
IMYM 2021 Interest Groups Schedule
All interest group sessions via Zoom

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16

Creating a Quaker First Day Nursery

Presenter: Czarli Rex, Mountain View Meeting

Wednesday, June 16, 10:30am – noon

A lot of people assume that you can't do much with infants and toddlers, but these ages are so ripe

for learning new things. You can put so much into their learning environment, help them to feel like

they are part of the meeting, and give them a basic foundation initially to join general worship, and

eventually to move into First Day. Most nurseries are conducted just for the basic needs of children,

as a place to contain and entertain. Infants and toddlers do well when there is structure built into

the time they spend in any environment. Structure actually provides comfort and security at those

ages. We were able to incorporate the Friends’ ideals of be community, be safe, be considerate, live

simply, and Light into every aspect of the nursery structure including their schedule, their activities,

their songs, and etc. I have found a lot that can be done at the Nursery level and I would love to

share that knowledge with others.

Getting Past “Other:” Friends’ exploration of their heritage through WikiTree genealogy

Laurie Roberts, Durango Meeting

Wednesday, June 16, 12:30 – 2:00 pm

Evoking a sense of “other” and “not like us” is an emotional underpinning of polarization, racism,

and genocide. Much of the strife and public discord in modern society is caused at least in large

part by people seeing certain groups as “other,” from unprecedented polarization in our politics to

tensions between minority groups and law enforcement. Evidence suggests the best way to

change hearts and minds may be not through numbers or facts, but through family.

In this session, Laurie will help Friends join the WikiTree genealogy site. This site has the

goal of showing how each one of us is related to each other, a contribution to world peace!

Confronting Israeli Abuse of Palestinian Children

Organizers: Arden Buck and Anne Remley, Peace and Social Justice Committee, Boulder Meeting

Wednesday, June 16, 2:30 – 4:00 pm

Israel arrests and imprisons many hundreds of Palestinian children each year. Recent studies find

that most of them are abruptly pulled from their homes at night, with no explanation to them or

their families. Most have their hands bound, their legs shackled, are blindfolded, and suffer physical

abuse from the Israeli forces. Many are then held in isolation and interrogated without access to a

lawyer or a family member.

—CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE—



In 2015, AFSC and Defense for Children International-Palestine launched a campaign to expose and

challenge this practice. The campaign has mobilized Quakers and many others to urge Congress to

work to stop the detention of children and end the occupation.

Join AFSC staff member Jennifer Bing, Shaina Low of Defense for Children International-Palestine,

and Palestinian activist Zeina Ashrawi Hutchison for a 60-minute conversation about their work

and how Friends can engage in education and advocacy efforts.

Walk in the Light (Wherever You May Be)

Organizer: Rob Pierson, Albuquerque Meeting

Wednesday, June 16 and Thursday, June 17 5:00 – 6:00 pm.

Friday, June 18 3:00 – 4:00 pm

Yes, really, walk. Multiple days of “talking heads” on Zoom could get rather… heady. But spiritual

work requires grounding in reflection and contemplation… and actual physical grounding in our

bodies on this sacred earth. We need to center down, get up, and walk.

This is a “pilgrimage in place.” We can’t do it side by side this year, but we can do it, together,

“wherever we may be.” Think of it as a widespread exercise in prayer, or an “Experiment with Light”

in motion, or Spirit take a hike. Each morning, there’ll be a short online post with the day’s

suggestion for a walk or spiritual journey. At the end of the day, we will open up an hour (online) to

share reflections. I am hoping that we might gather some of the resulting words and images into a

short video to share with others as a remembrance of this sacred time and place. Join us any day.

Will you walk along?

THURSDAY, JUNE 17

Reading a Newspaper as a Spiritual Exercise

Discussion Leader: Richard Knottenbelt, Albuquerque Meeting

Thursday, June 17, 10:30 am – noon [Limited to 20 participants.]

Friends are bombarded with "information" from various sources which often seem to invite

response. I invite participants to share their engagement with media around the queries:

a) How do we choose what to expose ourselves to and do we have ways of limiting it?

b) Do you trust particular sources? Are there dangers in this? Do you try to "balance?"

c) Do you have experience of responding under concern to your encounters with media?

d) Do you lobby your legislators?

e) Have you experienced the reality of Community in your encounters with information?

f) Are there any sections or parts of a newspaper that you NEVER read?

Participants are encouraged to prepare for this session by choosing a piece taken from a newspaper

and reflecting on issues of values which it evokes. Some preliminary ideas are given in the queries

above but this is not an exclusive list!



LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 1:

Acknowledging Indigenous Peoples’ History and Presence where we Worship

Indigenous Peoples Concerns Committee, Boulder and Fort Collins Meetings

THURSDAY, 12:30 – 2:00 PM

Quaker meetings in Canada and the U.S. are laboring with ways to acknowledge the Indigenous

peoples on whose traditional territories we now live and worship. Why is it important to do this?

How have some meetings done it? What guidelines do Indigenous people and organizations offer?

Can land acknowledgements act as a first step towards deeper relationships with Indigenous

peoples? Is this something your meeting might like to consider? This Interest Group will be part

information sharing, part discussion, and resources will be provided.

For resources about Land Acknowledgments, see: boulderfriendsmeeting.org/ipc .

