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Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Annual Meeting November 14-17, 2019 

 
 
Friends gathered in Washington DC this month to consider how we can “Love Thy 
Neighbor (No Exceptions).”  Hundreds of Friends and supporters lobbied to end endless 
war and considered the future of U.S. foreign policy.   
 
FCNL’s General Secretary, Diane Randall, opened the Annual Meeting by encouraging all 
of us to believe “change is coming” and we can be part of it. Representative Barbara Lee of 
California thanked FCNL for raising the conscience of Congress about ending endless war.  
Representative Lee was the only member of the House of Representatives to vote against 
the 2001 Authorization for Use of Military Force (AUMF) that was used to authorize U.S. 
military action against Al Qaida and the Taliban in Afghanistan but that has been expanded 
to legitimize at least 41 military operations in 19 countries 
  
 
Heather Brandon-Smith, Legislative Director on Militarism and Human Rights, and other 
speakers focused on the need for Congress to reassert its power to end endless war.  They 
explained the role of the 2002 Authorization of use of Military Force that focused on Iraq, 
Saddam Hussein and weapons of mass destruction and its potential for use to justify war 
with Iran.   (https://www.fcnl.org/updates/why-congress-needs-to-reassert-its-power-to-
end-endless-war-2466)  Repeal of the 2002 AUMF was the focus of our lobby visits on 
Capitol Hill. 
 
“Building the Movement for a New Peaceful Foreign Policy” was the topic of the first 
evening’s plenary session.  Diana Ohlbaum, FCNL’s Senior Strategist and Legislative 
Director for Foreign Policy, spoke eloquently about our country’s militarist paradigm, its 
belief in the myth of effective violence and its reliance on an economic system that is 
predicated on violence toward people and the earth.  We were reminded that “together we 
have the power to change the world, and to achieve the culture of peace that is our highest 
calling.”   https://www.fcnl.org/updates/building-the-movement-for-a-new-peaceful-
foreign-policy-2465).   

During the Annual Meeting nearly 400 advocates from 44 states and the District of 
Columbia lobbied about the repeal of the 2002 AUMC by visiting more than 200 
congressional offices.  They met with 86 Senate offices and over 120 House offices, 
including personal meetings with at least 30 Members of Congress.  New Mexico Friends 
and supporters met with Senator Tom Udall and with staff in Senator Heinrich’s and 
Representative Torres-Small’s. office. We Texans met with Representative Veronica 
Escobar of El Paso and a member of her staff as well as with staff members in the offices 
of Senators John Cornyn and Ted Cruz.  Representative Escobar supports the repeal of the 
2002 AUMF.  The Senate staff with whom we met listened carefully but were essentially 
noncommittal about repeal.   
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At meetings for Worship with a Concern for Business, Friends approved 2020 
appointments to FCNL’s governing body, the General Committee and appointments to 
Standing Committees.  Changes to FCNL’s Statement of Legislative Policy – The World 
We Seek, were approved following a year-long discernment process.    
https://www.fcnl.org/documents/1143    

Peace and Hope, 
Connie Crawford 
El Paso, TX 
IMYM/NM Regional Representative to FCNL 
 
 
If human beings can be trained for cruelty and greed and a belief in power which comes 
through hate and fear and force, certainly we can train equally well for greatness and 
mercy and the power of love which comes because of the strength of the good qualities to 
be found in the soul of every human being. 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
 


