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ALBUQUERQUE MONTHLY MEETING STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT 
In reviewing the year 2019 we found ways to tend and enliven an Inner Fire through the life of our 
Meeting.  
 
"Cleaning out the Firebox” 
Reviewing AMM legal structure, records and membership—in order to:  

 Clarified areas where our Heart and our Leadings are 
 Bid farewell to dear Friend and founding member Marion Hoge 
 Updated membership lists, including outreach communication with all members and attenders 
 Updated Meeting bylaws, shifted Fiscal Year to end November 30 th  
 Reviewed and updated committee statements of purpose, rules and responsibilities 
 Completed and report current count of membership as of March 3, 2020  
 Clarified clerks and nominated membership of committees 
 Prepared to lay the fires as Leadings arise 

Other accomplishments include: 
 7 to 10 adults agreed to background checks, a best practice in caring for the Meeting’s children. 
 Adult Education published a new Welcome to Meeting brochure. 
 With Friends input, Peace and Social Concerns trimmed the number of Right Sharing donations 

to allow larger amounts for local organizations, especially addressing Immigration and Climate. 
 Worship and Ministry led a community Retreat at the Madonna Center, a fresh place and way to 

engage with worship by exploring our personal and our common spiritual journeys.  Children 
and adults participated together with enthusiasm. 

 
“Banking Embers” Caring for Leadings 
When out in the world our Leadings include Peace Building, Social Justice, understanding our White 
Privilege and the effects of systemic racism both in our community and within our Meeting.   

 Our building is fundamental.  Caring for it allows us to nurture our unique form of worship, 
educate and support our children and provide shelter. We are struggling with how best to 
interact with unhoused people.   

 AMM renewed our connections with local organizations Albuquerque Center for Peace and 
Justice and Albuquerque Interfaith.  Meeting served breakfast to hungry people through 
HopeWorks twice during the year. 

 Oversight and Counsel created a community Prayer Circle, an “Aging Gracefully” group and 
consulted with the Children’s Committee to review safety policies. 

  Adult Education continued collaborating with Worship and Ministry for alternating Sunday 
morning educational sessions.  Quakerism 101, nine weeks of reading and discussion of key 
parts of our Faith and Practice was offered to all willing to make the commitment to attend. 
Worship and Ministry initiated a new round of Friendly 8s, or 6s.  

 Children’s Program completed another year with a paid curriculum coordinator, led two 
camping trips, an Easter egg hunt, a game night, making “Simple Gifts” by hand, Christmas 
caroling, and  making cards for Quakers who rarely attend Meeting. They contributed hand-
made food items to Potlucks and worked in the Garden over the summer. 

 Peace and Social concerns hosted presentations by Americans for Indian Opportunity (AIO) and 
Combatants for Peace (Israel/Palestine).  Attendees heard from First Voice speakers, with the 
events drawing broad attendance and interaction, and leading to more involvement. The 
Meeting approved a Minute of support for the work of American Friends Service Committee of 
NM. 



 The Sanctuary Task Force continues Spirit led work, offering support to those formerly in 
Sanctuary, providing short-term housing to asylum seekers, and assisting an unhoused person. 
The Task Force works with NM Faith Coalition for Immigrant Justice to partner with community 
members impacted by immigration issues. 

   
We have established a foundation, listened for and acted on Leadings, and  seek our next steps together 
to light our journey. 



Durango Friends Meeting State of the Meeting Reflection, 2019 

     

     A small group of members and attenders met together after Meeting for Worship for communal 

discernment in an effort to begin to articulate our annual "state of the meeting report.”  As we 

reflected on the spiritual vitality of our meeting, an interesting meditation on the nature of 

community began to take shape.  We celebrated and affirmed relationships and connections.  And 

yet, we also confessed to a desire for greater intimacy, better communication and more authentic 

relationships.  We confessed to at times feeling overwhelmed and stretched thin by the work 

before us. 

     We reflected on our participation in the wider community of the Regional and Yearly Meetings.  

Durango Friends participate in these bodies through clerking the regional meeting, serving on the 

Arrangements and Representative Committees, and working with the Program Working Group and 

the Yearly Meeting Ministry and Oversight committee.  Durango Friends also worked to support the 

educational programming for young Friends at the Annual Gathering.  This year, we also hosted 

the Arrangement’s Committee, providing meals and hospitality so that the committee could 

complete their work.   

