
Call to Intermountain Yearly Meeting’s Gathering for 2020 

Fort Lewis College, Durango, Colorado 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Please join us at the annual gathering of Intermountain Yearly Meeting at Fort Lewis 
College, in Durango, Colorado, June 14-21, 2020 (Early Days are Monday through 
Wednesday; Regular Days run from Wednesday evening through Sunday midday). This 
year IMYM will return to Ft. Lewis College after over twenty years at the beloved venue 
of Ghost Ranch, New Mexico.  Although Ghost Ranch offers beautiful scenery where 
Friends have experienced the presence of deep Spirit, its rugged setting and limited 
accommodations became too challenging and the yearly meeting chose to move to a 
more accessible location. The combination of a new venue and loss of the old will be in 
Friends’ hearts, as will the happenings in the outside world. The theme for the gathering 
in 2020 is Being Here, Now…Together.   
 

We hope you will join us to experience worship, fellowship, and deep learning, as well 
as participating in, and help us in discernment at business meetings, with Friends of all 
ages from Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, West Texas and maybe even 
Wyoming and other nearby states (plus Mexico City!) 
 

Arrangements Committee met in Durango in January to view the site at Fort Lewis 
College; most of our activities are in relatively close proximity to each other. The 
cafeteria has stations available for those with particular diets, including Gluten-Free, 
Vegan, Vegetarian, and (presumably) Omnivore. The Senior Young Friends (SYFs) will 
again have their own area where they can gather, play, and spend time in worship and 
their own Business Meetings. The younger children and the Junior Young Friends 
(JYFs) have their own areas (and the JYFs have a cantina location - fun - games - 
yummy treats!)  
 

The following Informational Minute from Arrangements Committee has some important 
information, particularly for parents and campers. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

To Monthly Meetings from the IMYM Arrangements Committee: 
(An Informational Minute) 
 

Greetings, Friends, 
The theme of this year’s Intermountain Yearly Meeting in Durango is, “Being 
Here…Now! Together.”  The overall schedule and registration materials will become 
available by March 18th.  Accommodations at Fort Lewis College will be much more 
modern and, for most people, more comfortable and accessible than those at Ghost 
Ranch.  
 



There is no on-campus camping at Ft. Lewis college  
 

Several important changes are particularly important for parents bringing their 
children: 
 

 No programs or “child care” of any kind are planned during Early Days 
(Monday through Wednesday) for children aged 0 through 10 . There will be a 
supervised unprogrammed play time on Wednesday morning for children 4 
through 10 years of age.  

 Programs for children aged 0 through 10 begin on Thursday morning. 
 Junior Young Friends (JYF) and Senior Young Friends (SYF) programs run 

from Monday through Sunday morning.  All youth groups  will issue “Calls,” 
describing their programs.  Information will be available on www.imym.org after 
March 4. 

 

If you have questions before registration materials are available please contact clerk 
of arrangements, Laura Peterson alapete@gmail.com 
 

Minute Approved: January 18, 2020 

 

The facilities and circumstances are sufficiently different that the changes in the 
programming and schedules were necessary (see above). Unfortunately, we will not 
have college staff available to help with our younger Friends during Early Days, and our 
volunteers cannot support the program during that time. Volunteers will be needed to 
help with children’s programming during Regular Days. 
 

The Program Working Group and Arrangements Committee have created a rich 
program of activities, fellowship, learning, spiritual growth and IMYM business.  Watch 
our website for updates; more details will follow in a later newsletter, including highlights 
of some of the activities. 
 

We look forward to fellowship with you this summer. 
 

Peace, 
Gale Toko-Ross and Valerie Ireland 

Presiding Co-Clerks, IMYM 

Clerk@imym.org 
  

  

2020 IMYM Theme and Friend in Residence/Keynote  
Being Here, Now…Together 

  
This year’s Gathering in Durango will be a new experience for many IMYM Friends, 
after many years at Ghost Ranch.  The Program Working Group chose the theme Being 
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Here, Now…Together as a way to suggest being present in this place with each other. 
The summer of 2020 will be swirling around us with political, environmental and social 
issues. We envision the IMYM gathering to be a respite for contemplation, fellowship, 
joy, spiritual connection, deep listening and learning. 
  

C. Wess Daniels, Quaker author, educator, intellectual, and theologian, will be our 
Friend in Residence and keynote speaker. Wess, 41, is Director of Friends Center and 
Quaker Studies at Guilford College in Greensboro, North Carolina. A self-described 
convergent Friend, Wess probes the roots of Christianity and Quakerism and how to 
integrate these truths into the faith and practice of living as Friends in today’s world.   
  

Wess has a PhD from Fuller Theological Seminary in California.  He is a recorded 
Quaker minister and has pastored at Barberton (Ohio) and Camas (WA) Evangelical 
Friends Churches.  He is active with the students at Guilford and a board member of 
Quaker Voluntary Service.  He and his wife Emily Daniels have three children.  She will 
join him at IMYM. 
  

Wess looks forward to coordinating with Children’s Programs, JYF and SYF leaders to 
schedule time with our youth.  As a Friend in Residence he is invited to participate in all 
our activities and talk one-on-one with Friends over meals and walks. He will host a 
post-keynote discussion about his message and offer an interest group 
presentation/discussion on his most recent book, Resisting Empire: The Book of 
Revelation as Resistance. 
Wess’ blog:  https://gatheringinlight.com  
Quakerspeak Video  What is a Friend? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________  
Registration Information for the 2020 Annual Gathering of IMYM 
 

Online registration will open on March 5 through our website at imym.org. We have a 
new software system for registration, so it may look a bit different; this should make 
registration a clearer and simpler process. Registration will only be available online.  
 

