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	 This report actually covers two concurring events, the 2019 annual meeting of  the 
General Committee that governs FCNL and the 2019 Quaker Public Policy Initiative, which 
brings Friends and friends of  Friends together to lobby Congress on a specific subject. Both 
NMRM representatives to the General Committee were there and participated in both events. 

	 I will deal with the QPPI first; that’s where our attention was focused while we began 
preparation for the annual meeting. More than 400 Ffriends gathered to lobby their delegations 
on the constitutional role of  Congress in taking the nation to war. Specifically, we were requesting 

the Senate to include the House 
provision to repeal the 2002 
AUMF (Authorization for the 
Use of  Military Force) in the 
Senate version of  the National 
Defense Authorization Act - a 
must-pass 1,000-page bill with 
600 amendments, without which 
the government will once again 
shut down. The main hold-up on 
the bill is the President’s 
insistence on funding for his 
border wall, but repeal of  the 
2002 AUMF was a point of  
contention, too. Though Friends 
wish to see both the 2001 AUMF 
and the 2002 AUMF repealed - 
we must take one step at a time. 
The 2002 AUMF was specific to 
invading Iraq, which we did. It 
has no use today and is 
redundant to the 2001 AUMF. 
Our plea: It’s dead; bury it!  

	 The problem is that both the 2001 and the 2002 AUMFs get cited to retroactively justify 
U.S. military actions around the globe - 41 of  them in 19 countries to date! This President 
redeploys military personnel and materiel via a Sunday night Tweet (as he did with the 
withdrawal from U.S. troops from northern Syria) and it is a fait 
accompli the next morning, with never a hint of  consultation with 
Congress or our allies.  

	 Rep. Barbara Jackson Lee addressed our group on Thursday 
morning. She was the only Representative to vote against the 2001 
AUMF, passed and signed into law only seven days after 9/11, and 
she has legislated against both AUMFs since they were passed. She 

Meeting with Senator Tom Udall: (from left) Hayley 
Hathaway (Santa Fe), Juan Avila (Advocacy Team member 
from Albuquerque), Sen. Tom Udall, Tom Vaughan 
(NMRM representative from Silver City)



said the 2001 AUMF is a “blank check for perpetual war.” We need not only to repeal it but to 
commit to sustained searches for political and diplomatic solutions to crises. She ended with 
“Peace is patriotic and received a standing ovation! 

	 We saw Senator Udall long enough for a photo-op in Thursday, Nov. 14. Matthew 
Padilla, his National Security Counsel, met with us, along with Legislative Aide Clinton Cowan 
and Congressional Fellow Ben Riley. I’ve met with Padilla several times in the past, he’s a veteran 
and he was very supportive of  our goal and assured us that the senator is, too (Udall voted 
against the 2002 AUMF when he was in the House). He also frankly described the negotiations 
going on to get a bill passed and shared that, once the issue of  the border wall was resolved, the 
other items (including the 2002 AUMF repeal) would probably pass easily.  

	 Senator Heinrich is on the Senate Armed Forces Committee. We met on Friday, Nov. 15, 
with Sean Duggan, his Military Legislative Assistant. He assured us of  Heinrich’s support for the 
repeal and pretty much repeated what Padilla had told us in Udall’s office. 

	 On Friday afternoon, we separately went to our respective Representative’s offices. I went 
to Rep. Xochitl Torres Small’s office in the Cannon House Office Building. As things work in 
D.C., she was already on her way back to New Mexico and would be at a campaign fundraiser in 
Silver City the next night! I met with Legislative Director Brooke Stuedell, who is a veteran and 
an active military reserve officer. She agreed that Congress needs to step up to its Constitutional 
role and that the House’s repeal of  the 2002 AUMF should remain in the final version of  the 
NDAA that goes to the President.  

	On to the annual meeting! This was one of  major 
decisions. Much of  the events of  the meeting can be 
seen at https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?
zx=pzl53o5jar3m&shva=1#inbox/
FMfcgxwGBmrdqspFvdckMDmCHxSLSBzl. It’s a 
lot more interesting than this narrative! ;-} 

	One of  the highlights was the presentation of  the 
Edward F. Snyder Peace Award to Rep. Ann 
Wagner, a Republican who represents St. Louis, 
MO. She was a strong backer of  the Elie Wiesel 
Genocide and Atrocities Prevention Act of  2018, 
which has been an FCNL priority. In accepting the 
award in person, Rep. Wagner said, “I want to be 
clear: Genocide is preventable!” 

