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 For half a century anyone waking up on a Sunday morning in El Paso who 

wanted to participate in a Friends meeting could do that.  But not recently.  As one 

member said, “The state of our meeting can be covered in two words: we aren’t.” 

 

 The sudden need to abandon lovingly made plans to host New Mexico 

Regional Meeting hit us hard.  At the same time, valued Friends who were in El Paso 

to study and to help with the needs of migrant people had to leave for the safety of 

familiar homes elsewhere.  Enthusiastic volunteer work by local Friends had to be 

set aside.  We put these disappointments in perspective and adjusted to the serious 

public health crisis. 

 

 Beyond disappointment, encouraging activity continues.  El Paso Friends 

take advantage of the offers held out by Quaker meetings and organizations in the 

region and beyond to take part virtually.  This has broadened our view and allowed 

many of us to link names to faces and to develop more personal connections.  Where 

travel had been a barrier, Zoom breached that wall.  Among the meetings that have 

graciously offered El Pasoans a place to be Quakers, Gila Friends Meeting in Silver 

City consistently welcomes many of us now. 

 

 Business continues via email.  That has included sending financial support to 

a Unitarian Universalist group aiding migrants on the New Mexico border and 

signing on as a friend of the court in a couple of cases.  The El Paso County Historical 

Society has welcomed our records into their collection.  We participated in a zoom 

memorial service for one of our founding members, Blaine William Nelson. 

 

 As James Russell Lowell wrote in “This Present Crisis,” “New occasions teach 

new duties.”  El Paso Quakers have been learning that lesson as well as we can. 

 

  