     We noted that we have a number of important connections beyond the Quaker world.  These 

include:  Mancos United Methodist Church and the UU Fellowship in Durango.  Both of these 

communities have a particular concern for the rights of immigrants that we resonate with and 

support.  This year, many Friends participated in “Love Out Loud,” an ecumenical week of city-wide 

service opportunities.  Quakers even led the closing worship service hosted by First United 

Methodist Church (now Summit Church).   

     We reflected with genuine delight on the activity and life of the young Friends in our community.  

At the rise of Meeting, the Young Friends typically share what they’re learning about.  They also 

share about the ways that they each feel called to action:  through environmental education and 

advocacy, supporting LGBTQ youth and advocacy around mental health, substance abuse and 

immigration.  This year, we noticed and celebrated our Young Friends Teachers with a minute of 

appreciation. 

     Friends in Durango continue to be involved in a number of peace and social concerns issues 

including:  supporting individuals living in sanctuary, working with Quaker Earthcare Witness, 

picketing ICE operations, helping members and attenders to set goals for decreasing our carbon 

footprint, participating in fundraising for Manna (soup kitchen), and working with the La Plata 

County Counsel on Aging. 

     This year, we continue to meet for second hour for Worship Sharing and for learning about our 

inherited Quaker tradition. This year we read Brian Drayton’s A Language for the Inward 

Landscape and the Pendle Hill Pamphelt, Four Doors to Meeting for Worship.  Individuals shared 

that the meeting community helps them to grow spiritually.  One shared:  "Our community reminds 

me what is important in life...  I come to be gathered when I’m feeling scattered.” 

     The worship group in Mancos continues to provide valuable space for fellowship and worship, 

though, often, the fellowship is few, and it’s frequency sparse. 

     Durango Friends celebrate the life of Bob Dolphin, and grieve his passing this year.  Bob was a 

founding and foundational member of our community. 

     As Friends were wrapping up our session, we felt like the process allowed us to get at some 

important truths, realities, feelings, and relational dynamics.  Friends expressed that perhaps we 

should do this kind of “in-reach” more frequently so that we might be more in tune with one another 

and with the subterranean life of our meeting community.  Perhaps, in so doing, we might improve 

on our ability to minister to one another, to be present to one another and help one another to 

discern the divine voice that speaks to each one of us. 

 



El Paso Monthly Meeting – 2019 – State of the Meeting Report 
(Approved March 8, 2020) 

 
A record nineteen people met for worship here one Sunday early in February.  Two of those 
were children, who joined in worship fifteen minutes and then adjourned to the children’s 
room, which our hosts at First Christian Church generously share with us.  Through a gift of 
books from Eileen Redden, children’s book editor at Friends Journal, we have been able to add 
some reading matter to that room.  Also among that nineteen were some adults younger than 
forty, leading John Russell to quip, as he introduced a visitor, “This is our youth group.” 
 
As in the previous year, local Friends’ lives have been enriched by outreach from Quakers all 
over the United States, who send messages of support and concern, seek ways to help this 
border community, and in some cases come to the El Paso/Juarez area to work and study.  
There’s a bittersweet irony that Quakers in this remote corner of the country gain fellowship 
and inspiration as a result of the same events that have caused and continue to cause so much 
widespread suffering. 
 
In response to new strategies that confine many people who are trying to escape danger and 
privation in their home countries in crowded, unsafe conditions just across the border in 
Juarez, our personal and communal responses have had to change.  Vona Van Cleef became 
aware, though Facebook postings by free lance journalist Debbie Nathan, that early morning 
flights from the El Paso airport remove shackled migrants often to countries in which they 
have no ties, shortcutting their chances to fully pursue requests for asylum in the United 
States.  Vona replied, “What are we going to do about it?” and she and Debbie called a meeting.  
Word spread, and those early efforts resulted in the formation of the El Paso Anti-Deportation 
Squad, acting to expose and oppose this practice.  Most recently, the group also coordinates 
visits to a young woman who is hospitalized with serious injuries after a border patrol car 
chase. 
 
After the August mass shooting at a Wal-Mart store in the central city, Peter Murchison from 
Wilton Meeting in Connecticut contacted us and offered his support to growing local efforts 
like the chapter of Moms Demand Action.  Peter is a hardworking and creative activist in gun 
safety. His young nephew died at Sandy Hook.  El Paso Quakers remember Peter from his days 
as a volunteer in El Paso in the 1960’s.  His article appears in the February 2020 issue of 
Friends Journal. 
 
