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As we enter year two of the Covid pandemic we are grateful for the opportunity to gather each First Day 
to enter the silence and listen for the still small voice as we seek the way forward, whether we gather in 
person, virtually, or simply in spirit. We have been meeting virtually each Sunday using the Peace Chapel 
platform. We typically have about 20 attendees consisting of local Friends, Friends who used to attend our 
Meeting but have moved to other locations, and new participants locally and from around the world. 
Meeting for worship is followed by Fellowship time or monthly Meeting for Business on our own 
Meeting Zoom account. We appreciate the opportunity Peace Chapel has given us to connect with former 
attenders and many new participants interested in Quakers. Last summer and fall during good weather we 
also held socially distanced and masked Meetings in our Meeting House garden which connected to 
remote Friends on Peace Chapel. We expect that we will permanently continue the hybrid Meeting format 
even when we return to our Meeting House. 

Our First Day School program was restarted last fall and continues virtually twice a month after Meeting 
for Worship.  Also last fall we began holding virtual weekly Worship Sharing on Wednesday evening. Our 
monthly Meeting for Learning has continued virtually as well.  

Our current census shows 30 Members. We are appreciative of the six new Members that have joined 
during the last year. We are saddened by the death of Celia Joughin on June 9, 2020. She attended our 
Meeting since 2016. She was very active in hospitality, religious education, and was always a bright light 
in our Meeting. We held a Memorial Meeting on June 13th outside in our garden.   

We continue to participate quarterly with the local interfaith Faith Family Hospitality program that 
provides housing and other services to homeless families. We are active in Interfaith Solidarity and 
Accompaniment Coalition which helps support refugees and immigrants in our community.  We continue 
to support our Member Mike Gray in his work with indigenous peoples in Sonora, Mexico and Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota. We also keep a Little Free Library outside our Meeting House stocked with books 
for residents of our neighboring community. We also have initiated a Giving Committee to explore 
opportunities to support peace and social justice. Recent support has been given to a documentary on the 
effects of the pandemic on our local Hispanic community, for development of transitional housing for 
homeless families, and for a computer enabling an indigenous student from a remote Mexican village to 
attend college.  

Our Meeting House and grounds remain kept in good condition and we have had a mutually beneficial 
relationship with our Meeting House apartment tenants.   

Like many Meetings, and perhaps exacerbated by the pandemic, we continue to struggle to find an 
adequate number of volunteers to serve as officers and on committees. We have had some success with 
implementing focused teams and/or ad hoc committees to address specific needs as opposed to the 
traditional committee structure. We are happy to report that our Meeting is financially sound. We are 
implementing a new accounting system using the Aplos software package. An online directory is also 
being planned.   

Patti Davies and Tom Thompson will be beginning as new co-clerks of our Meeting on July 1. They will 
replace Carol Reilly and Bob Shively who have served in that role from July 2019 to June 2021. 


