Hutchinson as Publicist with AGLI; and Bess Keller as Communications Specialist for FPT.
Please know that there are many opportunities for you and members and attenders of your monthly meeting to
participate in our work with one or more of our initiatives. We also have many at-home opportunities to serve in admin
tasks that do not require international travel. Kindly see Ana or Tom at Ghost Ranch for more information.
As always, we are very grateful for the spiritual and financial support of so many Friends,
Ana Ebi <anastaciaeasterling@gmail.com> and Tom Martin <fireflytom@mindspring.com>

To Intermountain Yearly Meeting

May 2018

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus. … May
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:5, 13
Dear Friends,
We send you loving greetings from the Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) World Office in London
– and from across the world. We extend our best wishes for a full and gathered yearly meeting. We appreciate the yearly
meeting’s continuing work of strengthening the Religious Society of Friends at all levels.
With gratitude for the many ways Friends come together, we cherish the fellowship, the sense of belonging, and
the unity of Spirit we experience when two or more are gathered in his name. May you cherish the love in each
other and the great joy of being a Quaker. We bask in God’s love and in the unity of the Quaker heart.
We have a broad spectrum of belief and practice across the world, just as we have different languages and
cultures. Our diversity is our strength. We share the language of the heart. We share a love of God. We share a
longing for the healing of all people and for the Earth. We share a broad and insistent vision for a peaceful world.
When I think about the God that consumes me, I am filled with joy. My whole body smiles. My husband thinks I
am evangelical. I have grown up among programmed Friends and spent 30 years among unprogrammed
Friends… and I do feel evangelical in that I want to share the good news! Quakers around the world are alive
and well, feeling the power of the living God, and are changing the world by actively bringing God’s loving
presence into illumination.
FWCC brings us together and gives us hope: FWCC joins our passion and strengthens the Quaker voice in the
world. FWCC ensures that Friends are represented at the world level at the Quaker United Nations Offices, the
World Council of Churches, and among global Christian Communions.
FWCC is working on several initiatives:
o Sustaining life on earth as a spiritual imperative, engaging yearly meetings and Young Adult Friends
o Opening dialogue on issues of injustice and privilege, exploring new ways of being together
o Building bridges across the theological spectrum
o Considering stewardship of our resources to support Quaker work
o Strengthening ministry and leadership through the Young Adult Friends Development Fund
With this greeting, I invite you to engage with FWCC through our website and Facebook. I invite you to give
financially to FWCC through your Section. I invite you to support and pray for your Section Secretary. And most
importantly, I invite you to engage with other Friends who share your passion for life and love.
FWCC is in the process of updating the book Friends Around the World to help Friends connect with yearly
meetings and worship groups. We hope you are all planning for World Quaker Day October 7, 2018 with the
theme: Crossing Cultures, Sharing Stories. We also post epistles we receive so that Friends might see how God is
moving amongst us. Please send your epistle to database@friendsworldoffice.org.
As we enjoy unity within our diversity, we thank you for your faithful support of our work.
In loving Friendship,

Gretchen Castle, General Secretary