Friends here continue with some of their earlier work, including the Prison Visitation and 
Support program at La Tuna Federal Prison and FCNL.  
 
Recently we learned that our hosts at First Christian Church will put their building up for sale.  
They have treated us as partners as well as tenants, and we are sad.  This is the fourth church 
that has closed down after letting us use space in their building, and we hope this reputation 
won’t precede us as we go on the road again looking for space. 
 
We have enjoyed planning for this visit from New Mexico Regional Meeting.  We hope you will 
enjoy the results of our work, and we are grateful that you have traveled here to spend time 
with us. 
 
Peace and hope, 
El Paso Monthly Meeting 
 



State of  the Meeting Report, Gila Friends Meeting, March 2020 

	 “In these dark and uncertain times, there can be great value in imagining a bit of  star in 
each human soul. Not just that it gives some hope for humanity at a time when man’s inhumanity 
to man seems ever on the increase; but also because it points to an inner brightness that can light 
the way in dark times.” (Michael Meade, The Genius Myth) 

	 At the end of  2019, this conflict between the darker forces of  the world we live in and our 
need to nurture our inner brightness is one Gila Friends have struggled with throughout the year. 
In a sense, the life of  the Meeting community is changing on spiritual, social and physical levels.  

	 We returned to our former place of  worship, the Church of  Harmony, at 609 N. Arizona 
Street in Silver City. There had been a fire; the owner has beautifully refurbished it. In the 
process, she improved its accessibility by paving a path to the back door; the Meeting donated 
$1,000 from a bequest by a deceased member in support. We are still adjusting to the new 
equipment inside, as well as to the harsher acoustical environment of  the bare walls. 

	 There is also a slightly increased cost per meeting for renting the space. This reminds us 
that our small meeting has limited financial resources. Our active community tends to be old; at a 
recent meeting for worship, the average age of  the attenders was probably well over 60. Many of  
us are retired and living on fixed incomes. We don’t have a lot, but we always find a way to 
respond to pressing needs.  

	 The move back into a familiar, but changed, venue has also had a social consequence: We 
now need to have a designated person to open the meeting house on First Days. Friends pitch in 
readily, doing what they can to help the opener or to fill in if  the opener is late or can’t make it. 
As one Friend put it, we are becoming a family of  Friends. 

	 Our growing interdependence also reflects our older average age. In 2019, several Gila 
Friends have had injuries or illnesses where they have needed the help of  others to get to meeting 
for worship, medical appointments and other short trips. Friends have cooperated to get it done. 

	 We regret that we still have no Young Friends in attendance, and we are revisiting our 
First Day School preparations for them should any come. We were delighted in 2019 to welcome 
a transfer of  membership from Tacoma Monthly Meeting and we are enriched by several winter 
sojourners who worship with us while escaping northern snows! We have gone from five or six to 
15 or 16 regularly meeting for worship on Sunday morning. 

	 We come together on First Days to worship in the Light and to sustain ourselves 
spiritually and as a Meeting. Individually, Gila Friends are quite active. Several Friends hold 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/50823097


positions in regional, yearly and national Friends groups, as well as in local organizations. We 
financially support groups working on poverty, hunger and social justice in our area, as well as in 
Palomas, Mexico, and El Salvador. 
 
	 As a Meeting, we have been especially active in immigration matters at the border. These 
are contentious issues. A conscious theme of  our adult education and Meeting outreach 
programs has been “Building Bridges,” searching for common ground within the Meeting and 
with our neighbors.  

	 In this regard, Gila Friends cosponsored a local showing of  “Undeterred,” a film about 
Arivaca, AZ, surrounded by Border Patrol check points. We also cosponsored a local Hispanic 
college student’s participation in the 2019 FCNL Spring Lobby Weekend in Washington, D.C., 
where she lobbied our delegation on immigration. We published a “Peace is Patriotic” ad in a 
local newspaper in July, where we also published our minute on humanitarian aid in July. Our 
traditional Hiroshima Peace Day observance was held in Gough Park on August 4; we were 
joined by others who continue to be concerned about nuclear weapons.  