Expressing your Quaker Values through Art and Writing

Leader: Linda Seger, Colorado Springs

Thursday, June 17, 2:30 – 4:00 pm

How do we and can we express our Quaker values both explicitly and implicitly in our Art? How do

we express our values, experiences and practices through our preparation for our Art in ways that

leave space for the Holy Spirit/Holy Presence/the Light Within to guide us? This workshop will

include discussion of values and theology, exercises that will help us understand further how our

Creative Holy Spirit moves within us to reveal new aspects of our creativity, and sharing of our

experiences of visions, stopping points, resistances, and creative soaring. Please bring paper and

pen, and colors also, if you wish.

Climate Action: What will it take to reach 1.5°C?

Gretchen Reinhardt, Tempe Meeting, and Kitty Ufford-Chase, En-ROADS

Thursday, June 17, 2:30 – 4:00 pm

There are scientific studies, and global climate models using different scenarios. There are activist

organizations and policies we can lobby on, but what are the likely levels of impact from specific

policy levers? We will explore our own hearts and minds, and use a tool to help us integrate the

science into our personal mental models.

The format will be a virtual presentation in the full group and interactive small groups to explore

our hopes, what is at stake in our own lives or those that matter to us, and use of the En-ROADS

(https://youtu.be/x9xRwhFNMyc) climate simulator to understand the mix of necessary policies

to reach our global temperature rise goal for the end of the century.

Walking in the Light Day 2

See Wednesday Description – Thursday, June 17, 5:00 – 6:00 pm



FRIDAY, JUNE 18

Conversation with Keynote Speaker José Woss, Race and Faith: A First Gen Journey to Justice

Friday, June 18, 10:30 am -12:00 pm

José Woss, Director for Justice Reform at FCNL, is this year’s IMYM Friend in Residence. He will

bring his experience and observations as a Black Latinx Friend. This is an opportunity for a

conversation with José following his Thursday evening Keynote.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 2

In anticipation of IMYM future in-person gatherings at Fort Lewis College

Tom Vaughan, Gila Meeting

Friday, June 18, 12:30 – 2:00

As a follow-up to the Thursday interest group on land acknowledgment, and anticipating IMYM

gathering in Durango in 2022, this session will strengthen our understanding of our Native

American neighbors in the vicinity of Ft. Lewis College, inform Friends about the different

opportunities to learn about Indigenous peoples, past and present, in the area, encouraging them

to visit these sites with their families before, after, and during the annual gathering. We will also

discuss ways to engage with Indigenous peoples in all our communities.

Voter Suppression v. Election Integrity--Sifting through the Hyperbole

Dave Wells, Tempe Meeting

Friday, June 18, 2:30 – 4:00 pm

I teach Political Science at Arizona State and the Voter Fraud myth has been a central focus this past

semester. It seems both political parties have an interest in exaggerating the effects. In Brnovich vs.

Democratic National Committee, the Supreme Court will also issue guidance on the thresholds for

violating Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. This interest group will share with Friends the Brnovich

case as well as what the research has shown on impacts of efforts to make it more challenging to

vote, effects of gerrymandering, and proposals to improve the process at the state and national

level, e.g. For the People Act and the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. Slides, with

questions and discussion interspersed.

Walking in the Light Day 3 See Wednesday Description – Friday, June 18, 3:00 – 4:00 pm

Documentary Film: Hispanic Community Voices

Shari Due (filmmaker), Fort Collins Meeting & Betty Aragon, Hispanic community advocate

Friday, June 18, 7:00 - 8:30 pm

We are all deeply impacted by the pandemic, but some members of our community have not had

the resources to navigate the crisis. “Hispanic Community Voices” reveals the hidden impact the

COVID19 crisis is having on essential workers. Meet Larimer County immigrant workers whose

industries are hard hit economically, who do not have the privilege to work remotely, and who are

left out of many critical forms of assistance.



SATURDAY, JUNE 19

Meet the Author: Hope and Witness in Dangerous Times

Brent Bill

Saturday, June 19, 10:30 am – 12:00 pm

This workshop, based on Brent's upcoming book of the same title, will consider how our personal

and communal faith practices in growing deeper spirituality should bring us to a fresh engagement

with the needs of this world. This includes being active in promoting those values which align with

our understanding of the gospel and standing against injustice, oppression, and evil inflicted on any

of God’s children. Such activism, rooted in deep spirituality, may include being what Quaker civil

rights activist Bayard Rustin called “angelic troublemakers.”

The book is available at https://quakerbooks.org/products/hope-and-witness-in-dangerous-times

J. Brent Bill is a writer, photographer and Quaker minister. He has written numerous books

including Holy Silence, Sacred Compass, and Life Lessons from a Bad Quaker. He lives on

Ploughshares Farm in Indiana, which is 50 acres of former farmland being restored to hardwood

forest and native tallgrass prairie. brentbill.com

Building Anti-Racism Resilience

Mountain View Friends for Racial Equity and Education

Saturday, June 19, 3:00 – 4:30 pm

Anti-racism work takes resilience and self care. Nobody gets it right all the time, and most of us

are afraid of making mistakes. This 90-minute interactive workshop introduces the concept of

resilience and invites participants to spend the majority of our time together using a case study

to practice resilience skills. We will build confidence in knowing how to stay in relationship when

we might feel like shrinking away. Resources will include: how to stay present when we’ve made

a mistake, and how to make a meaningful apology.

We will also introduce monthly ongoing racial equity conversations to support our individual and

community resilience. All are welcome to this workshop and the monthly conversations.

Walking in the Light Day 4

See Wednesday Description – Saturday, June 19, 5:00 – 6:00 pm