Your generosity will be appreciated, in offering to help those who are not computer 
savvy to register. More details as to schedules, activities, etc., will be posted in the near 
future. Watch our website at imym.org 
 

_____________________________________________________________________  
About Pay as Led 
 

We are continuing to use Pay as Led for our annual gathering, as we have done for the 
last two years. We want to remove as many barriers to participation as we can, so that 
more Friends can contribute to the fellowship and participate in the discernment of 
business at the annual gathering. There is no need for Friends to ask monthly meetings 
or the yearly meeting for financial support. Friends are asked to register for the 
accommodations they need and then prayerfully consider how much they are led to pay 
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in support of attendance at the annual gathering – which may be less or more than the 
real cost, which will be provided in the registration materials. 
 

Monthly meetings are asked to continue to support attendance at the annual gathering, 
as we have done for the last couple of years. Meetings are asked to send the amount 
they would spend on scholarships directly to the yearly meeting. In this way, no one 
needs to ask for a scholarship, and everyone will be provided for. 
 

We have used Pay as Led for a couple of years; the yearly meeting has decided to do 
so unless it becomes inappropriate. We have had more attendance under this system, 
especially among young adult Friends; our goal was to remove as many barriers as 
possible. If you would like more information, please see the articles regarding Paying as 
Led in the Friends Journal issues of November 2015, regarding NEYM’s experience, 
and of February 2019, regarding IMYM’s first year’s experience (authored by our past 
Presiding Clerk, Molly Wingate). 
 

_____________________________________________________________________  
Early Days Seminars and Regular Days Interest Groups 
 

There will also be seminars scheduled during Early Days; regular days will include 
Interest groups. A list of these offerings will be in the Registration packet. See the Call 
for Presenters and Topics, below. Please note that, due to space limitations, it is likely 
that there will be fewer Seminars and Interest Groups this year; this should simplify 
choices. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

*** Call for Topics and Presenters IMYM 2020 *** 

Early Days Seminars and Regular Days Interest Groups 
 

The IMYM Program Working Group is seeking proposals for Friends to present seminar 
and interest groups at yearly meeting June 15 - 21, 2019 at Fort Lewis College in 
Durango, CO. There will be seminar time in Early Days (Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday) of approximately 3 hours each day. Seminars can be one, two, or three 
day presentations, each with one or more presentations, experiences or training on a 
theme. Interest groups meet during the regular session, usually Thursday and Saturday 
for either 1 or 1-1⁄2 hours depending on the day.  
We are particularly interested in presentations that relate to the theme of “Being Here, 
Now... Together.” There are a limited number of time slots available. We will 
accommodate as many proposals as we can but may not be able to accept all 
submissions.  

Potential Seminars being seasoned include:  
● Exploring Quaker Mysticism  
● Racial Equity  



Potential Interest Groups being seasoned include:  
● Wess Daniels, discussing his book “Resisting Empire: The Book of Revelation 
as Resistance.”  
● Indigenous Peoples Concerns Committee, Boulder Meeting, “Acknowledging 
Native Peoples’ History and Presence”  

If you have an idea for something you would like to offer during Early Days or for a 60-
90 minute interest group, contact Sarah Feitler and Polly Feitler at sfeitler@gmail.com 
and pfeitler@yahoo.com to express your interest. Please include information about the 
amount of time and format you propose, names and affiliations of presenters, and any 
information on your room and A-V needs. A-V equipment will be available in all meeting 
rooms at Fort Lewis (by prior arrangements). 
 

Important deadline information:  
FOR PROGRAM PLANNING PURPOSES, SEMINAR INFORMATION NEEDS TO BE 
RETURNED BY FEBRUARY 14, 2020.  

Interest group information can be returned as late as 
May 1.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________  
Friends in the Arts at IMYM 
 

Friends in the Arts is planning workshops, projects and art opportunities. Friends are 
invited to share their gifts, skills and inspiration to lead or assist the coordinators. It is 
hoped that we can discover someone with the gifts to present a painting workshop, a 
leader for dance/physical movement, participatory music, and a group art project. 
 

Sessions for children and JYF would be welcome, given collaborative advance 
planning.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________  
IMYM Bookstore 2020 
 

The bookstore at our annual gathering aims to serve Friends by providing: 
 

A set of resource publications supporting the theme, keynote address, seminars & 
interest groups 

A marketplace for IMYM artists, crafters, and musicians to sell their creations 

A place to read the IMYM Documents in Advance (replies to queries, reports, epistles, 
proposed minutes, etc.) 
A gathering spot for small group activities (information sharing, committee meetings, 
piano playing, etc.) outside of bookstore hours 

A shipping address for Quaker organizations sending materials to the yearly meeting 
sessions 
 



_____________________________________________________________________  
Reminders for Monthly Meeting Clerks from the Presiding Co-Clerks 
 

Each year, monthly meetings are asked to send their state of the meeting reports to the 
Presiding Clerk(s) who compile them for a state of the yearly meeting report.  Please 
have your meeting’s report sent to clerk@imym.org by May 8, 2020. 
If you have Memorial Minutes of Friends from your meeting who have died this year, 
please share them with the Yearly Meeting. They will be included in our Documents in 
Advance, and we will have a time early Friday evening to share Memorial Minutes. 
Send Memorial Minutes by May 8, 2020 to clerk@imym.org along with a suggestion for 
a Friend from your meeting would like to read (3 minutes max, please). 
If your meeting has new people serving as clerk or as representative to IMYM, please 
send the names and contact information to clerk@imym.org. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________  
 

Thank you for wading through this information. We hope you found answers to some of 
your questions; watch for the next newsletter in the not-too-distant future (and more info 
in the registration materials). We look forward to an exciting time of fellowship, 
deepening connections with Spirit/God and with our beloved community.  
 

See you in Durango! 
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