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In Tempe, and perhaps elsewhere as well, ZOOM wears a Quaker bonnet and Quaker hat. That 
communication device has kept our Meeting functioning and members nurturing each other and 
the Spirit. We have acquired our own ZOOM account for ease of access after using the account 
of Western Friend, so graciously offered to us. We have also acquired G Suite for Non-Profits to 
store documents electronically for access by all Meeting committees. We rejoice that electronic 
gatherings have allowed F/friends who would not otherwise be able to attend due to distance or 
physical limitations to be with us. Other F/friends find the virtual experience lacking. Discussion 
is beginning on how best to welcome newcomers in an electronic environment. Most newcomers 
have “found” the Meeting utilizing the website and 1:1 contact.  

The year of COVID has changed locations of activities and cancellation of others. Meeting 
outdoors at the Meeting house by a few members while joining the larger Zoom group is as close 
as the group has gotten to its previous location of worship. We are all anxious for safety of larger 
indoor gatherings to resume, especially since we want to see our newly refurbished kitchen. The 
regular children’s program has been replaced by special events—a Halloween game time on the 
Meeting House grounds, reading of the Christmas Bible stories by the children to the adults, and 
an in-the-home scavenger hunt. Our usual fundraising lunches have had to be canceled.  

The Adult Religious Education Committee has brought three topics which have been well 
attended and produced deep sharing: Expectations and Experience in Meeting for Worship, 
Spiritual Discernment and Vocal Ministry. These took the place of our usual winter retreat.  

In spite of what we are doing, it is not enough to sufficiently nurture our community and spiritual 
development. At a Meeting for Worship in the times of political disturbance, several speakers 
shared concerns. We are trying different methods to enhance community. Virtual Friendly 8s was 
held once. There is ZOOM social time after Meeting for Worship with a current experiment of  
dividing into small groups which may be continued. Because we are living scattered in a large 
metroplex and with restricted social contact due to the high incidence of COVID, there is little 
chance to visit outside Meeting. With this and other sadness, we are continuing our monthly 
reading of spiritual aspects of dealing with grief. We also read from Faith and Practice monthly.  

Our social concerns outreach consists of Meeting donations to several organizations, both 
Quaker and local. Due to quarantine, we are not currently preparing a monthly meal for one of 
the homeless housing arrangements which we will begin again when it is allowed. Currently we 
are donating sufficient funds to them to purchase a meal. Members and attenders are contributing 
to social needs as individuals as the situation allows. The financial situation in the Meeting will 
also allow for year-end special donations.  

Our reply to the IMYM queries further expands on this: “We feel that Friends can best live 
within our current world by staying centered, reflecting on and living our testimonies, especially 
those which call on us to listen to and attempt to understand those with whom we might disagree, 
with love and humility. We should be guided by love and hope, and not anger or fear. We should 
seek to understand how economic forces have affected others and how they perceive the world 



and our political system. Remaining centered, and not being preoccupied with the current events, 
may help Friends find peace. . . “  

An ongoing challenge continues to be to find paths to heal the divisions within the Meeting. This 
situation has affected F/friends and continues to be a work in progress, but the effort continues.  

Our loss of two welcoming smiles saddens us: Mary Ann Marcus died 4/17/20 and John 
Brouhard (JB) died 1/9/21. The census as of 2/14/21 is 45 adult members.  

With, peace, love and hopes for a better tomorrow, 

Tempe Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends  
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