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2020 was a year of many challenges for the Santa Fe Monthly Meeting. Friends in the Meeting 

community spent much of 2020 in discernment on meeting its needs for more space for worship 

and First Day School activities. We held a threshing session to discuss space issues early in the 

year. 

Among the options considered were buying or renting an existing property; construction of a 

new building either on the existing grounds or elsewhere or remaining in place without resolving 

the need for additional space. Some felt their voices had not been heard and were concerned that 

we were losing our sense of a faith community. We remained in that painful place of impasse 

throughout the year and held a weekend discernment session to test our understanding of the 

persistent need for additional space and our responsibilities regarding the stewardship of the 

Olive Rush legacy. In both the threshing session and the meeting on discernment we were ably 

assisted by Penny Thron-Weber of Mountain View Meeting. As unity on the path forward 

continued to elude us, we subsequently resolved to engage in a series of workshops led by an 

outside facilitator. 

Those workshops began early in 2021. The goal is to help Friends renew their connections to the 

Meeting community; look for a common purpose; and protect, nurture, and grow the spirit of the 

Meeting.  

In March, the Covid-19 pandemic arrived. The Meeting, with the invaluable assistance of our 

Communications Committee, quickly moved to the Zoom platform. We had about 20 to 30 

attending each Sunday, including participants from distant places -- enabling many of us to see 

each other again after a long time apart. To meet the technical challenges of using Zoom, the 

Communications Committee set up initial training sessions. We hired three young Friends to 

provide continuous technical assistance for worship, business, committee, and group meetings. 

Covid also led us to close our guest apartment except for use by those Friends needing a place to 

quarantine. 

The potential liability exposure of the Meeting officers and directors of its Corporation arose as a 

concern of the Meeting. We began to look at the legal protections in the Corporation bylaws 

afforded to those who serve the Meeting. 

  

The Finance Committee engaged the Meeting in beginning an extensive review and revision to 

our financial procedures. That work included the hiring of a professional bookkeeper; 

transitioning the financial records to QuickBooks; and conducting an internal review of our 

finances. To facilitate donations to the Meeting’s work, we instituted a donate button on our 

public website. 

 

Our young Friends were able to enjoy a few outdoor gatherings but missed the presence and 

example of older Friends and elders. Our First Day School teacher did a wonderful job on Zoom 



of creating First Day activities around seasonal themes, Black History Month, President’s Day, 

social justice, and Quaker practices and values.   

 

The Library Committee is considering expanded roles of the library, perhaps to become more of 

a multi-media resource hub. 

 

In addition to standing committees, the Meeting has active working groups dedicated to Racial 

Justice, Immigrant Action, and Climate Action. These groups embolden Friends to rise to the 

challenges of racial injustices, a broken and unjust immigration system, and the climate crisis.  

The Immigrant Action Group asks Friends, “Where is our Quaker service?” and has engaged 

Meeting in sending supplies to the border. Friends also participate in sharing their Spiritual 

Journeys, as they are moved and several Friends meet as a Light Group open to all twice a 

month, inspired by Rex Ambler’s Light to Live By. 

Spirit is calling the Santa Fe Monthly Meeting to go deep, deal with difficult and potentially 

divisive issues, and learn to listen to and love those with whom we disagree. As Patricia Loring 

says in her book, Listening Spirituality, Volume 2, “…impasse can be extremely fruitful in the 

life of the meeting, in spite of the pain – or perhaps because of it, because of the way it breaks us 

open and focuses our attention on work that needs to be done.” 

 

 
 