	 Many members of  Gila Friends Meeting responded to the humanitarian crisis in nearby 
Deming, NM, where the Border Patrol began on Mothers Day to drop off  asylum seekers who 
had been cleared to travel to their sponsors. The asylees had not eaten, their belts and shoelaces 
and rosaries had been confiscated, they had neither tickets nor money to buy them - they were 
stranded. People in the area opened their hearts and quickly created an exemplary program to 
house, medically screen, feed and clothe their “guests.” At least half  of  the 9,000 “guests” of  the 
Deming shelter were children under 12! Art and recreation programs were developed for the 
children; they received stuffed animals and small toys to ease their journey. Gila Friends went to 
Deming in various capacities and also worked with the Unitarian Universalists in Silver City to 
gather and package goods to be sent to Deming. Individual Friends have provided financial, legal 
and logistical support for local residents facing deportation actions. Friends also participated in a 
Silver City meeting of  remembrance and solidarity following the El Paso Walmart mass shooting 
in August.  

	 We have felt deeply the conflicts between our testimonies as Friends and the statements 
and actions we see and hear from the present administration. We struggle as Friends to retain our 
conviction that there is that of  God in all persons, while being utterly opposed to the actions 
advocated or taken by some. In the face of  “man’s inhumanity to man,” we do indeed search for 
that “bit of  star in each human soul” to light our way. 



LAS CRUCES RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 
 

STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT 
 

MARCH, 2020 
 
The Meeting has been focused largely on helping asylum seekers and undocumented 

immigrants who have been detained in local detention centers and are being adjudicated in the local 
Federal District Court.  Some of our members are visiting with detainees.  Others are bearing witness at 
court hearings in which immigrants are being tried.  We have also contributed furniture and other goods 
to local churches which are housing and feeding asylum seekers and undocumented immigrants. 

 
We have been blessed with new attenders, both people who have recently arrived in Las Cruces 

and long-time residents who have found us and are contributing to the Meeting.  We are enjoying a 
pretty full Meetinghouse at Meetings for Worship. 

 
Following are other matters worthy of note: 
 

Our Spiritual Practice meetings on the 4th Sundays have been well attended and 
performed.  Topics have included Vocal Ministry and the Finding the Balance Between 
the Sacred and the Profane. 
 
The Meeting House has hosted a Quaker Book Club and the Hearing Voices Group. 
 
Some of our members have formed an Advocacy Group that is working with the Friends 
Committee on National Legislation to repeal the 2002 Authorization of Military Force  
that was adopted to support the invasion of Iraq. 
 
The Meeting supports many members who are involved in social and community 
advocacy and ministry. 
 
We made a concerted and well-organized effort to contribute to the Friends Committee 
on National Legislation’s priority-setting exercise. 
 
We support each other in times of need. 
 

On a sad note, we have lost Jane Alexandra Barnard, a member who made great contributions 
to Quaker meetings in Tempe, Arizona,  Eugene, Oregon and Las Cruces. 

 
 
 
 



     Quaker House Santa Fe Meeting 

State of the Meeting Report 2019 

Quaker House Santa Fe continues to develop as a new monthly meeting within Intermountain 

Yearly Meeting. Sunday meeting for worship attendance is typically around 12-18, with lower 

numbers in the summer.  

Singing takes place before worship on selected weeks. Weekly potluck meals following rise of 

meeting continue to be a popular opportunity for fellowship.  

First Sunday discussions throughout the year among other topics included exploration of 

Quaker Testimonies both as they evolved in early Quaker history and how they are lived today. 

Discussions have often continued during subsequent weeks. These have helped foster a greater 

sense of community. 

Mid-week worship on Wednesday evening was initiated this year. It is a time for silent worship 

with a smaller group who wish to deepen their spiritual practice and seek time for additional 

reflection. 

A significant number of members participated in the New Mexico Regional meeting held at 

Camp Stoney outside Santa Fe in April. Quaker House joined Santa Fe Monthly Meeting in 

hosting. 

Nine members and attenders traveled to IMYM session in June at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu NM, 

when Quaker House was warmly and officially welcomed as a new monthly meeting.  

Friends are increasingly engaged in participating in the committees of the meeting. Attention 

has been given to spreading responsibility for the many parts of meeting operation more evenly 

among members and attenders. Buildings and Grounds holds regular workdays to address 

maintenance inside and outside the building. Attention is being paid to fire safety and 

inspections. Meeting also purchased a dishwasher which has greatly eased cleanup following 

potluck meals. Ministry and Counsel coordinates discussions first Sunday of the month, as well 

as worship sharing and other opportunities for assisting the spiritual life of the meeting. The 

Treasurer and Finance Committee continue to attend to the stewardship of our budget and 

funds. 

