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Founded in 1943 in Richmond, Indiana, FCNL celebrates its 75th anniversary this year.  As the oldest religious lobby in the 
District of Columbia, Friends has spoken in many ways but in recent years, often through the FCNL, to address the 
nation’s and the world’s wounds.  In the last year, FCNL has, though advocacy and financial contributions helped to 
insure that food is not taken from families struggling with hunger, push to end the disastrous Saudi-led war in Yemen, 
prevent genocide and atrocities across the globe and reform our criminal justice system 
 
Uniquely, FCNL endeavors to be guided by the Spirit as discerned across the entirety of the part of our religious society 
located in the United States.  As Quakers our faith and practice calls us to work for the peaceful, just, equitable, and 
sustainable world we seek.  Friends have for the entirety of our history understood part of our calling to be to speak 
Truth to Power.  Accordingly, FCNL is a religious lobby bringing our values to those who set public policy in our 
government.  Friends are charged with translating our insights into witness.   A part of how we do that is to gather as a 
General Committee generally in the 11th month of each year and to discern what it is that Friends are called to witness 
to and about in the coming year.  In 2 year cycles, before the start of each new Congress, Friends seek to establish a 
statement of legislative priorities from this broad discernment. This meeting to receive and weigh the policy 
committee’s report is the culmination of work by that committee to gather from Friends across our society and the 
county to discern which public policy issues are most pressing for the next Congress.  And FCNL has been heartened to 
see robust involvement by Quakers across the country.  In 2018 there was a 20% increase from the numbers of Friends 
involved in this process from 2016. 
 
FCNL has worked with Friends across the country to encourage lobbying and witnessing by Friends to those in power.  
FCNL has nurtured a public policy institute with is coincident with our General Committee meeting when Friends from 
across the country make appointments with members of congress to lobby on issues important to FCNL. It is remarkable 
how often Friends are told by congressional staff that they recently had a visit by different FCNL lobbyists on different 
issues and how much FCNL is appreciated for its service to the betterment of the county. There is also a Spring lobby 
weekend, now a decade old, when young Friends from across the country come to lobby Congress and to meet with one 
another and worship too.  It is highly regarded and appreciated by all who have had contact with it and participated.  
 
FCNL has worked hard to expand its footprint across the county by establishing advocacy teams to be called upon to 
speak to representatives of congress in the district offices from whence they  came. This also has been successful and is 
a part of the FCNL that is growing and increasing our effectiveness in addressing legislative priorities.  This steady and 
calm approach showing influence beyond the District off Columbia has been effective in influencing the Congress, much 
more so then yelling at congressmen during town hall. meetings.  It is an approach appreciated by all. 
 
Critical to FCNL’s work in recent years is the recruitment and training of young adults across the country to be advocates 
for Peace, justice and a sustainable planet.  Eighteen advocacy corps organizers, who worked part time in their home 
congressional districts and lobbied on police de-militarization in 2018-19, five summer interns, 10 full time program 
assistants and many hundred of citizen Friend lobbyists from across the county have sought to gain support for policies 
which reflect our values.   
 
Friends who know of young adults who might be interested in opportunities supported by or endorsed by FCNL are 
encouraged to visit fcnl.org/youngadults  
 
Yearly meetings of the size of IMYM are permitted up to 6 representatives to the General Committee. 
 In recent years, because of diminished interest in Utah and its failure to appoint a representative to the General 
Committee IMYM has only appointed 5.  We have had discussion previously about appointing a second representative 
from Arizona. Conversations with other IMYM friends has noted our interest with apparent support.  I propose that we 
appoint that person now and notify IMYM that it is our intention to nominate two representatives going forward and 
the person designated now will serve on an interim basis from AHYM until the next occasion when IMYM nominating 
committee can transmit our second nominee to the Representatives Committee or to the Plenary at the Annual 
Meeting.   
 
 


