
 

State of the Meeting - 2020 

Durango Friends Meeting 
 

 

The YEAR 2020: a year of retirement and reflection; a year of uncertainty and deep grief; 

a year of reaching out to one another in kindness and generosity; a year of fierce hope. 

 

In March, once the pandemic struck, we committed ourselves to explore virtual worship, 

hoping it would enable us to keep in touch and support one another as a community. 

After our initial doubt and hesitation about meeting online, we were delighted to 

welcome newcomers and old friends, some from a great distance. We also found we were 

able to venture out to participate in other gatherings in other places. 

 

We simplified our First Day calendar to allow for more interaction and vocal ministry. 

We introduced more opportunity for sharing, alternating weekly between worship and 

Worship Sharing. Given our attendance of 12-15, we often took time to check in with 

each person at the rise of meeting.  Our young people joined us several times a month to 

share their explorations and insights.  

 

Communication and fellowship were encouraged by use of an online 'chat' group where 

members of the group could post notices, requests, links and insights. In addition, friends 

were invited to participate in a weekly online social gathering where anecdotes and 

laughs were often shared.  

 

The challenges facing the country in 2020 led many of us to renew our commitment to 

issues of social justice. Many engaged in protests and letter-writing, showing support for 

voting rights, Black Lives Matter, immigration reform, and environmental stewardship. 

Financial support was extended to many in need, in India and elsewhere. 

 

In the fall, Durango Friends joyfully celebrated our 40th anniversary in becoming a 

monthly meeting. We also gave thanks for the planning and building of our meeting 

house where the first worship was held 24 years ago. While we look forward to meeting 

again in that welcoming space, we also recognize that the presence of the Divine moves 

in and among us wherever we gather.  

 

We feel blessed by our community of 32 members and many attenders, including friends 

in the Mancos Worship Group which is under the care of our meeting. We were saddened 

by the loss of Friend Russell Heaton to Parkinson's this past year. We are grateful for 

each and every one in our loving community of Friends here in southwest Colorado.  

 

 

   

 