In the latter part of the year, an ad hoc committee explored and presented how QHSF meeting 

might address hunger in our immediate neighborhood by setting up a Little Free Pantry. The 

Pantry at present consists of two bins of non-perishable food that are placed on the porch 

when the building is occupied. 

After some tension regarding late arrivals, there are renewed efforts to arrive promptly for 

worship and cause as little disruption as possible to the settled meeting. This allows those who 



are gathered to deepen their worship and diminish distractions. It also encourages more of us 

to experience the richness of the full time of worship.  

While we are young as a meeting, many of our regular attenders are older. Some have health 

concerns that make attendance a challenge. Parking spaces at the meeting house are reserved 

for those with limited mobility. Seating in the meeting room is similarly arranged with 

accessibility in mind. Old and mismatched chairs were replaced with new chairs for more 

comfortable seating.  

Other events at Quaker House Santa Fe included a book discussion group on Primitive 

Quakerism Revived by Paul Buckley. 

Our Christmas Caroling event on 23 December was enjoyed by around 40 people. Families and 

several neighbors joined in the singing and sharing of cookies. 

Quaker House Santa Fe will continue building on the strengths we have developed as a 

community, seeking to improve our spiritual life and worship. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Ribble, clerk of Meeting 

Ann Beauchamp, clerk of Ministry & Counsel Committee 

Deborah Holloway, member of Ministry & Counsel Committee 



SFMM State of the Meeting Report for 2019 


This was a year of careful discernment regarding how to meet our physical 
space needs while growing in our ability to communicate our diverse perspec-
tives with compassion for one another. 


Through a review of the Olive Rush Probate Court documents we were able to 
reach further clarity that our Meeting owns 630 Canyon Road without any legal 
restrictions. 


In addition to participation in social action groups in our community and nation-
ally, many of us served on meeting committees. The Immigrant Action Group 
(IAG) informed us about immigrants in Santa Fe and those seeking asylum at the 
US-Mexico border. Some of us travelled to the border to take supplies and to 
help in shelters; joined with Adelante, Somos un Pueblo Unido, Santa Fe 
Dreamers, and other groups to provide aid to immigrants; engaged with the 
Santa Fe Faith Network for Immigrant Justice; and advocated for immigrant 
rights in the New Mexico Legislature. 


The Meeting created a Climate Change Working Group to support youth work-
ing for climate change and to engage in local demonstrations and political work. 


The Buildings and Grounds Committee continued to care for our beautiful 
garden and two old adobe buildings. 


Our Nominating Committee worked very hard and thoughtfully to discern 
members for our many committees. 


The Future Planning Committee offered designs for new construction in the 
rear of the Canyon Road property. The meeting looked for space elsewhere in 
Santa Fe without success. We are now focused on two possibilities: building in 
back, or purchasing adjacent property. 


The Adult Education Committee supported the spiritual life of the meeting by 
exploring Quaker values and history that form our faith and practice using writ-
ings by Marsha D. Holliday. Her readings were supplemented by providing doc-
uments on Quaker decision making for two of our worship sharing meetings. 




Our First Day School met weekly in a small space and learned about Quaker 
history and values, explored the nearby watershed, and helped prepare food for 
potluck Sundays. 


Ministry and Counsel sought ways to strengthen our life as a spiritual commu-
nity. We sponsored a day of Compassionate Listening with Julia Halaby of Boul-
der Friends Meeting and a day of Discernment with Regard to Space led by 
Penny Thron-Weber of Mountain View Meeting. 


The Olive Rush Collection Working Group assessed the scope and condition 
of the artworks and related historic materials in the Meeting’s collection to plan 
for improved storage, care and access to them. This information was shared 
with the Meeting at several educational sessions to communicate the signifi-
cance of the Olive Rush collection and to offer options about how the items 
could be managed in the future. 


We sponsored the New Mexico Regional Meeting Annual Spring Retreat, 
April 12-14, at a local camp.This allowed families to bring their children. Our 
theme, “Growing the Family of Friends: Welcoming New Friends Among Us”, 
was led by Katherine Youngmeister of our meeting and Holly Baldwin of Albu-
querque Meeting. Separate programming was provided for children and youth. 


We grieved the passing of Joan Spencer, a longtime Friend. 


We made progress with questions regarding space with a Minute that recog-
nizes that our current space is inadequate for our First Day and worship needs. 
We continue to open our hearts to one other in deep discernment of where Spirit 
leads. 




