
Minutes of the Meeting for Worship with Concern for Business 
Arizona Half Yearly Meeting (AHYM) of the Religious Society of Friends 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
24th Day of the Tenth Month of 2020 

Opening 
Presiding Clerk Jane Kroesen (Pima Monthly Meeting) opened the meeting at 1:00 p.m., with a 
quick review of protocols for participation in virtual meetings, and a reading from the The Five 
Invitations by Frank Ostaseski about the meaning of the word “sacred.” This was followed by a 
brief period of worshipful silence. 
Clerk’s Report  
We’ve received and posted to the AHYM page of the IMYM.org site reports from two of the 
three organizations we support (Arizona Faith Network and Dougla-Prieta Works), and are 
expecting a report from Mountain Friends Camp shortly. 
Dave Wells (Tempe) gave an impromptu report from Mountain Friends camp about their summer 
virtual camp called “Camp in the Box,” which was a positive experience. Mountain Friends’ 
financial position is uncertain at the moment. There is some hope for an in-person camp 
experience next summer. 
Agenda 
Friends reviewed and approved the Agenda as presented and amended by the Clerk to 
incorporate announcements as time permits. (An announcement posted in the “Chat” function 
appears below.) 
Approval of Minutes of Fall 2019 AHYM Gathering 
There being no Spring 2020 AHYM Gathering, which was canceled due to the pandemic, 
Minutes from the AHYM Fall 2019 Gathering were reviewed and accepted. 
Minute #1: Friends approved the Minutes of the Fall 2019 gathering. 
Registrar’s Report  
Pam Garcia (Flagstaff), as coordinator of the Worship Sharing Groups, served as de-facto 
registrar and shared the following registration information: 

 • 7 registered from Flagstaff 
 • 1 from Phoenix 
 • 10 from Pima 
 • 17 from Tempe 
 • 1 unidentified 

Friends came and went throughout the day to meetings for worship, worship sharing groups, the 
“lunch room,” and the business meeting. As of the latter, there were 25 in attendance for the 
Morning Meeting for Worship and 28 for the Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business. A 
formal written report will follow from Pam Garcia. 
Friends accepted this report. 



AHYM Nominating Committee Report and Slate of Nominations 
Pam Garcia (Flagstaff) summarized the Nominating Committee Report, and its three principal 
areas of concern: 

 • The immediate openings that need to be filled for IMYM both for its functioning and in 
delegate roles to other organizations that serve the larger Quaker world 
 • Key AHYM officer and committee roles sunsetting in 2021 that need attention 
 • Gaps in the Nominating Committee itself, which has representation only from Flagstaff 
and Tempe meetings, and may not be able to do its work past Spring 2021 

The Clerk encouraged Friends to participate fully in the nominating process. Friends accepted 
this report. 
Slate of Nominations: 

 • FCNL: Gretchen Reinhardt (Tempe) will fill Utah’s empty IMYM slot to this committee. 
Friends approved for 3-year term ending 10/23 (as determined by IMYM). 
 • Procedures Committee: Friends approved Vickey Finger (Flagstaff) for a 3-year term. 
 • Peace and Social Concerns, IMYM: Friends approved Tom Martin (Flagstaff) for 
another 3 year term. 
 • Listening Committee (formerly known as Watching Committee), IMYM: Friends 
approved Gilli Thomas (MEETING) for next year if they can attend. 
 • IMYM JYF support: Jane Kroesen to replace to Dave Wells for next year. 
 • Additionally, Friends approved extending Gretchen Reinhardt’s term with AZ Faiith 
Network for an additional 2 years to 2022. 

Minute #2: Friends approved the Slate of Nominations listed above. 
Finance Report and Proposed 2021 Budget 
Treasurer Bea Quiroga (Pima) framed her report with a gentle reminder that we think about 
money as energy that we share with each other. She described the transfer she made ($710 from 
checking) in order to make income and expenses balance, and reminded us that we are well 
within our safety buffer of $6000, with over $9000 in our checking account. 
She discussed an error in generosity made last year in donating $500 to each of our sponsored 
organizations (AZ Faith Network, Dougla-Prieta Works, and Mountain Friends Camp), when 
$300 was promised. The original plan was to next year donate $100 to make up for that. 
However, Friends enthusiastically adopted Lisa Hobson’s suggestion that we keep our $300 
commitments going forward as being a more friendly approach, since we have extra funds from 
canceling the Spring 2020 gathering. 
Lisa Hobson (Tempe) raised the question of whether we are still running in deficit mode should 
we return to in-person gatherings? Clerk responded that we will need to alert meetings that we 
may need to charge more for registration fees or explore other payment options such as pay-as-
led. 
Dave Wells (Tempe) raised the possibility of raising the donation to Dougla-Prieta to $500, 
which Clerk asked us to revisit in our next meeting. 



Minute #3: Friends approved the proposed Budget for 2021 as amended to continue to 
donate $300 to Dougla Pieta and $500 to Mountain Friends Camp and Arizona Faith 
Network.our three organizations going forward. 
Review and Recommendations Regarding Guide for AHYM: Officers, Key Roles and 
Committees 
Clerk presented the rationale for several key additions to this Guide, which is meant to assist in 
important work of our organization and Friends in our region. This Guide, prepared by Pam 
Garcia & Gretchen Reinhardt with editorial assistance of Tamara Underiner (Tempe) and David 
Nachman (Tempe), and with input from each of the Monthly Meetings, was distributed in the 
Fall of 2019 and posted on the AHYM page on the IMYM website. 
Gretechen Reinhardt offered a friendly suggestion regarding the description of AZ Faith 
Network, that we put an upward limit on the number of terms recommended, suggesting a 
maximum of three. Vickey Finger (Flagstaff) noted that the sections of the Guide supplied by 
IMYM referred to some Committees by outdated names. Clerk noted it is a living document. 
I believed we agreed to change the names of the IMYM committee and incorporate that into the 
document as approved. The CC will take the suggestion by Gretchen under advisement. 
Minute #4: Friends approved moving forward with the Guide as amended with changes to 
the names of IMYM committees. recommended above. 
Announcement Appearing in Chat 
Gretchen Reinhardt (Tempe) posted this Announcement: Please consider taking the AFN 
#FaithfulAZVoter pledge as a Quaker supporting the work of AFN toward advocacy on a range 
of concerns of interest to Friends. https://www.arizonafaithnetwork.org/faithful-az-voter FYI - 
Death Penalty for example, as the state looks at this, will be on AFN's agenda. This next year's 
AFN Mission Focus topic is again Criminal Legal Reform. 
Closing 
The meeting concluded after a brief period of silent worship. 
In Lieu of Memorial Minutes: 
During our final Meeting for Worship, participants held a moment for those who had passed in 
recent months, as their names were read by members of their respective Meetings. The names of 
those read in remembrance were: 

Joan Forrest (Flagstaff) Helen Meredith Ellis Little (Pima) 
Mary Ann Allen Marcus (Tempe) Jonathan Taylor (Pima) 
Judith Salzman (Pima) David Perkins (Pima) 
Elizabeth Richards (Pima) Patricia Pollack (Flagstaff) 
Robert Dolphin, Jr. (Tempe) Debra Lechner (Tempe) 

Submitted by Tamara Underiner (Tempe) Jane Kroesen (Pima) 
AHYM Recording Clerk AHYM Presiding Clerk


