
Spring 2021 Arizona Half-yearly Meeting 

State of the Meeting Reports 

This year, reports on the state of the meeting were received from: 

Flagstaff Monthly Meeting 

Phoenix Monthly Meeting 

Tempe Monthly Meeting 

Those reports appear below. 



2021-04-07 Flagstaff Monthly Meeting State of the Meeting Report 

Flagstaff Monthly Meeting State of the Meeting Report 2020 

Over this past year COVID has challenged everyone at Flagstaff Meeting to draw 
deeply on our faith and upon our knowledge of Quaker process under the guidance 
of Spirit. We were led to address unprecedented challenges both outside and within 
the Meeting. 

If we closed the meetinghouse, how do we continue to meet? 

How do we maintain and build on connections to our community? 

How do we listen deeply to each other with love as we struggle, and stay safe and 
healthy? 

Our meeting has not only survived but thrived. We have utilized conference calls 
for weekly Meeting for  

Worship combined with some folks choosing to meet in the yard, as weather 
allowed, and later in the Meetinghouse with all due precautions. We have used 
Zoom for our committee meetings, educational offerings, and Light Meditation, as 
well as meetings with other Flagstaff community members and the wider Quaker 
fellowship. This year we had two Christmas celebrations by Zoom. Our attendance 
has been at nearly pre-COVID levels, and the quality of worship is deep. With little 
or no opportunity for socializing after meeting, our individual check-ins and 
sharings at the rise of Meeting have become even more precious. While we all miss 
being able to socialize, we have utilized emails, phone calls, and occasional visits 
to reach out to one another and provide support where we can. We have 
particularly reached out to our members who have had difficulties navigating the 
new technology we now use. 

Our Finance Committee, after much consideration, recommended moving the 
meeting’s investments to the Friends Fiduciary Corporation, and it was approved. 
We are pleased with our new investment partners because they are so 
conscientious, and our investments are easily accessible. 

The new Archive Committee, formed last year to preserve the meeting’s 
documents, records, and history, has been largely dormant due to COVID, and we 
hope to resume work as conditions permit. 



We installed our new peace pole in the Fall, offering messages of peace in English, 
Spanish, Navajo, and Hopi. 

COVID also dampened our ability to provide volunteer assistance at the Flagstaff 
Family Community Food Center. Knowing how vital their efforts are in our 
community at this time, we doubled our annual financial contribution to them. 
Several members of the Meeting have continued to volunteer individually, and we 
look forward to resuming our practice as soon as it is safe. 

The Flagstaff Friends Meetinghouse is in the heart of the Southside of our town. 
We continue to build on our connections to the Southside Community Association 
(SCA) and its Murdoch Community Center. We have a member serving on the 
SCA Board, and several members have attended Zoom presentations on the Lived 
Black Experience (LBE) facilitated by the SCA and a coalition of local Black 
organizations. 

Two of our Meeting’s members led two Zoom House Meetings drawing on 
material from the LBE series and the Pendle Hill pamphlet, Race, Systemic 
Violence, and Retrospective Justice, by Harold Weaver Jr. We will continue to 
build on this relationship and create a stronger bond with Flagstaff’s Black 
community. 

The Education Committee continues to provide the monthly Light Meditation 
practice which has been well attended on Zoom. The committee also facilitated 
two highly popular Spiritual Nurturing groups, each meeting for three sessions via 
Zoom. The Committee also hosted a Zoom Meeting titled “How Are You Really 
Doing?” as an open-ended check-in for us all. This event drew a sizable group who 
shared freely and deeply on all the many personal challenges faced this year. We 
had to postpone our annual retreat with Paula Palmer and her workshop, “Toward 
Right Relationships with Indigenous Peoples.” In its place we had two Zoom 
webinars on climate change that were very productive and inspiring. These were 
led by NAU professor and climate activist, Dr Stefan Sommer. Flagstaff Friends 
joined a local interfaith group addressing critical climate issues, and together we 
attended and were part of a presentation to Flagstaff City Council in January 2020 
to support an official declaration of a climate emergency. 

Our faith community has had a challenging and fruitful year. 



State of the Meeting Report 
Phoenix Monthly Meeting 

for Arizona Half-yearly Meeting–April, 2021 
As in most every other aspect of lives this year, Phoenix Meeting adjusted its 

activities to the pandemic. Early on we held meetings for worship by zoom. By 
now, we have opened the meetinghouse for worship to in-person, socially 
distanced, mask-wearing F/friends and have maintained the zoom connection for 
those who choose to use it. We hold a social hour by zoom at lunchtime weekly. 

Membership stands at 33, with one death and several new attenders. 
After some months of research and consultation, we agreed to install solar 

panels on the Meetinghouse roof, resulting in a large savings over several years to 
come. We improved our residence by insulating the attic, resulting in considerably 
reduced APS bills. We also improved the Residence by remodeling the main 
bathroom, and installing a separate electricity meter, making tracking of its 
electricity use more exact. Two new entrance doors were installed in the 
Meetinghouse. 