	 We learned of  a major decision by the Executive 
Committee in the last year - assuming responsibility for ownership and operations of  the William 
Penn House, a Quaker facility nearby in Washington, D.C. It has been used for more than 50 
years as a place to stay while visiting D.C. and as a quiet meeting place for people in government 
who want to privately meet to discuss issues. It’s a logical partnership; it will be interesting to see 
how the FCNL facilities on Capitol Hill work out their respective roles in the coming years. 

NMRM representatives to the FCNL 
General Committee Connie Crawford 
and Tom Vaughan
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	 One item on the agenda was an updating of  the Articles of  Incorporation and the 
corporation’s bylaws. This is boring but absolutely essential work that needs to be done 
periodically. Bravo to them for tackling it! 

	 For several years, FCNL has been working on a Forward Plan - a five-year plan that looks 
ahead. Bravo again! It follows a Capital Campaign that planned to raise $15 million - and raised 
$17.5 million! The staff  has rebounded from a low of  I think 16 FTE at the depth of  the 
recession to several times that. A concerted outreach to young adults is paying off  - you can see it 
in the offices and in the attendance at the annual meeting. Lobbying is being spread to young and 
old through Advocacy Teams, Spring Lobby Weekend and other advocacy training programs - 
the number receiving advocacy training by FCNL staff  now numbers in the thousands! 

	 I shared with Executive Secretary Diane Randall (who has agreed to be with us at the 
spring 2020 NMRM gathering in El Paso) this observation: Not everything essential to The World 
We Seek (the title of  the FNCL policy document) happens on Capitol Hill. Education and many 
aspects of  the criminal justice system are affected by government action below the Congressional 
level. A recent example is consideration of  the Illinois state legislature of  a measure to stop using 
private prisons. That is totally consistent with The World We Seek (and it was enacted). It brought to 
my mind the vision of  dozens or more Illinois residents who have received FCNL advocacy 
training using the facts and position papers already developed by FCNL to support the legislation 
- FCNL functioning in a clearinghouse role in support of  local advocacy. 

	 The big task was approval of  the updated policies - the new edition of  The World We Seek. 
NMRM Representative Connie Crawford and others on the Policy Committee sought our input 
last winter for what we thought should be in the new version. They got 121 responses from 
Friends groups across the country and boiled all the ideas down into an updated statement of  
policy. A labor of  love and I think the results represent a statement appropriate to today.  

	 However, the new policies will start to be outdated tomorrow and I offered two 
suggestions to think on for the next edition. 

	 First, The World We Seek, as described in the new version, is still not a world I would want 
to live in. It would be a worker’s paradise of  social and economic justice - but it would be grey 
and silent. There is no mention of  art, music, drama - any of  the products of  the creative spirit! 
No humanities, no history, no libraries, parks or museums! An old friend in the National Park 
Service called those things “hyacinths for the human soul.” I hope we all, in the next review of  
the policies, will plant some hyacinths.  

	 Second, the policies detailed in The World We Seek give rise to the priorities we determine 
for each new Congress. There are four “We seeks” in The World We Seek and I think “We seek an 
earth restored” is the weakest of  those four underpinnings. The language is fine in the policies, 
and has just been improved, but it doesn’t get expressed in the priorities - it stays on the shelf, so 
to speak. The last two rounds of  the priorities have had one priority addressing climate change. 
Climate change is very important, but it is by no means the sole path to “an earth restored!” It is 
incumbent on us, in the next round of  priority setting next year, to consider more deeply what 



that means in terms of  legislation. The pillage of  marketable natural resources on the public 
lands comes to mind in this regard. 

	 My Sunday flight got changed to 7 a.m., so I wasn’t able to participate in the Sunday 
morning sessions, but I did get to see the ten Fellows introduced, which is always a highlight. So 

proud to 
see that 
two of  
this year’s 
Program 
Associates 
are from 
New 
Mexico! 
Sergio 
Mata-

Cisneros is 
from Pojoaque and has been to a couple of  Spring Lobby Weekends. Karla Molinar Arvizo is 
from Albuquerque and she just had an article printed in the Nov. 16 Albuquerque Journal, 
“Congress should treat refugees the way NM does,” describing the humanitarian efforts in 
Deming and other places along the border. (https://www.abqjournal.com/1392165/congress-
should-treat-refugees-the-way-nm-does.html) 

	 Finally, it came to me in meeting for worship in the Lutheran Church on Friday morning 
that it is time for someone else, hopefully a younger person, to take my place as a NMRM 
representative to the General Committee. It’s been an interesting 11 years (2 in Colorado and 9 
in New Mexico), but the trip is taking too long to recover from! ;-} The issues we face today need 
to be addressed by the people who will still have to live with them a decade from now.  

With sincere thanks for the trust NMRM has placed in me, 

Tom Vaughan
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