
Clerks’ Welcome to IMYM 2021 (read on 6/16) 

Bienvenidos, amigos—Welcome, Friends 

Back in the day, in “normal times”, we would now call the roll of monthly meetings and 
honor our visitors. We would ask who has travelled the farthest... Unfortunately, this is 
one of those things that just didn’t translate well to a virtual reality. 

In lieu of a roll call, today we want to acknowledge each and every one of us. We have 
all travelled a virtual learning curve of some kind to get here. We welcome each visitor 
from outside our yearly meeting; some of our visitors come from our (wonderful? 
extraordinary... powerful... Quaker organizations, other parts of our nation, and some are 
from other nations. 

We specifically welcome José Woss as our Friend in (virtual) Residence. We are looking 
forward to his presentation and the meetings and small group opportunities he is 
providing. We are glad he is joining us. 

We want to acknowledge the support, hard work, communication, and plain tenacity of 
all who have made this happen. Even with over a year’s experience under our belts, we, 
as co-clerks, have not mastered this new virtual reality. The logistical challenges of 
Friends being able to get online and into the right session can occasionally lead to some 
testiness; we all can use some practice in patience. Gathering a sense of the meeting can 
be more difficult than usual; raising virtual hands and speaking in chat doesn’t easily 
translate virtually for us. Still, we are here, prepared to weather glitches in tech, time and 
distance, and look forward to next year when we believe we will meet in person in 
Durango CO. For this year, we are happy to be here, a little wiser, a little worn, but lifted 
by our own resilience and that of others. Here we are, despite pandemics, elections, world 
events, and life in general. We are here. We will persist. 

We want to welcome and acknowledge all the long suffering spouses, significant others, 
children, and parents who have freed up their loved ones for this work. We are thankful 
for the other clerks who have worked with us, and all the volunteers who have helped 
create this virtual gathering of IMYM Friends. Of course, we also give thanks for our 
wonderful tech crew, who are doing all that they can to make everything appear seamless. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

Valerie and I personally want to acknowledge our own pandemic fatigue; we are aware 
that we are not terminally unique. Over the last 15 months, persevering has created a 
fatigue so deep that sleep is not the only answer. Chronic creativity and problem solving, 
constant evaluation of ever changing situations, becoming competent in myriad new 
platforms and situations, and the ever looming decisions about our health and safety tax 
the body’s ability to reason, work, or even think straight (tho’ some of us may never think 



straight!) We hold each of you in the light. We need you to hold us in the light. We need 
our community to hold each other in the light. We need gentleness and tolerance and a 
suspension of criticism & judgment, for ourselves, and for each other as well. 

Much of the world has opened again. Many of us are returning to in person worship, or 
making choices about whether to continue with the many ways we have found to be 
together virtually and in person. The world has not returned to normal, and we don’t 
know what the new normal will look like. 

We will not stand by while the world returns to the “old normal” without some self-
examination, addressing some of the issues that have come to light for the mainstream, 
during the pandemic 

• We do know that racial justice has come back to the forefront of the American 
landscape and it will not go away. Many of us have undertaken examining our own 
implicit biases, those of our meetings, and of our Quaker organizations. We will 
not go back. 

We will not stand by while so many are denied their rights to vote, to travel our roads 
without fear, to interact with police without dying, without fear of death. We will work 
for justice. 

We will not stand by while Black people are murdered in the streets. 
• We do know that our history of horrific treatment of those indigenous to these 

lands is coming to light. Mass graves of hundreds of children who died in boarding 
schools, voter suppression, missing and murdered indigenous women, and the 
ongoing fights of indigenous people to save our earth, all are coming into our 
current consciousness and reality. 

We will not stand by while Indigenous people fight for our Earth and their own lives.  
• We do know that our country and the world are torn with strife, often based in 

racism, misogyny, hatred and violence. 

We will not stand by while division and strife disrupt our world . This disruption requires 
us to build a new and different world.  

We will not stand by. We will love. We will honor the light in every human being, 
including each other. We will rise to this challenge. With the guidance of the still small 
voice within, the light that loves and guides us, and the assistance of Spirit, we will 
collectively and individually, persist. 

With grace, next year we will be huggin’ the stuffin’ out of each other. We love you! 

Gale & Valerie 


