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From the Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW) website: 
Quaker Earthcare Witness is a network of North American Friends (Quakers) and other like-minded people 
who are taking spirit-led action to address the ecological and social crises of the world, emphasizing Quaker 
process and testimonies. 
While QEW supports reforms in laws, technology, education, and institutions, its primary calling is to 
facilitate transformation of human attitudes, values, identity, and worldview that underlie much of the 
environmental destruction going on in the world today. 

To refresh your memories, here is background material adapted from Dick Grossman’s report 
to IMYM 2020 for the QEW Observers: 

IMYM Minute 20180615(a) recommended a three-year exploration of affiliation with Quaker Earthcare 
Witness. It was suggested that I and another person act as observers tasked with reporting back to IMYM 
annually. Two concerns were mentioned in the minute: QEW’s rejection of nuclear power as a way of 
generating electric power, and whether QEW’s decision making follows Quaker process. 

In the past year I have not been aware of any discussion of nuclear power, and I believe that 
QEW’s decision making has followed Quaker process. To develop a stronger Quaker voice and 
meaningful actions in right relationship with Earth, recently QEW has collaborated with other 
Friends’ organizations. These include FCNL, QUNO and QIF. These collaborations have been 
fruitful: QEW cohosted monthly Worship Sharing with FGC, and members of QEW cooperate 
with the FCNL Environment and Energy program. This year, because of the problems 
throughout the country, QEW has focused on issues of racial equity. Over time, QEW has 
issued publications on population, eco-justice, energy, water, food and its production, money, 
sustainability, spirituality, simplicity, and, of course, peace. Each of these issues is important to 
some people in QEW, and many of the issues are discussed on a regular basis. There is also a 
working group interacting with the United Nations, and one supporting environmental issues 
at FCNL. Indeed, FCNL started its wonderful program on “seeking an Earth restored” because 
of QEW influence. 

QEW has been dealing with one valued member whose actions have been viewed as offensive 
by three other members. This has been difficult in many ways, since that member has been 
with the organization since its beginning, and the members who have complained are also 
important to the functioning of the organization. Although not completely resolved, the 
problem has been dealt with in a Friendly way and the situation has improved. 

For perspective, Dick Grossman currently serves as a QEW mentoring clerk, co-clerk of the 
Nominating Committee and co-clerk of the Population Working Group. Bob Schroeder did 
attend the Steering Committee meeting in the spring and fall of 2020 (but not in spring 2021) 
and has not participated in working groups. Still, Bob found that QEW peruses a variety of 
ecological and social issues and programs, and is a good vehicle for people from across the 
continent to share ideas, and find—or create—a passionate group to work with. QEW has 
developed a good website, publishes a quarterly newsletter and reaches out actively to the 
Quaker community. If IMYM has candidates with a commitment or a leading to work on 
environmental issues on a wider scale, affiliation makes sense. 

Dick Grossman & Bob Schroeder, QEW Observers 

https://www.quakerearthcare.org
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Abbreviations 

FCNL: Friends Committee on National Legislation 

FGC: Friends General Conference 

IMYM: Intermountain Yearly Meeting 

QEW: Quaker Earthcare Witness 

QIF: Quaker Institute for the Future 

QUNO: Quaker United Nations Office