Our First Day School group of six to nine young people is growing up. One 
attender started as a freshman at ASU West, and two began as freshmen in high 
school.  

Reading of Just Mercies by the adult book group spurred our youths to attend 
the movie and discuss it afterwards with their adult leader. 

Hospitality Committee has shown renewed vigor in supplying after worship 
treats. We miss our monthly first Sunday potlucks and our women's group 
activities and look forward to picking them us as soon as possible. 

Our Peace and Social Concerns Committee has formed subgroups to solicit 
interest from the meeting at large to focus on specific activities. Social outreach by 
one group bought apartment repairs, meals, games, and fun activities to an Afghani 
family of many children. Another small group met on Mondays to serve dinner at a 
shelter. 

Our adult book group continues to meet monthly by zoom. 
We maintain a web page presence and are editing it to reflect new activities.  
For many years we encouraged groups other than Quakers to use our facilities, 

but we have discontinued this for now. Our ongoing relationship with Fiddler's 
Dream Coffee House, however, continues with their musical performances by 
zoom. 

We are grateful for the constant presence of our meeting community during this 
unusual period, and we anticipate with gladness renewed spirit and fellowship as 
the pandemic is slowed and we can meet in person more often. 



Tempe Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
State of the Meeting Report Spring 2021

In Tempe, and perhaps elsewhere as well, ZOOM wears a Quaker bonnet and 
Quaker hat. That communication device has kept our Meeting functioning and 
members nurturing each other and the Spirit. We have acquired our own ZOOM 
account for ease of access after using the account of Western Friend, so graciously 
offered to us. We have also acquired G Suite for Non-Profits to store documents 
electronically for access by all Meeting committees. We rejoice that electronic 
gatherings have allowed F/friends who would not otherwise be able to attend due 
to distance or physical limitations to be with us. Other F/friends find the virtual 
experience lacking. Discussion is beginning on how best to welcome newcomers in 
an electronic environment. Most newcomers have “found” the Meeting utilizing 
the website and 1:1 contact. 
The year of COVID has changed locations of activities and cancellation of others. 
Meeting outdoors at the Meeting house by a few members while joining the larger 
Zoom group is as close as the group has gotten to its previous location of worship. 
We are all anxious for safety of larger indoor gatherings to resume, especially since 
we want to see our newly refurbished kitchen. The regular children’s program has 
been replaced by special events—a Halloween game time on the Meeting House 
grounds, reading of the Christmas Bible stories by the children to the adults, and an 
in-the-home scavenger hunt. Our usual fundraising lunches have had to be 
canceled. 
The Adult Religious Education Committee has brought three topics which have 
been well attended and produced deep sharing: Expectations and Experience in 
Meeting for Worship, Spiritual Discernment and Vocal Ministry. These took the 
place of our usual winter retreat. 
In spite of what we are doing, it is not enough to sufficiently nurture our 
community and spiritual development. At a Meeting for Worship in the times of 
political disturbance, several speakers shared concerns. We are trying different 
methods to enhance community. Virtual Friendly 8s was held once. There is 
ZOOM social time after Meeting for Worship with a current experiment of 
dividing into small groups which may be continued. Because we are living 
scattered in a large metroplex and with restricted social contact due to the high 
incidence of COVID, there is little chance to visit outside Meeting. With this and 



other sadness, we are continuing our monthly reading of spiritual aspects of 
dealing with grief. We also read from Faith and Practice monthly. 
Our social concerns outreach consists of Meeting donations to several 
organizations, both Quaker and local. Due to quarantine, we are not currently 
preparing a monthly meal for one of the homeless housing arrangements which we 
will begin again when it is allowed. Currently we are donating sufficient funds to 
them to purchase a meal. Members and attenders are contributing to social needs as 
individuals as the situation allows. The financial situation in the Meeting will also 
allow for year-end special donations. 
Our reply to the IMYM queries further expands on this: “We feel that Friends can 
best live within our current world by staying centered, reflecting on and living our 
testimonies, especially those which call on us to listen to and attempt to understand 
those with whom we might disagree, with love and humility. We should be guided 
by love and hope, and not anger or fear. We should seek to understand how 
economic forces have affected others and how they perceive the world and our 
political system. Remaining centered, and not being preoccupied with the current 
events, may help Friends find peace. . . “ 
An ongoing challenge continues to be to find paths to heal the divisions within the 
Meeting. This situation has affected F/friends and continues to be a work in 
progress, but the effort continues. 
Our loss of two welcoming smiles saddens us: Mary Ann Marcus died 4/17/20 and 
John Brouhard (JB) died 1/9/21. The census as of 2/14/21 is 45 adult members. 
With, peace, love and hopes for a better tomorrow, 
Tempe Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 


